
TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes Jan. 12, 2021, 8:30am, Presque Isle community Center 

Members Present:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson; Paul Specht (Zoom);  Al Drum; 

Carmel Farwell (Zoom).   Chairmen Dick Hemming opened the meeting at 8:30 am. Motion to approve 

the agenda by Al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting held Dec.  8, 2020 meeting, by Al Drum.  Paul Specht requested language indicating the 

State has “dropped the ball” be removed.  As amended, with a second by Paul Specht.  All Aye.  

Dennis Lawrence began review of Chapter 7 of the draft Comprehensive 2020 Plan at page 62 outlining 

four major future land use classifications – residential, commercial, forestry/woodlands and outdoor 

recreation.  Paul Specht emphasized the plan needed to have residential district set asides for housing 

that was affordable for young families and for a possible business park.  Eric Benn brought up our 

undeveloped downtown area with many vacant parcels, their development limited, as Carl Schoenecker 

observed, by septic and sanitary issues and by lying within the shoreland district, as Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner stated.  The Committee’s discussion led to a consensus that we need to develop a future land 

use map and that now was the appropriate time to set aside areas to address identified needs.  Eric 

Benn’s example of the proposed water bottling plant ending up in Michigan highlighted that need.  Paul 

Specht stated that our plan should have already set aside appropriate areas for such development.  

Peggy Johnson Wiessner observed our limited commercial corridors along county B & W needed to be 

expanded and Al Drum was in favor of a sub-committee to work on identifying potential map areas.  

Ultimately the Committee will address that together at an extra meeting to be scheduled.   

Peggy Johnson Wiessner questioned the difference between forestry/woodlands and outdoor 

recreation and the overlap when considering hiking and biking trails.  That discussion involved 

intergovernmental cooperation and led to Chapter 8 on how our plan might utilize adjoining units of 

government to help meet identified needs and expand services.   Eric Benn commented on how our 

location within ceded lands might involve more federal and state cooperation and Al Drum reminded 

the Committee how very few elements of this process are controlled by the town within the shoreland 

district. 

In summing up our discussion Paul Specht called for the Committee to craft specific goals and objectives, 

prioritizing 3 or 4 items action items within primarily the land use and housing areas to make our plan 

truly proactive.  Marshall Reckard will provide each Committee member with a copy of the present land 

use plan for their use in preparing for the next meeting set for January 26, 2021.  We are also 

encouraged to use the Vilas County GIS mapping site. 

Next Meeting is January 26, 2021 at 8:30 am.  Following that we will meet on February 9, 2021. 

Motion to Adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Paul Specht.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 am 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 

 


