
TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes Feb. 23, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson; Paul Specht;  Al 

Drum; and PPP members Carmen Farwell; Barb Peck; Eric Benn.   Chairmen Dick Hemming called the 

meeting to order at 8:30 am. Motion to approve the agenda by Paul Specht, second by Al Drum. All Aye. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Feb. 9, 2021 meeting, by Paul Specht. with 

a second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Initial discussion focused on using the proposed alternative format suggested by Al Drum in his 2/22 

document sent to the Committee.  Committee agreed each chapter will conclude with “Objectives” and 

“Strategies” and that some strategies (only a few per Chapter) may be labeled “Action Items.”  Barb 

Peck commented this approach would make the Plan a “useable” document. 

Chapter 3 – Housing.  The first Goal ”Promote housing development that provides a variety of housing 

choices for residents of all income levels, age groups, and people with special needs” will be re-named 

an “Objective” and will include a note that “This is a long range guidance statement.”  

 The second “Goal” again re-named “Objective” is to “Promote the availability of land for the 

development or redevelopment of low- and moderate-income housing.”  The following strategy under 

this Objective will be labeled an “Action Item.”  “Identify lands suitable for low and moderate income 

housing.  In this Process, recognize that for the town to influence speedy and robust development of 

thee lands, town ownership is a great advantage.  Accordingly, lands already owned by the town should 

be considered. As part of this strategy, the Future Land Use Map will be updated to identify the suitable 

lands.” Carl Schoenecker did not favor the town pursuing private property for town purchase and 

removing it from the tax base.  Barb Peck felt tax policy could be used by the town as a part of this 

strategy, Paul Specht proposed a second “action” strategy under this Objective to read “Identify and set 

future housing inventory goals for the Town to assist in its land use planning efforts.”  Paul Specht also 

proposed a third action strategy which is to “Research and understand the various State housing grant 

and partnership programs available to the Town as it considers its housing development objectives and 

strategies.”  Carmen Farwell summed up by noting this Chapter would contain 2 Objectives and 3 Action 

Strategies. 

Chapter 4 – Utilities and Community Facilities  -  Following the “Objective” and “Strategy” format 

agreed upon, Al Drum proposed the following as the first objective  “Provide a safe and healthy 

environment to live, work and recreate.”  Under this would be 3 strategies.  The first 2 would be labeled 

“Long range guidance statements.”  Strategy 1: “Provide high quality public services (roads, public 

safety, fire and rescue, municipal and educational) to meet existing and future demand.”  Strategy 2: 

“Balance community improvements with all available funding sources to ensure reasonable levels of 

taxation.”  Strategy 3: (Action Item) Monitor and evaluate shared service agreements in accordance with 

increased demand.” 

Second Objective is “Enhance and develop year round recreational opportunities in the Town.”  

Strategies 1 through 6 will be labeled “long range guidance Statements.”  Strategy 1: “Maintain the 



Town’s existing parks and natural resources, and provide for recreation facilities.”  Strategy 2: Maintain 

existing public access to waterways.”  Strategy 3: “Maintain existing Town snowmobile, hiking, skiing 

and biking trails.”  Strategy 4: “Recognize the need to accommodate all age groups and all physical 

abilities in recreational pursuits.”  Strategy 5: “Work with, support and cooperate with service clubs and 

organizations related to maintenance and development of recreational facilities.”  The next 3 strategies 

are labeled “Action Items.”   Strategy 6: “Partner with landowners and public entities whose properties 

are open for public recreation such as the WDNR, The Nature Conservancy, and public land trusts.” 

Strategy 7: “Pursue state and federal funding programs which could aid in the development and/or 

acquisition of Town recreational facilities.” (from Eric Benn) Strategy 8: Annually review the Town’s 

recreational facilities.”  Carl Schoenecker asked here whether the Town’s comprehensive plan was ever 

mentioned or reviewed at any annual meeting.  This has not been the case in the memory of any 

committee member.  Strategy 9:  Enhance the Town’s network of bicycle trails with an eye on 

connectivity of the Town center to the broader Vilas County Regional bicycle trail system.” This last is 

from Paul Specht. 

Committee discussed how the town funds periodic replacement and upgrading of fire and emergency 

equipment.  Paul Specht suggested that funding be “institutionalized” and Dick hemming thought the 

town must already have “set asides” and “reserve” funds akin to a sinking fund.  Eric Benn suggested 

there be a required report on such issues at the annual meeting.  This issue did not rise to the level of an 

objective or strategy for inclusion in the plan. 

To re-cap Chapter 4 – there will be two objectives.  The first would have 3 strategies with one being an 

“action item.”  The second objective would have 9 strategies with three “action items.” 

Chapter 5 – Transportation -Committee initially discussed recommending a survey to determine interest 

in alternative transportation services for low income ,elderly and disabled residents.  Eri Benn noted 

that the need for such services could be assumed.  Also discussed was the regional transportation plan 

that already has been expanded to neighboring towns and should be a focus of the town’s efforts as 

part of intergovernmental cooperation. 

There was only one Objective specified for this Chapter – “Provide and maintain a safe and reliable 

transportation network that meets the needs for all citizens.”  Under that objective there will be 8 

strategies.  The first 6 will be termed long range guidance statements and the last two will be labeled 

action items.  Strategy 1: “Provide high quality public roads.”  Strategy 2: “Provide for annual road 

maintenance evaluation and implementation.”  Strategy 3: “Develop and maintain a town road plan to 

address long-term need in the community.”  Strategy 4: “ Incorporate emerging trends in transportation 

into Town plans and investments.”  Strategy 5: “Support transportation services for the elderly and 

disabled.”  Strategy 6: “Consider impacts on the transportation system when reviewing development 

and land use plans and proposals.”  Strategy 7: “Provide for annual road maintenance evaluation and 

implementation.”  Strategy 8: “Explore opportunities to develop a town bike and multi-use trail system, 

including connections with surrounding communities and the Vilas County network of bicycle trails.” 

Carmen Farwell, observed, and the committee agreed, that many of the strategy and action items 

spanned several Chapters.  There was some discussion given to organizing the action items at the end of 

the document as a sort of index to the plan. 



Chapters 6 and 8 will be the focus of the next meeting to be held March 9 at 8:30.  Meeting will be by 

zoom again.  The zoom meeting number and address remains the same.  An additional meeting on 

March 23 was also scheduled. 

Motion to adjourn by Dick Hemming, second by Peggy Johnson Wiessner.  All aye. Meeting adjourned at 

10:04 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 

 


