
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 

Monthly Meeting 

Presque Isle Town Lakes 
Committee 

Aquatic Invasive Species 

Date: September 14, 2021 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location  Zoom Meeting 

Next Meeting 
Date/Time: 

October 12, 2021, Zoom or PI Community Center 

Conducted by: Nick Williams 

Recorded by: Jorja Burke, Alternate Secretary 

ATTENDEE INFORMATION 

Attended Name Lake  
Delegate 

 

                 Behr, Fritz Lynx Lake  

x Benn, Eric Armour  

 Burke, Jeff Van Vliet  

x Burke, Jorja Van Vliet  

        Casey, Susan Armour  

        Cerny, William Lynx  

        Czarny, Mike Van Vliet  

 Drum, Sue Horsehead  

 Duke, Jim Wildcat  

 Gorrilla, Larry Crab  

 Gorrilla, Colleen Crab  

 Gruca, Gary Lynx  

 Higley, Catherine* Vilas C. Invas.Spec.Co  

 Horswill, Bob Armour  

 Jacobsen, Ronie Van Vliet  

x Lewandoski, June Rosalind/Papoose  

x Lewandoski, Paul Rosalind/Papoose  

 Logan Weber, Cathy* Town Board Liaison  

x Mawicke, Ann Natural Lakes  

         Novak, Linda Oxbow  

x Novak, Otto Oxbow  

       x Phillips, Carol Wildcat  



x Phillips, Richard Wildcat  

 Plouff, Gary Frontier Lakes  

 Preston, Tom Katinka  

 Ruch, Bob Carlin  

 Ruch, Judy Carlin  

x Sisbach, Sarah Presque Isle  

 Speer, Gail Katinka  

 Strauss, Lynn Horsehead  

 Suffron, John Annabelle  

 Suffron, Kay Annabelle  

 Vogt, Dave Annabelle  

 Walters, Lorine Horsehead/Town Clerk  

        Watkins, Mary Carlin  

 Wiegand, Tom Horsehead  

 Wierzba, Tom Big  

x Williams, Nick Crab  

 

 

Zarembka, Fred 

*Indicates non-voting member 

Big  

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

Topic/Subject Discussion Items 

Call to Order Nick Williams @ 7 PM   

Pledge of Allegiance Deferred.  

Secretaries’ Minutes No corrections 

Changes/additions to 
agenda 

None  

Intro of new 
members/guests 

Shawn O’Connell/Rice Creek Watershed Project Coordinator for Vilas 
County and Ginni Henke/Phelps, WI. 

Treasurer’s Report/Budget Balance is $3,880.72.  No transactions. 

Correspondence None. 

 



Old Business a. Lake Study Grants for 2017 – Otto Novak and Nick 
Williams will begin consolidating bills for reimbursement. 

b. Lake Study Grant for 2018/2019 – 13 lakes completed; 
no more reports other than Annabelle in Spring 2022.  
Nick will distribute when available.      

c. Shoreland study – Carlin Lake - Completed.  Reports 
pending. 

d. Dissolved oxygen meter – Paul Lewandoski advised 
there is currently little use of the meter. 

e. Hazardous Wake – The Last Wilderness Alliance 
collected 150 signatures to force adoption of the 
ordinance as written by the PI Ordinance Committee.  
The Town Board is waiting for the town attorney to 
review.  Response is due within 30 days which would be 
October 2, 2021.  Discussion ensued. Eric Benn advised 
that the Town Board has asked the Ordinance 
Committee to review, again, the ordinance in question 
but there will be no September meeting due to lack of a 
quorum.   Richard Phillips explained the refusal of the 
Town Board to adopt the Hazardous Wake ordinance 
along with the possible effects of not recognizing the 
village powers of Presque Isle (instituted in 1958).  It was 
mentioned those powers were instituted by the then 
Town Chair, Fred Wolter, the father of current town 
supervisor, Carl Wolter. Further, if “direct legislation” with 
Village Powers does not apply in this case (as was stated 
by current town chair, John MacLean) since Vilas County 
has recognized Presque Isle’s authority to institute 
ordinances since 1958, many of our ordinances may be 
null and void. As there is no precedence, this issue may 
go to the courts. 

f. Hazardous Wake Signs – The Crab Lake laminated sign 
has disappeared from the boat landing kiosk.  According 
to the signed agreement with the DNR at the time a grant 
to build the kiosks was awarded, it was designated that 
1/3 of the space was for DNR postings, 1/3 for the town 
and 1/3 for the lake associations.  As an emissary of the 
Crab Lake Association, Nick Williams has rehung a new 
hazardous wake sign.  The laminated informational signs 
are still in place at other landings.  Discussion ensued.  It 
is also unknown who removed the STOP Invasives DNR 
sign from the kiosk at the Little Horsehead landing.  
Discussion about responsibility for this boat landing 
continued.  It is now a town (not Vilas County or DNR) 
landing. Past-PI town chair, Marshall Reckard, worked 
with Vilas County to accomplish the filing of this deed in 
2021. 

g. Progress Reports - 
1.  All of Crab Lake has been inspected and GPS points 

of beds of Yellow Iris and Blue Flag Iris have been 
identified.  It took 3 years of wading the shoreline by 
volunteers to accomplish.  Approximately 133 
patches were found, 63 treated (dug up and removed 
to a disposal site).  In addition to the volunteer’s 
work, the CLLA cost to remove/dispose was $500.  

 



Total eradication projected by 2025/26.  
(Attachment). 

2.  Ann Mawicke suggests a “Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative Federal Grant” may be available for this 
project and others like it.  It would be worth the 
inquiry.  April is the due date for submissions.  
Contact Ann for more information.  Eric mentioned 
matches with volunteer hours as with other grants. 

3. Other - The Lakeland Times published an article 
referring to a payment to the Discovery Center for 
$15,000 to cover administration of their invasives 
program (includes admin. Costs as well as intern’s 
wages and pulling/disposing of invasive plants. Harris 
Lake is still infested with Curly Pond Leaf, although it 
has been greatly reduced.  It was noted by Nick that 
PITLC requests have averaged less than 
$10,000/annually for our invasives program. 
 
 
 

   
 



New Business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
a. Watershed Study – Rice Creek   

Shawn O’Connell /Rice Creek Watershed Project 
Coordinator for Vilas County (in conjunction with Cathy 
Higley/VC and Carolynn Scholl/VC) advised PITLC about 
the progress of this project. The study includes 16 lakes 
(10 in PI) and 8 creeks (5 in PI).  Accomplishments are to 
include:  Raising public awareness; an erosion 
assessment survey; and identify, measure and 
management of erosion.  It was mentioned that hazardous 
wakes erosion issues are not included in the initial part of 
this project.  Discussion ensued.  Ann suggests 
Whitewater, using data gathered over the years in PI 
lakes, may be able to make predictions of the possibilities 
for the future health of our lakes; Eric addressed the 
politics vs desire to maintain “fun water activities” in an 
unrestricted manner.   Other erosion topics mentioned 
were a new home owner with a bobcat, and possible 
erosion results of DNR logging close to shorelines.  The 
project is beginning with private lands and may extend to 
state lands in a later phase.   
     Per Shawn, during the winter of 2022, information from 
the erosion assessment is to be released.  Projects to 
mitigate erosion issues would be at a later date for cost-
share projects.  Shawn also said PITLC information has 
been of use to the project which is funded through the 
DNR.  PITLC members Carol and Richard Phillips 
participated as volunteers during Phase 1 this year.  The 
next phase will begin before things start greening up in 
2022 (first couple weeks in April).  Volunteer opportunities 
are available.  Contact Shawn O’Connell:  (715) 479-3747 
Ext.4 or shocon@vilascountywi.gov    

b. Other – None. 

Adjourn 

 

Next Meeting 

Meeting adjourned by Nick Williams, Chair @ 8:20 PM.  
 
Zoom or PI Community Center @ 7 PM, October 12, 2021 

 
 
Unapproved minutes. 
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Bill,  
 
 
I trust that you have received the reports I provided to the CLCF on the 2021 Yellow Iris Survey 
and Removal effort. When able, I encourage you to consider them. Section 5 of the Abatement 
Repots is particularly important as it conveys what can be expected moving forward. I have to 
offer a few words below about what the bottom line is relative to the Yellow Iris and also a request 
for compensation for expenses I incurred this year. 
 
Quite a few lessons have been learned since effort to remove began in earnest in 2018.  I have 
arrived at an opinion that complete eradication can be successfully achieved by 2025 or 2026 
absent any extenuating circumstances. I also have an opinion on how it can be best achieved. 
 
Yearly removal effort should be broken down into two distinct efforts: 

1. Complete 100% survey of the lake to identify all Mature Yellow Iris.  
2. Organized Dig to remove Known Yellow Iris. 

The survey needs to be 100% of the shoreline and needs to be thorough enough so as to find all 
Mature Yellow Iris along 18+ miles of shoreline. All blossoms or Seed Pods need to be removed 
at this time to preclude viable seeds from entering the lake.  Any single seed having germinated 
has the potential of resetting the clock and extending the removal effort beyond 2025/26. I have 
no stomach for extending the removal effort and I would very much like to see it successfully 
concluded.  Therefore, I strongly recommend that 100% survey and harvesting blossoms/seed 
pods be achieved yearly with no unwarranted relax. 
 



I'm an advocate of a wading surveys. Even though wading is the most difficult and time 
consuming, it is the most thorough. A wading survey can generally proceed at a rate of about 0.5 
miles per hour.  Therefore, it takes about 36 hours actual wading time to complete.  Add in time 
required to plan, organize, ferry, rest, etc, the effort can consume a large portion of 7-10 days if 
attended to by an individual. 
 
Organized digs have generally taken about 5 hours, with one crew, to remove what was planned 
for removal.  These efforts will reduce over time as fewer yellow iris are found to exist in 
subsequent years. 
 
We are currently aware of 32 known yellow iris stands on the lake.  More yellow iris will be found 
during next years survey.  If there is cooperation with the remaining property owners, we can 
perhaps remove 100% of the remaining known yellow iris next year. The remaining effort will then 
entail yearly survey and removal of yellow iris that has matured to blossom since the prior year. If 
the yearly complete survey and blossom/seed pod removal are entirely successful (no viable 
seeds released in the lake), there will be no more yellow iris germinating or maturing past 2025, 
maybe 2026. 
 
I can currently commit to personally attending to or organizing the effort in 2022. Broader 
participation and responsibility may be required to conclude efforts in 2023 and beyond. 
 
To arrive at this point, I have incurred expenses since I started attending to Yellow Iris in 2018.  I 
would like to request that the CLCF compensate me for those that were expended in 2021. This 
amounts to $489.57.  A summary and the receipts that I have are attached.  After consideration, if 
the CLCF can grant me compensation for the expenses, feel free to contact me to consider how 
best to transfer. 
 
Best to You, 
 
Boyd Zander 
 
 


