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Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee  

Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 21, 2021 

 

Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 

order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:02 A.M. September 21, 2021, in the Presque Isle Community Center.  

Also present were committee members Rich Schmalzer, Eric Benn, Town Board Liaison, Cathy Logan 

Weber, and Steve Dimig.  Lorine Walters (Town Clerk) joined the meeting for discussion of item 4 d. 

(Park Rules and Regulations and Subchapter 402). 

 

Item 1-Approval of the minutes of August 18, 2021 – Eric introduced a motion to approve the 

08/18/2021 draft minutes; seconded by Rich.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 2-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 3-Correspondence---Eric relayed personal conversations with members of the public following a 

Public Comment made at the Sept 16, 2021 PI Town Board meeting regarding the poor condition of 

the Town Boat Landing on Crab Lake.  Eric noted that the P&R committee has relatively recent 

experience with details related to ownership and constraints on improvements at this boat landing and 

should be willing to support the Town with any activities related to addressing the citizen’s concerns. 

 

Item 4-Old Business 

 Item a.  Pipke Park North Pond muddy trail correction/alternative Trail.  New/alterative trail 

was discussed briefly.  Some members of the committee plan to mark a route for the hiking/walking 

trail when leaves are off this fall.  To enable required maintenance by the town crew, improvement of 

the muddy portion of North Pond Trail is being recommended.  Inquiries to WDNR established that no 

wetlands or other conditions requiring permitting are present. 

 Item b. Log pavilion surface remediation refinishing and staining choices.  Al Drum is to 

coordinate with the contractor performing the refinishing of the pavilion to determine their 

recommended finishing and staining materials.  This recommendation will be coordinated with 

members of the Town Board for approval and go-ahead. 

 Item c. Landscaping, etc. on bypass road on east side of South Pond.  Work is underway on 

converting the temporary bypass road into a path that will not be configured for vehicles.  The slope of 

the temporary road has been modified, banks stabilized, topsoil delivered, and plantings and additional 

landscaping are planned.  Work is being completed by members of the Town Board, the Town Crew, 

and other local citizens.  When completed, these features will be part of Pipke Park; administered and 

maintained like other elements of the Park. 

 Item d. Park Rules and Regulations and Subchapter 402.   A detailed review of the legacy Park 

Rules & Regulations was conducted, facilitated by Lorine Walters.  Ms Walters recorded 

recommended changes to the document, will compile and revise the draft, and it will be reviewed and 

approved at a future meeting.  A review of the legacy Town Parks and Other Town Properties 

Ordinance (SC 402) was conducted, facilitated by Eric.  A draft revision of the Ordinance was 

reviewed and recommended changes were suggested.  Eric recorded these recommendations, will 

compile and revise the draft, and it will be reviewed and endorsed at a future meeting. 

 Item e. Fish sticks in South Pond.  Members of the committee agreed that instillation of woody 

material (“fish sticks”) in the currently empty South Pond is appropriate and will contribute to the 
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health of the water body – when it is refilled. 

 Item f. Maintenance Projects/Max?  

1. Walking bridge repair.  The tree-fall damage to the walking bridge on the Nature Trail 

will be performed by Max.  The Town Board has approved purchase of the materials for 

this repair.  Some community volunteers have expressed a willingness to participate in 

these repairs. 

2. Wilderness Park vault toilet roof.  This project has been approved and materials have 

been acquired.  Max will perform this roofing work. 

3. Waterproof concrete at Pipke Park.  Max is expected to clean and seal the concrete 

apron around the pavilion. 

4. Gravel in wading area at South Pond.  Max has done maintenance on the existing gravel 

bed, as discussed at earlier P&R meeting(s).  He raked gravel up to the waterline and 

removed weeds (canary grass) that was growing along the shoreline.  Committee 

members and Steve Dimig noted that the Lions Club would like to see this area further 

improved with a sand beach (above the waterline) and cleanup that would make the area 

attractive for swimming.  Barb relayed she will inquire with Vilas County as to whether 

further shoreland development is permitted. 

 

Item 6. New Business 

 Item a. Budget  

1. Community Center Playground.  Topic was very briefly discussed; will be considered in 

the upcoming budget discussion and has been proposed as a work project for the spring 

community clean-up day. 

2. Bathrooms at Ball diamonds.  Cathy reported on the condition of these bathrooms; they 

can be improved with some mold present and deterioration of the siding.  Topic will be 

considered at the budget discussion. 

 Item b. Christmas Tree at Sensenbrenner Donation.  A member of the community has offered 

to donate funds for purchase of a conifer to be planted in the park and decorated seasonally with lights.  

Committee discussed, Rich moved to approve, Eric seconded, and the committee voted to approve. 

 Item c. Town Cleanup-September 29, 9:00 a.m.  Members of the committee plan to participate 

and lead some of the clean-up projects. 

 Item d. Next meeting will focus on preparation of the 2022 budget and will be held on Sept 27, 

2021, 11:00 A.M.  The next monthly meeting will be held on Wed 20 October 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Item 6-Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 P.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Eric Benn 

Member, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed: 6 October, 2021 


