
TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes April 13, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul 

Specht;  Al Drum; and PPP member Eric Benn.  Marshall Reckard, Town Chairman and Dennis Lawrence, 

consultant, were also present.    Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 8:40 am. 

Motion to approve the agenda by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve 

the minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 23, 2021 meeting, by Paul Specht, second by Carl 

Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Committee discussed resuming in person meetings at the Community Center.  Paul Specht moved, 

second by Carl Schoenecker to hold our next meeting on May 11, in person, at the Community Center.  

All Aye. 

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A. -Goals & Objectives Section - Dick Hemming noted the exhaustive work done by Eric Benn to 

reorganize the Goals & Objectives sections of each chapter of the draft plan and compile the 

Implementation section which followed.  Eric’s work included explicit documentation of how the Goals 

& Objectives incorporated all the Committee’s past suggestions.  Eric nevertheless gave a few examples 

of minor issues that had not been specifically included.  Paul Specht and the Committee agreed these 

has been subsumed in the broader language of the Goals & Objectives and the Committee gave a well-

deserved “atta boy” to Eric for “blood, sweat and tears” he had expended on this work.  Dick Hemming 

believed that consensus had been reached on the Goals & Objectives section, which included the 

Implementation items and Paul Specht moved to accept the re-written section as is.  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner seconded.  There was discussion of the need to prioritize the lengthy Implementation section 

and Dennis Lawrence thought that might be done following finalization of the Plan.  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner and Paul Specht thought at least some degree of prioritizing needed to accompany the Plan 

and with that understanding the motion passed unanimously. 

Item 5.B. Future Land Use Planning Map – Reference was made to the maps of town-owned lands that 

had been provided to the Committee by Peggy Johnson Wiessner and, more specifically, by Eric Benn.  

Marshall Reckard reminded the committee that we were not actually changing the zoning by designating 

usage on the map but merely indicating the direction the Comprehensive Plan proposed for future 

development in that area.   Peggy Johnson Wiessner observed that the Community Center Campus area 

might be an obvious appropriate location for multi-family /commercial development.  Paul Specht 

agreed and moved that area be designated as such on the Future Lane Use Map, second by Peggy 

Johnson Wiessner.  All Aye. Eric Benn noted that the Committee should also consider privately owned 

lands in the town that might be appropriate for future development.  Marshall Reckard and the 

Committee agreed.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner noted the 2020 Future Land Use Plan Map (Map 5 in the 

2020 Plan) included the corridors along County B from town to Crab Lake Road and County W from town 

to County P as commercial zones and that multi-family housing might appropriately be added to those 

zones.  Eric Benn observed that the corridor along County B from town north to the state line might also 

be added as Commercial/Multi-Family.  When the discussion was broadened to include the 



consideration of private lands within the township, the Committee decided to table final action on the 

Map to the next meeting. 

Item 5.C. Implementation Section -   Discussion on this issue concluded with the decision to review the 

section and recommend a limited number of items as priorities to be included in a separate section of 

the Plan.  Members should bring their recommendations to the next meeting. 

Item 6.A. – Public Hearing.  Dennis Lawrence clarified that a Public Hearing on the Plan was required 

after approval by the Town Board.  The final version of the draft Plan would be recommended to the 

Town Board by means of a Committee Resolution.  Prior to submitting that Resolution, Eric Benn 

suggested the Committee (or a spokesperson) attend a Town Board meeting to alert the Town Board 

and the public about the Committee’s process and progress in developing the Plan.  The May 20, 2021 

Town Board meeting was set as a goal for that informational presentation.  Dick Hemming hoped that 

the Committee Resolution might be ready for the Town Board in June or July and that the Public Hearing 

might be held sometime in August, with the Plan being finalized prior to Labor Day. 

Dennis Lawrence promised to provide the Committee with a revised draft of the Plan thus far no later 

than a week before the Committee’s next meeting which will be May 11, 2020, in person, at the 

Community Center. 

Motion to adjourn by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:50. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 


