
TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes May 11, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held at the PI Community Center 

Members Present –Dick Hemming; Carl Schoenecker; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul Specht (by phone); 

Al Drum; and PPP members Eric Benn; Barb Peck; Carmen Farwell. Dennis Lawrence, consultant 

attended by phone.  Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 8:35 am. Motion to 

approve the agenda by Al Drum, second by Paul Specht. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting held April 13, 2021, by al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

 Except for the Future Land Use Planning Map, the Committee had received Dennis Lawrence’s revision 

of the entire nine chapters of the PI 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  Dennis reviewed the remaining next 

steps to completion of the Plan.  After any changes to Dennis’ revision, the Committee needs to add the 

Future Land Use Planning Map, finalize the Implementation Chapter, and approve a Resolution 

transmitting the Plan to the Town Board.  Dennis will draft the Resolution for the Committee to approve 

at its next regular meeting.   After receiving the Committee’s Resolution, the Town Board will set a date 

for a Public Hearing.  Adjoining jurisdictions and Vilas County will be notified of the Hearing.  Ultimately 

the Town Board will pass the Plan as an Ordinance.  Eric Benn asked what the obligation of the Town 

Board was to address issues that might be raised at the Public Hearing.  That appears to be entirely 

within the purview of the Board itself whether to adjust the plan to pass it as is. 

Item 5.A. Future Land Use Planning Map – After discussion of additional locations for commercial 

activity (Paul Specht on Parcels 22-1150 & 1152 and Carl Schoenecker on County P) the Committee 

focused on adding a commercial corridor north on county B to the state line.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner 

moved that the Land Use Planning Map designate the areas one-quarter mile on either side of county B 

from Crab Lake Road to the Michigan state line and county W from the junction of B & W west to county 

P as future commercial planning.  Motion seconded by Paul Specht & Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  Eric 

Benn volunteered to provide Dennis Lawrence with a copy of that area for inclusion in the Plan. 

Item 5.B.  Implementation Section – After discussion whether to prioritize items in the Implementation 

Chapter (Al Drum offered nine suggestions) the Committee asked Dennis to prepare a summary 

paragraph at the end of the Chapter noting that the Plan Commission would annually review items to be 

especially addressed in the coming year.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner urged that a review of the Plan be a 

mandated part of the Town’s Annual meeting.  Paul Specht framed that suggestion as a motion with a 

second by Eric Benn.  All Aye.  It was noted that our next annual meeting is May 18, 2021 at 6:00pm and 

that the Plan commission should give a brief overview of our work on the Plan at that meeting. 

Paul Specht had one correction to Chapter 4 on page 40 where the second bullet address an 18- mile 

bike loop.  That reference should be eliminated because that route does not exist.  Also, the Map on 

pages 43 & 44 should be eliminated.  Also questioned was whether the population numbers for the 

town could not be updated.  Eric Benn noted our full-time resident numbers are trending upwards 

especially in view of the Covid influence. 



The Committee agreed to add all the names of the Public Participation Members to the Plan with a 

special, well-deserved note to the important contributions made by member Eric Benn. 

Dennis Lawrence noted that there was no uniformity in citing goals for all the Chapters with Chapters 6 

& 7 lacking goals.  Eric Benn reminded the Committee they had decoded to eliminate “Goals” and 

instead summarized each Chapter with Objectives and Strategies.  Dennis Lawrence will revise 

accordingly. 

Next meeting was set for Tuesday, June 8 at 7:00.  The change of meeting time was made to 

accommodate attendance of the Zoning Administrator. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Paul Specht.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:55. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 


