
Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting January 9, 2019

Agenda Item 1—Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called 
to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:07 A.M., at the offices of Headwaters Real Estate, Presque Isle.  Also present were
Pete Cober, Bob Barofsky, Secretary Al Drum, Cathy Weber, and visitor Eric Benn.  

Agenda Item 2—Approval of the minutes of  the Special Meeting of November 19, 2018, the Special Meeting of 
November 27, 2018, and the Regular Meeting of December 5, 2018---Bob moved to approve all three sets of minutes, 
seconded by Barb.  Motion passed.

Agenda Item 3—Liaison Report---Cathy suggested that in support of a Healthy Lakes Grant application, the easterly 
boundary of Pipke Park should be clarified.  (This boundary is an irregular set of boundaries between privately owned 
properties along Presque Isle's main street in the platted village, and lands owned by the Town of Presque Isle's Pipke 
Park).  Clarifying this boundary would help in placement of landscaping plantings funded by the grant and to be 
positioned along the easterly town property line.  Visitor Eric Benn suggested he can help to locate this irregular 
property boundary by using existing GIS mapping.  Al added that we could try to obtain existing survey mapping that 
might give enhanced detail about these boundary locations.  Al, Bob and Eric will check with the Vilas County 
Mapping Department.

Agenda Item 4—Correspondence---Al reported that he had forwarded the Presque Isle 26-page Five Year Recreation 
Plan to a friend in the Borough of Langhorne, Pennsylvania, who is active with a group developing a public Open 
Space Project.

Agenda Item 5a.—Survey of Public Input for Recreational Preferences---Pete pointed out that May 1, 2019 is the 
deadline for recreational grant applications to DNR.  We may want to hurry up in gathering public input.  Discussion 
followed about how to best gather public input for recreational needs.  Bob outlined an outreach effort for public input
for Pipke Park conducted several years ago.  Pete suggested identifying and categorizing both low-cost, and higher-
cost projects.  More discussion followed.  Do we do a survey?  Barb and Pete will work to set up a quick survey.  Barb
moved to develop and issue a survey, at a cost not to exceed $1000, to be paid from the Park and Rec 2019 budget.  
Motion seconded by Pete.  Motion carried.  This effort may require special Park and Rec meetings.

Agenda Item 5b---Lions Pipke Park Projects Update---It was reported that the Lions do not want to remove 
playground equipment from Sensenbrenner Park.  Can the equipment at least be fixed up?  The Committee surmised 
that the subject should stay at rest for the present.

For the Pipke Park Lions projects, all that is left to do is the deep sink installation in the pavilion.  All agreed 
the Lions did a great job and a wonderful service for Pipke Park, and for the Town.  Wayne McDonald suggested an 
additional outdoor overhead light would be helpful for nighttime cookouts to help the cook to see better.  It could be 
portable.  The winter program was very successful.  We need to do more of these gatherings in the Park.  Pete 
suggested that the skating rink needs to be publicized, and that the nighttime lighting needs to be featured.  Perhaps 
signs would be helpful.  Bob and Al will research signs that might be placed in the park highlighting the rink, 
including possibly specifying the safety of the ice.  The committee discussed the need for additional parking in the 
vicinity of the pavilion, deciding to table the discussion for now, but recognizing that action is needed to enhance 
parking space.

Agenda Item 5c---Firewood Removal from Pipke Park---Bob will discuss with the DNR the idea of firewood removal 
from the woodlands surrounding the Wilderness Trail.  The subject is tabled for now.  Cathy suggested that a town 
resident would be glad to remove the silt fence on the Wilderness Trail near the trailhead, overlooking the Presque Isle
River.  Pete added that portions of the trail are eroding, and need to be checked out and remedied. 

Agenda Item 5d---North Pond Trail---The Committee discussed the wet portion of the north pond trail on the east 
portion of the trail paralleling CTH B.  Cathy asked DNR personnel about the process to do work on the north pond 
trail within Northern Highlands-American Legion State Forest lands.  Bob offered to talk further with the DNR trail 
boss about possibly installing a boardwalk to allow walkers to avoid the wet trail portions.  Since a boardwalk could 
be substantially financed by a grant, Pete and Cathy suggested that they will participate in a computer-supported grant
writing class.



Agenda Item 5e---ADA Guidelines for Park Projects---This item will be discussed at the February meeting of the Park
and Rec Committee.

Agenda Item 6a---Possible Oriental Bittersweet in Pipke Park---Cathy described a park location where Bittersweet 
appears.  It needs to be removed, in a fairly straightforward procedure, where the plant is cut and the exposed end still 
in the ground is treated with herbicide.

Agenda Item 6b---Canoe landing on Presque Isle River, Possible Location---A possible landing site is accessible from 
the Wilderness Trail.  We should experiment with a canoe in the spring to see how much of the river is navigable 
toward Marenisco.

Agenda Item 6c---Bench Along River---Perhaps a bench can be placed near the proposed canoe landing.

Added Agenda Item 6d---Bridge---For the bridge offered as a donation by Vilas County, the Rhinelander engineering 
firm MSA is preparing an installation estimate.

Added Agenda Item 6e---Five Year Recreation Plan---Pete will send the plan to the DNR as soon as letters of support 
from other town organizations and committees are received and can be included with the plan.

Added Agenda Item 6f---Healthy Lakes Grant---Cathy reported that grant submission is due February 1, 2019.  Native
plantings are involved, as well as stormwater runoff protection and other elements.  The grant will be cash funded for 
75% of the cost, and funded by in-kind work hours and equipment charges and volunteer work hours, thereby not 
requiring funding from the town treasury.

Agenda Item 7—Public Comment---Visitor Eric Benn contributed information during discussion of Agenda Item 3a.

Agenda Item 8---Next Meeting---The next meeting will be Wednesday, February 13, 2019, 10:00 A.M. at the 
Community Building.

Agenda Item 9---Adjournment---Pete moved to adjourn, seconded by Al-Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Transcribed January 19, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting February 13, 2019

Agenda Item 1—Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation 
Committee was called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:07 A.M., at the Town Board meeting room.  
Also present were Pete Cober, Bob Barofsky, Secretary Al Drum, Cathy Weber, and visitor Eric Benn.  
Otto Novak was absent.

Agenda Item 2—Approval of the minutes of  the Regular Meeting of January 9, 2019---Bob moved to 
approve the minutes of the January 9, 2019 regular meeting, seconded by Pete.  Motion carried.

Agenda Item 3—Liaison Report---Eric reported that he had a survey map with markers at all property 
corners of Pipke Park, which in particular outlines the easterly park line adjoining main street private 
properties.  This line can easily be marked on the ground to facilitate positioning of plantings 
purchased by possible Healthy Lakes Grant monies.

Cathy noted that the Pipke Park pavilion door can be locked inadvertently from the inside.  
Cathy has purchased a lock that can only be locked from the outside, and by a key.  Max Wallace will 
take care of the new door lock installation.

Agenda Item 4—Correspondence---Barb reported that the EDC letter of support to accompany the 
Recreation Plan will be forthcoming soon.  Pete has support letters from the Town Board and the 
Chamber, which he passed around to Committee members.

Agenda Item 5a.—Survey of Public Input for Recreational Preferences---Pete and Barb handed out a 
draft copy of an eleven-question public input survey developed by Barb, Pete and John Maclean.  A 
long discussion and review of the draft survey ensued, question by question, as follows: 

Question 1.  Status of respondent-After discussion, Eric suggested that a line in the title of the 
survey establish that respondents are all Presque Isle property owners, both full time year-around 
residents and part time residents.

Question 2.  Do you use trails in Pipke Park?-Members suggested that this question should 
perhaps clarify which trails are being referenced, or, include the word “frequently”, or, should just ask 
about using the park itself and not even mention trails.

Question 3.  Wildlife platform on north pond-Members suggested changing the platform 
location to “all of Pipke Park” instead of “north pond”.

New Question 4.  Members suggested a new question, “Do you favor improving the walking 
path around the north pond in Pipke Park where it periodically floods, by installing a boardwalk?”

Current Question 4. Add pedestrian bridge next to snowmobile bridge?-Leave this question as 
is.

Question 5.  Playground equipment-Members suggested that this question simply ask, “Should
Pipke Park have a playground?”

Questions 6 and 7.  Use of log pavilion at the Community Center, and use of Wilderness Park-
Following a lengthy discussion, members decided they would not know what to do with answers to 
these two questions, and suggested that we eliminate questions 6 and 7.

Question 8.  New picnic area and parking space at Crab Lake landing-After a long discussion,
members suggested leaving question 8 just as it is.

Question 9.  Public swimming beach-Members suggested leaving this question just as it is.
Question 10. Would you use a swimming beach?-Members recommended removing Question 

10.
Question 11. What do you think should be added to enhance Presque Isle's recreational 



needs?-Members suggested adding to the beginning of this question, “What do you really like about 
Presque Isle's recreational amenities, and please tell us....”. 

At the end of Item 5a of the agenda, members decided to meet at a Special Park and Rec 
Meeting on Tuesday, February 19, 2019, to finalize the survey document.  This timely meeting 
will thereby expedite the mailing, and receipt of comments, in time to submit a grant by May 1, 
2019, for any projects we feel are grant-worthy after analyzing survey responses.

 Agenda Item 5b---Al passed around a draft sign of “welcome” to skating pond users with a “skate at 
your own risk” disclaimer on it.  One change was made.  Al will procure one sign from Lakeland 
Graphics.

Agenda Item 5c---Pipke Park additional parking-Will consider again in spring of 2019.

Agenda Item 5d---Improvement to north pond walking trail—This issue is dealt with on the survey

Agenda Item 5e---ADA Guidelines---Consider in spring of 2019

Agenda Item 5f---Installation of steel pedestrian bridge in Pipke Park adjacent to snowmobile bridge---
The engineering firm estimated up to $90,000 for installation of the bridge offered by Vilas County.  Al
will ask for more detail from the engineering firm, and perhaps ask for a second opinion.

Agenda Item 5g---Five Year Rec Plan Submittals---The list of entities receiving copies of the Plan is 
unclear.  Members will clarify the list at the upcoming special meeting.  Also, at the special meeting, 
members will re-insert the proposed 18-hole golf course project into the plan.

Agenda Item 5h---Healthy Lakes Grant-Discussion at a future meeting will include procedures for  
recording volunteer and in-kind work hours.

Agenda Item 6---New Business

Agenda Item 6a---Pete suggested that Pipke Park has become busy enough to have a serious schedule.  
After consulting with Emmy Norton, members felt that Emmy had a good handle on the scheduling 
process.

Agenda Item 6b---Pete reminded members that we need to take action on our long projects list.

Agenda Item 7---Adjournment--Meeting adjourned at 12:10 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
February 14, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting February 19, 2019

Agenda Item 1—Call to order—The special meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation 
Committee was called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:07 A.M., at the Town Board meeting room.  
Also present were Pete Cober, Secretary Al Drum, Cathy Weber, and new committee member-designate
Eric Benn.  Otto Novak, a valued committee member for the last several years, has resigned from the 
committee, and did not attend; Bob Barofsky also did not attend.

Agenda Item 2---Approval of Agenda---Pete moved to approve the Agenda, seconded by Barb.  Motion
carried.

Agenda Item 3---Approval of the minutes of  the Regular Meeting of February 13, 2019---Cathy asked 
that Agenda Item 3 indicate that Max Wallace will take care of replacing the door handle and lock at 
the Pipke Park pavilion.---Pete moved to approve the minutes of the February 13, 2019 as amended, 
seconded by Barb.  Motion carried.

Agenda Item 4—Finalize recreational needs survey document---Barb presented a modified survey draft
that reflected suggested changes from the February 13, 2019 meeting.

Introductory paragraph---Members decided to rewrite the second sentence to read, “To be most 
useful, we ask that you respond within ten days.”

Question 1.  No change
Question 2.  No change
Question 3.  No change
Question 4.  No change
Question 5.  Members decided to change the first sentence to read, “Presently the Wilderness 

Trail at Pipke Park is accessed over the snowmobile trail bridge.”
Question 6.  Members decided to remove the first sentence completely.  The second sentence 

would change to read, “Do you favor developing a playground at Pipke Park?”
Question 7.  Members decided to change the second sentence to read, “Would you favor 

purchasing additional land near, or adjacent to, the landing for a picnic area and more 
parking?”

Question 8.  No change
Question 9.  No change
Question 10. No change
Following discussion about changes to the survey questions summarized above, members 

discussed at length the time schedule required.  This schedule must achieve producing the document, 
mailing, receipt back, analysis, decisions, public hearing, achieving approval from the Town Board for  
adoption of projects, and grant writing to help finance projects.  The final time objective is May 1, 
2019, the deadline to submit certain DNR and Federal recreational grants.

Members discussed whether or not to include a return envelope for responses, and whether or 
not to provide postage for this return envelope, acknowledging that there are over 1500 recipients for 
this survey. Barb briefly described a process offered by the US Postal Service that allows a form of 
prepayment, or fee, for return envelopes where the sender is not certain how many recipients will use 
the return envelope.  This service, termed “indicia”, appears to depend significantly upon the total 
number of initial mailings involved, and upon the actual number of “returns” received, in order to 
determine if it has a cost advantage over the simple process of just placing a return stamp on each 
return envelope.  Barb will investigate this service further and determine expected costs for different 
mailing alternatives.



Members then discussed  the need to enlist help from groups such as the Chamber, EDC, and 
town office to boost publicity for this survey project.

Members returned to the time schedule question and developed the following schedule:
● March 11 is deadline for completion, assembling and mailing of survey materials.
● April 1 is deadline for receipt of substantive number of responses, analysis of 
responses, decision on which projects to propose, and the beginning of grant writing.  
Members decided also that the Committee  must meet on this date at Headwaters 
Real Estate.  Members preparing project cost estimates will have completed estimates.
● April 6,   2019  , is Public Hearing, 10:00 A.M. for the selected projects
● April 16 is Presque Isle Annual Meeting, where the Committee will report on this 
survey and other Committee projects.
● April 18 is Town Board Meeting where the Committee will need Town to commit, by 

Resolution, to full support of the chosen projects.  This Resolution must 
accompany any grant applications.

● May 1, 2019 is deadline for DNR and Federal grant applications.
Members examined the projects referenced on the survey, and recognized that only a limited 

number were feasible to pursue on such a short time schedule: 1) The boardwalk installation on the 
north pond trail and the wildlife viewing platform [Questions 3 and 4] can be combined as one project. 
This combined project is considered feasible on a short schedule; 2)  The proposed Pipke Park 
playground [Question 6] is also considered feasible.  These are the two projects for which cost 
estimates will be developed.  The estimates will be developed in advance and ready for the April 1 
analysis and decision meeting.

Members then developed work assignments:
● Al--Estimates for the boardwalk and viewing platform
● Pete—Estimates for the playground project
● Pete—Research and identify grants appropriate for our two potential projects
● Barb—Mailing details and publicity posters
● Pete—EDC meeting presentations and requests
● Eric—Contact lake associations for help in publicity
● Barb---Contact Chamber for help in publicity
● Cathy—Arrange for publicity by means of the town website 

Agenda Item 5—Review recipients, names and addresses, of the recreation plan---Members advised 
Pete on some of the destinations for copies of the Recreation Plan

Note:  Future meetings:  Regular meeting 10:00 A.M. Wednesday, March 13, 2019
     Special meeting 10:00 A.M. Monday, April 1, 2019

Meeting Adjourned 12:10 P.M., Tuesday, February 19, 2019

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum, Secretary
February 21, 2019 

    

 



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting March 13, 2019

Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 
order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:08 A.M., March 13, 2019, at the Town Board meeting room.  Also 
present were Pete Cober, Secretary Al Drum, Cathy Weber, Eric Benn.  Bob Barofsky did not attend.  
Present also were Max Wallace and Steve Smith.

Approval of Agenda---Pete moved to approve the Agenda, seconded by Eric.  Motion carried.

Approval of the minutes of  the Special Meeting of February 19, 2019------Pete moved to approve the 
minutes of the February 19, 2019, seconded by Eric.  Motion carried.

Public Comment---During discussions on Old and New Business agenda items, visitors Max Wallace 
and Steve Smith contributed.  These contributions will be scattered throughout agenda item 
discussions, with comments appropriately attributed.

Old Business
●Crab Lake Landing—Members  acknowledged the letter sent to Barb Peck from Barry 

MacLean, President, Crab Lake Property Owners Association, with attachments, demonstrating that the
Crab Lake Landing is privately owned land, upon which the Town of Presque Isle has an easement to 
operate a public boat landing.  However, the documentation shows further that absolutely no 
improvements or expansions are to be made to the landing facility by the Town.  Visitor Steve Smith 
offered additional information regarding the landing.  Members appreciated the graciousness of Mr. 
MacLean's letter, and the completeness of the accompanying documentation.  Some discussion 
followed about the need for the Town to store documentation of this sort for easy retrieval.  A short 
discussion also followed focused on the Lynx Lake landing. 

●Recreational Needs Survey, mixed with discussion of New Business Item regarding Parks and 
Rec Budgeting---Cathy briefly discussed the Parks and Rec budget, including its format, dollar 
amounts in the budget, and the fact that parts of this budget exist as capital funds.  Cathy pointed out 
that the capital funds can accumulate, or accrue, from year to year, and that this capital account now 
contains $25,000, earmarked for future outlays to improve vault toilets and the log pavilion building by
the offices.  Members then realized that they had not participated in the Town's official budgeting 
process last October and had not asked the Town to include amounts for discretionary spending on 
projects that emerge throughout the year.  Because of this budget preparation shortfall P & R had no 
discretionary funds to pay for the Recreational Needs Survey, without the time consuming process of 
gaining Town Board approval.  Cathy offered to create a Town Board agenda item for discussion and 
possible action on establishing a discretionary dollar expenditure amount that town committees would 
have the authority to commit without Town Board approval.  This lack of available budgeted project 
monies for the Committee thereby made it impossible for the Committee to approach the Town Board 
and gain permission to spend approximately $2500-plus to launch the Recreation Survey in a timely 
manner.  The survey will be postponed.

New Business
●Fish Stocking in Pipke Park south pond---Pete asked first whether or not existing lake study 

grants recently awarded to PI Lakes Committee could be extended to the south pond.  Steve Smith 
pointed out that the EDC had raised $3000 for the stocking.  The EDC is now struggling for permission
from the DNR to stock the pond; Steve described the permitting process required to stock a water body.
Cathy answered Pete's first question by pointing out that the grants were for specified lakes and could 



not be extended to the south pond.  Pete felt that the pond needs a study of fish populations and living 
conditions.  Cathy suggested Pete talk to Otto Novak for information.  Barb asked generally how we 
can get some sort of study data from the pond.  Steve Smith offered to make some recommendations 
based upon his interest and experience in lake fish populations.  He added that annual lab work would 
total about $600.00.  Discussions followed about how the DNR can be urged to do some population 
studies in the South Pond.  Pete will bring this subject to the next EDC meeting.  The plan is to try to 
get some fish stocks into the south pond yet this year of 2019, and see how this stocking works in 
subsequent years.  Perhaps we can get on the DNR list for population sampling in year 2020 or 2021.  
Park and Rec should contact DNR to get on this list.  Perhaps an application for a Knowles-Nelson 
grant for Recreational Needs, including fish stocking or sampling, can be submitted yet this year by the
deadline of August 1, 2019.

●Liability in Pipke Park (NHAL portion of Wilderness Trail)---Al will talk to NHAL Property 
Manager to learn what land use agreements and memos of understanding will be required supporting 
Town efforts in maintaining the Wilderness Trail.  Some discussion also focused on liability at the 
horseshoe pits if the fence is removed to provide more room at events.  Max discussed his role in doing
any temporary fence removal.

●Parks Usage Statistics Tracking---Pete felt that we need to track usage numbers in our parks.  
This item will be considered on the April 11, 2019 agenda.

●New Town Logo---Pete presented graphics depicting a proposed new town logo and proposed 
sign for Pipke Park, professionally done.  This item was initiated by the EDC.

●Projects of low cost and simple implementation---Barb will get ideas from Brenda Dyer about 
improving the landing at Little Horsehead.  Pete will talk to the DNR about grants to improve the Little
Horsehead landing.  A Special Meeting to prioritize low cost projects that will be simpler to 
implement is scheduled for Monday, March 25, 2019, at 10:00 A.M. at the public office.

Adjournment---Meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M.

Minutes transcribed on March 17, 2019.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting March 25, 2019

Call to order -- The special meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 
order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:10 A.M., March 25, 2019, at the Town Board meeting room. Also 
present were Pete Cober, Cathy Logan Weber, and Eric Benn. Bob Barofsky and Al Drum did not 
attend. No guests or members of the public were present.

Approval of Agenda -- Pete moved to approve the Agenda, seconded by Eric. Motion carried.

Public Comment -- None

Old Business -- Discussion and review of possible action on implementing proposed projects not 
needing further justification or input; projects derived from the Updated Five-Year Town of Presque 
Isle Wisconsin Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.

General findings or recommendations:
1. develop a list of items/locations that require annual maintenance in spring
2. develop a list of Projects and Maintenance to pass to Max for his attention/consideration
3. develop a list of Projects and Maintenance to pass to Marshal/Town Board for their 

attention/consideration

Specific findings or recommendations:

List Titled:  Low Cost Projects and Maintenance Proceed without Public Input
Boating Recommendation/Next Steps
 Re-pave and stripe the Little Horsehead Landing   Peter to coordinate w/ planning for 

repaving Hwy B
 Start a public watercraft program at Pipke Park  Sign:  Al working; design and bid 

prepared – to be submitted to Town 
Board for approval

 Canoe/PFDs/Paddles:  Al working
 Clean-up Paddle Boats:  Barb & 

Eric (when weather permits)
Fishing
 Add more public fishing piers at Pipke Park 

(Team Retreat donation).
 Bob to talk to Team Retreat

 Stock the south pond at Pipke with panfish as part 
of obtaining a community fishing pond 
designation (this is an EDC project being done in 
cooperation with the DNR).

 EDC lead; Bluegills on track, Bass 
TBD

 PRC to take lead on applying to 
DNR for fish survey (2020+), water 
quality, pursuing grants for Healthy 
Lakes & related (Cathy already 
working)

 Evaluate what can be done to enhance the fish 
habitat in the ponds at Pipke Park (part of the 
above project).

 Above



Events/Festivals/Fairs
 Repair or replace the pavilion used for picnics at 

the Community Park.
 Pavilion to be on April agenda

 Add electrical outlets to Sensenbrenner Park’s 
pavilion. 

 Barb to call potential electrician

 Add epoxy paint to Pipke’s warming pavilion 
floor.

 Plan to do this w/ work on vault 
toilets at community center

 Cathy working (scope & cost)
 Replace the apron for the Pipke warming pavilion 

with either blacktop or pavers.  
 Need expertise to advise on options 

& costs
 Barb to reach out

Canoeing/kayaking
 Develop a kayaking trail that would go through 5 

lakes and end at Sensenbrenner Park.
 Wait until lakes open up & then 

have someone (TBD) paddle the 
route to determine feasibility

 Eric interested
 Add a canoe landing area at Pipke Park to access 

the Presque Isle River
 Wait until lakes open up & then 

have someone (TBD) paddle the 
route to determine feasibility

Pipke Park 
 Develop a kiosk with historical photos from when 

the park operated as a saw mill. 
 Fold this into various initiatives 

related to Pipke Park; e.g. acquire 
lots on Main St, signs & maps, 
additional access, etc.

 PRC role TBD
 Add nature signage to the wilderness trails.  For June agenda

 PRC supports addtl signs
 Coordinate with Beautification 

Committee; already doing research 
 Improve the walking area around the north pond 

where it floods.
 Two issues:
1) repair road for maint access; Maint 
Crew lead
2) potential trail boardwalk closer to 
shore of pond; public input to be sought 

 Add guard rails on the sides of the entrance road 
where it goes over the culverts.

 Strong PRC endorsement for this; 
Issue to be raised to Town Board 
(TBD)

 Add a canoe landing and bench for the Presque 
Isle river

 Wait until lakes open up & then 
have someone (TBD) paddle the 
route to determine feasibility

Wilderness Park
 Add protection for the shoreline restoration area to

protect the area from snowmobiles. Add a railing 
to the steps in this area.

 Protection for shoreline DONE
Railing for steps is issue for Town 
Board (TBD)

Community Center 
 Add nature signage to the Community Center  For June agenda



Trails.  PRC supports addtl signs
Coordinate with Beatification 
Committee; already doing research

Other areas to be considered
 Develop a list of standard information to be shown

on all boat landing kiosks including emergency 
info (e,g. fire number).

 Issue for April agenda
 Bob may already have info
 Recommend coord w/ DNR on 

signage on their kiosks
 Add new signage at all public parks and landings. 

This is part of an overall effort to upgrade signage 
throughout the town.

 In work

 Determine whether all public parks and landings 
are ADA compliant and what work is needed for 
any that are not.

 Issue for May agenda
 Recommend coord w/ DNR on legal

requirements for ADA & best 
practices

 Evaluate what wildlife/shoreland restoration 
plantings are needed at Pipke Park. 

 Issue for May agenda
 Coordinate with Beatification 

Committee; already doing research
 Evaluate what should be done with the easement 

to Cathaline Lake.
 Issue for June agenda
 Need to visit site

 Evaluate what should be done with the canoe drop
for the Community Park at Stateline Lake.

 Issue for June agenda
 Need to visit site

 Evaluate what should be done with the dirt 
unimproved landing at Crawford Lake. 

 Issue for June agenda
 Need to visit site

 Evaluate what should be done with the Annabelle 
Lake landing. 

 Issue for June agenda
 Need to visit site

 Evaluate what should be done with the Lynx Lake 
Landing. 

 Issue for June agenda
 Need to visit site

 Healthy Lakes grant. 75% of the cost will be 
covered by a grant, the balance will be covered by 
in kind donations of labor and equipment

 In work

 Additional parking at Pipke near the warming 
pavilion

 Issue for May agenda
 Need to coordinate w/ other 

committees or activities (e.g. 
Marshal)

 Evaluate what we need to do related to ADA 
guidelines.

 Issue for May agenda
 Recommend coord w/ DNR on legal

requirements for ADA & best 
practices

 Removal of oriental bittersweet at Pipke  Cathy has lead
 Removal of firewood from the Pipke Park nature 

trails
 Delete issue; need MOU & 

supporting documentation from 
DNR on land use/maintenance

 Re-do the path to the Shanty Boy Hill cemetary  Multiple paths (4) exist now (+/-)
 Need to determine how many & 



which should be maintained
 PRC should ground survey this 

when weather permits
 Path along the ball diamonds should 

be in regular mowing schedule
 Map update for Pipke Park for the boundaries and 

who owns what  
 We have map documenting 

boundaries
 Need to find survey posts recorded 

on the map when snow clears;  
Cathy, Al, Eric, etc.

List Titled:  Maintenance/Minor Projects
Pipke Park Recommendation/Next Steps
 Add a sign on the warming center that there are 

public restrooms. 
 Done

 The apron for the warming center is badly 
cracked and needs replacement. This could 
possibly be done at the same time as the cement 
work currently being bid at the community 
center. 

 Need expertise to advise on options 
& costs

 Barb to reach out

 There is a gap in the warming center doors that 
needs to be fixed. Will be addressed at the same 
time as the weather stripping for the community 
center (Cathy) 

 Long-standing problem
 Cathy to get w/ Skip; coordinate w/ 

Community Ctr

 Overall the gravel trail around the south pond has
lost about 6-8’ of its width in several areas to 
grass and weeds. We should get bids to restore its
original width, probably using a weed burner so 
no chemicals contaminate the ponds. 

 Maintenance team has committed to 
doing this

 Coordinate w/ Marshal this task for 
Maint team

Sensenbrenner Park 
 There is a covered picnic area that needs to have 

the roof cleaned or replaced and be re-stained. 
 Lions have committed to fixing this 

[POC John McLean – EDC]
 There is a cement and wood chair that needs to be

disposed of. 
 Done

 There is an overgrown sandbox and a couple of 
children’s diggers, and a blue toy that need to be 
removed. 

 Blue Toy must stay; propose 
repainting to make less conspicuous

 recommend getting rid of sandbox & 
diggers; ask if maintenance team can 
remove

ADD:  Cathy recommends we get rid of 
or fix the recycle/trash containers; 
replace w/ something that can be 
serviced by maint team

Presque Isle Community Park 
 Remove dead/dying tree leaning against 

lightpole(s) at ball diamond; safety hazard
 Ask Town Board to authorize 

contracting Dave’s Tree Service to 



remove.
 The nature trails have several areas with severe 

washout that need to be filled. They are also 
badly overgrown and need to be scheduled for 
regular mowing. 

 Ask maintenance team to look at 
washouts & determine if they can fill

 Ask Marshal to validate these trails 
should be on regular mowing 
schedule

 The horseshoe pits need to be dug out and fresh 
sand added 

 Recommend removing pits & fencing
along parking & pavilion

 Recommend consult with relevant 
stakeholders before proceeding 
(Lions, etc)

 Vault toilet at fire barn. Issues include 
ventilation, replacing roof, screens on west side 
needing repair/replacement, exterior painting. 

 Most repairs done; still need floor 
repair and rebuild stalls.

 Difficult to get bids on such a small 
job - Cathy working

 Funded from capitol outlays
Shanty Boy Hill Cemetery 
 The foliage needs serious attention on both paths 

and around the sign. This is more than minor 
pruning and we recommend Dave’s Tree Service 
be hired to do any work that Max can’t do. Note 
that similar work is needed to remove dead trees 
and branches overhanging the paths in the Pipke 
Park nature trails and at the nature trails by the 
community center. 

 Multiple paths (4) exist now (+/-)
 Need to determine how many & 

which should be maintained
 PRC should ground survey this when 

weather permits
 Path along the ball diamonds should 

be in regular mowing schedule

Wilderness Park 
 Two of the grills need to have the trees trimmed 

up above them.
 Maintenance team can fix
 Should ensure when Marshal & team 

“go around & survey” they’re 
looking for these sorts of issues.  
(Should we be making a list?)

New Business -- None

Adjournment -- Meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M.

Minutes transcribed on March 28, 2019.

Respectfully Submitted,

Eric Benn
Member, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting April 10, 2019

Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 
order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:12 A.M., April 10, 2019, at the Town Board meeting room.  Also 
present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky.  Cathy Weber, liaison, did not attend.  

Approval of Agenda---Pete moved to approve the Agenda, seconded by Eric.  Motion carried.

Approval of the minutes of  the Regular Meeting of March 13, 2019 and the Special Meeting of March 
25, 2019------Eric moved to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2019 Regular Meeting and the 
Special Meeting of March 25, 2019, seconded by Pete.  Motion carried.

Public Comment---None

Correspondence---Bob reported email messaging between Tony Martinez, DNR trails manager, and 
Bob, regarding two subjects: 1) Tony asked Bob's advice on the installation and use of helical-
supported boardwalks on trails, such as cost, structural stability, contractors to install; 2) Tony then 
indicated that he had a project coming in June requiring boardwalks.  Bob will meet soon with Tony to 
furnish information on Presque Isle's experience with installations on Pipke Park's Wilderness Trail.

Old Business
● Standardized information on boat landing kiosks---Pete suggested that emergency information

should be placed on all kiosks.
● Kiosk Maintenance---Kiosks need cleaning and removal of graffiti; a list of spring 

maintenance items should include kiosks.  Bob outlined kiosk history in P.I., pointing out that the 
messaging should have these three divisions: 1) DNR information; 2) Town information; 3) Lake 
Association information.  Additional information could include mapping containing navigational 
hazard locations.  Bob added a discussion about placement and maintenance of buoys, and the 
confusing and complicated nature of buoy deployment.  DNR rules on this subject are strict, and may 
even conflict with town ordinances.  Barb suggested that buoys are outside the purview of this 
committee.  Switching back to kiosks, Barb suggested information displayed should include the 200-
foot no-wake rule and hours for water skiing and jet skiing.  Discussion about ordinance violations 
followed.  Perhaps the Chamber should remind waterfront property rental managers annually about PI 
lake usage ordinances.  Perhaps a simple listing of applicable lake usage ordinance numbers followed 
by a bullet-point summary of applicable times and distance limits is all that's needed for display at 
kiosks.  This committee does have a part to do to provide town-oriented information on kiosks.  The 
following actions are planned, to be reviewed at the May meeting: 1) Pete will visit all kiosks and 
note what information is displayed on each one; 2) Bob will discuss daily fish bag limits with DNR; 
3) Barb will investigate town-oriented information belonging on kiosks.

● Public Watercraft program at Pipke Park---Al showed images of the aluminum canoe to be 
offered for public use and of a wood rack he will put together to hold two canoes, and indicated he will 
order the sign to be displayed for canoe users (as well as the sign for the ice skating area to be 
displayed next winter).  Barb showed a proposed daily check sheet for the publicly used equipment.

● Additional fishing pier at Pipke Park---Bob will talk to Team Retreat about helping to finance 
a second fishing pier for the south pond.

● Community park pavilion---Al reported that Hunter Engineering of Eagle River has in hand a 
contract authorized by the Town Board for an engineering study of the pavilion this spring to determine
what kinds of repairs may be needed to restore the pavilion to top shape, and how much this will cost.



● Electrical outlets in Sensenbrenner Park pavilion---Barb met with electricians and discussed 
possible ways to bring conductors to the park pavilion.  This will be reviewed at the May meeting.

● Pipke Park pavilion concrete apron repair---Barb has met with contractors; probably the 
existing concrete will have to be removed, a deep excavation will be made to remove unstable soils, 
and a compacted thick layer of engineered material will be backfilled, followed by a new concrete 
surface.  This will be reviewed in May.

● Historic photos kiosks---Historic photos are suggested for Sensenbrenner Park, Pipke Park 
(ponds, sawmill history), Shanty Boy Cemetery.  Shanty Boy Cemetery seems to be an important 
historical feature, requiring careful messaging, and a kiosk.  Our local historian and the Heritage 
Society can help to produce a message.  Also, trails leading to the cemetery need to be cleared and 
identified.  Bob will talk to Tony Martinez about durable signage.  

● Parks and Rec Survey---Perhaps we can include the survey in a spring mailing from the 
Chamber.  Parks and Rec could help with mailing costs, by requesting funding from the Town Board.

● Pipke Park “volunteer agreement” and “land use agreement”---Al reported that the “land use 
agreement” is already nearing completion by Niccole Smith, DNR Real Estate Specialist.  The 
proposed boardwalk spanning wet areas on the north pond trail is likely to be included in the 
agreement.  Also, Niccole is investigating whether or not Presque Isle will need to enter into a 
“volunteer agreement” with DNR, given that we plan to use volunteers, in addition to town employees, 
to maintain the Wilderness Trail and the north pond trail.  Some discussion also followed regarding 
liability of volunteers doing invasive plant removal on DNR lands in Pipke Park.

● Tracking usage statistics in town parks---Pete suggested that we need quantitative usage data 
on event attendance and overall park usage, in an effort to determine if our facilities are sized 
appropriately.  Bob mentioned our existing system of facility signup usage sheets.  Barb wondered if 
we could add to these sheets a space for organizers and users to estimate the number of event attendees.
Al suggested a joint meeting including the Economic Development Committee, the Chamber, and 
Parks and Rec Committee could combine ideas for data collection.  Barb added that this meeting could 
also address the subjects of fish stocking and other initiatives being developed in the town.  Barb will 
contact appropriate people to organize a joint meeting in May (separate from the May Park and Rec 
meeting).

● Little Horsehead Lake landing improvement---Pete has talked to Brenda Dyer and Nick 
Scholtes about these improvements.  Pete is setting up a meeting with a highway engineer (perhaps 
WISDOT), John Simonson, to discuss improvements planned for the year 2020 CTH B reconstruction.

New Business
● Community cleanup---Pete suggested that PI could have a spring cleanup day.  Perhaps even 

old vehicles could be removed, organized by the Town, free of charge to property owners.  The Town 
does have a “blight” ordinance, which perhaps pertains also to vehicles that don't run.  Poorly 
appearing buildings are a discredit to our town.  Pete added that a real cleanup day may be in the 
works.

● Al mentioned the subject of a pedestrian bridge adjacent to the Pipke Park snowmobile 
bridge, and the fact that the free bridge offered by the County is still too expensive to install.  Perhaps a
helical-supported boardwalk-type bridge would be affordable.  The Committee will discuss the bridge 
in May.

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 P.M.  Next meeting is Wednesday, May 8, 2019, 10:00 A.M., Town Board 
meeting room.

Respectfully Submitted,
Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee; Transcribed April 16, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting April 29, 2019

Call to order—The special meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 
order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:12 A.M., April 29, 2019, at Headwaters Realty.  Also present were 
Pete Cober, Cathy Weber and Al Drum; Eric Benn and Bob Barofsky did not attend.  

Thrasher Concrete, Inc. proposal—Barb outlined her discussions with Thrasher detailing the removal 
and replacement of the concrete apron along the northerly edge of the Pipke Park pavilion building.  
The concrete there is severely cracked and deformed.  Cathy added that water pools on the concrete, 
acting as a major cause of the deterioration.  Thrasher will remove the concrete, inspect underlying 
soils, perhaps add sand to enhance support for the concrete, install foam insulation on the sand, and 
pour five inches of steel-reinforced concrete, sloped to encourage water drainage.

Thrasher's proposal price for this work is $3233.00, plus $200.00 if the sand underlayment is required.  
If Thrasher is authorized to do this work, they ask for a 50% down payment.

Thrasher may be able also to do work on concrete in front of the town office building at the same time 
and incur some savings.

Al Drum moved to recommend to the Presque Isle Town Board that the Board authorize Thrasher 
Concrete, Inc. to perform the work outlined above for the Pipke Park Pavilion, seconded by Pete.  
Motion carried.

The Special Meeting adjourned at 10:17 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes Transcribed May 2, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting May 8, 2019

Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 
order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:07 A.M., April 10, 2019, at the Headwaters Real Estate. Also present 
were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Max Wallace. Bob Barofsky, and  liaison Cathy Weber, did not 
attend.  

Approval of the minutes of  the Regular Meeting of April 10, 2019, and the Special Meeting of April 
29, 2019------Pete moved to approve the minutes of the April 10, 2019 Regular Meeting and the Special
Meeting of April 29, 2019, seconded by Al.  Motion carried.

Public Comment---None

Correspondence---Eric reported that he is working on determining navigability of the Presque Isle 
River beginning in Pipke Park and continuing downstream, perhaps as far as the dam near Marenisco.

Old Business
● Survey on recreational needs---The Chamber will mail our survey with their scheduled 

mailing of May 15, 2019.
● Pipke Park boundaries---The Town may purchase three lots located along County Road B in 

the platted downtown business district that also adjoin Pipke Park.  These parcels would become a 
parking lot, would provide a direct path for visitors to the park and would allow the cutting of some 
trees and undergrowth for better viewing of the park.  (In previous meetings, Cathy, Eric and Al 
expressed interest in marking these boundaries).

● DNR Application for fish survey in Pipke ponds---Pete suggested that the Committee ask for 
this initiative to be placed in the year 2020 budget.  Perhaps Steve Smith can help in this survey.

● Pipke Park Volunteer and Land Use Agreement with DNR---Al read an email from Nicole 
Smith, WDNR, Northern District Real Estate Specialist, in which Ms. Smith stated that no Volunteer 
Agreement is necessary for citizen volunteers engaged in Wilderness Trail maintenance in the NHAL 
State Forest portions of the Trail.  Ms. Smith also pointed out that the Land Use Agreement between 
Presque Isle and DNR that is nearing completion may include a reciprocal agreement whereby Presque 
Isle grants DNR access to Pipke Park NHAL lands across Town lands for purposes of logging 
activities.

● Second pier for south pond---Max will work with Team Retreat to see if Team Retreat and 
Presque Isle can share the cost of a second fishing pier.  There followed a discussion about ADA 
compliance for the existing pier and for the proposed pier.  The Committee hopes to have a DNR 
representative visit the site and offer advice regarding ADA compliance.

● Pipke watercraft program---Max and Al will develop a rack or container to contain watercraft 
paddles and life preservers, and will transport a completed canoe rack to the south pond shore where 
members can take a look and offer suggestions for final placement.  Max will inspect the watercraft and
equipment on a daily basis during work days, using a check sheet.  Discussion followed about how to 
continue inspections by Committee members on weekends.  The check sheet likely will be kept inside 
the pavilion.

● Log pavilion engineering study update---At the time of the meeting, Hunter Engineering had 
not yet reported completion of the study.  Hunter likely will complete the inspection by mid-May.

●  Little Horsehead boat landing---Max commented that the landing could use a new concrete 
boat loading/unloading ramp.  Pete suggested that new paving and a new boat ramp could cost 
approximately $25,000, and that the Town might be amenable to paying for these improvements.



●  Electric power estimate for Sensenbrenner Park---An electric contractor proposed to install a 
100 amp service running underground to four GFCI protected outlets on two 20 amp circuits at a cost 
of $1600.00.  However, this cannot be done until XcelEnergy installs a conductor under County 
Highway B from overhead lines across the road, to Sensenbrenner Park.  The cost for this work is 
unknown at present.

● Pedestrian bridge across Presque Isle River---Al suggested that the Committee could study 
the cost to install a “helical-supported” pedestrian bridge alongside the snowmobile bridge, allowing 
pedestrians to access the Wilderness Trail without competing with winter snowmobile traffic.  Pete 
suggested that before we put in efforts to study this new bridge, the Committee should ask the Town 
Board if they even want us to pursue this additional bridge.  The consensus was to ask the Town Board.

● Shanty Boy Cemetery Sign---Barb described a hypothetical sign, brown in color, styled after 
DNR typical signage for Shanty Boy Cemetery.  A good route for the path to the Cemetery could go 
along the ball field fence line; the Committee needs to decide upon this main route, probably beginning
at the Historical Society.  The EDC is working on establishing sign protocols, including  trail 
intersection markers.  Al pointed out that trail intersection signs for the trails in the vicinity of the Town
offices campus can be like the Pipke Park Wilderness Trail intersection signage.  Barb added that 
although we can get signs like these from DNR, they are very expensive; we probably should design 
and purchase signs on our own.

● Tracking park usage---Pete suggested that at Presque Isle events in general, a designated 
person should stand at the event entrance and count visitors, perhaps using a hand-held click-counter.  
An organized counting effort of this sort will inform all involved committees about the relative 
popularity of, and interest in, various town events.

● Joint meeting with EDC and Chamber---This joint meeting is scheduled for May 28, 2019, 
2:00 P.M., Community Building.

● Pete's kiosk inventory---Barb reported that the DNR checks the information on kiosks and 
posts daily bag limits.  There is also town information on kiosks, such as ordinances governing lake 
use.  Barb further discussed laminated posters for kiosks.  In an email, Nick Williams, reporting on 
behalf of the Presque Isle Town Lakes Committee (TLC), indicated that the TLC considers their 
committee responsible for managing the messaging on lakefront kiosks in Presque Isle.  Pete added that
he felt that some lakes weren't suitable for water skiing and personal watercraft use.  Further discussion
followed.  There seemed to be a consensus that determining the suitability of lake usage practices is 
probably a DNR prerogative. 

New Business
● Nature Trail---Pete observed that portions of the Community Park nature trail system have 

washed-out regions needing upgrading.  Barb will include this repair item on the list of maintenance 
needs  provided to the Town Board.

● Shanty Boy trail walk---A special meeting will be convened on May 29, 2019, at 10:00 A.M., 
where the Committee will gather at the Shanty Boy Cemetery to begin a trail walk to discuss trail 
improvement measures.

● Next Meeting---The next regular Parks and Rec meeting will be June 12, 2019, 10:00 A.M.

Adjournment
Pete moved for adjournment, seconded by Eric.  Meeting adjourned at 11:43 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committees
Minutes transcribed May 19, 2019



Minutes of the Presque Isle Special Joint Meeting Including the Economic Development
Committee, the Presque Isle Chamber of Commerce and the Parks and Recreation Committee

May 21, 2019
Presque Isle Offices, Town Board Room

Chair for the joint meeting was Barb Peck, Chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Barb called 
the meeting to order at 2:07 P.M., May 21, 2019.  Present were Mary Watkins, Jeanie Klingenmeyer, 
Christine Wolter, Carl Wolter, Pete Cober, Joan McDonald, Brenda Dyre, Bonnie Byrnes,  Alan Drum, 
Cathy Weber, Steve Smith

Barb summarized the purpose of the meeting: All three Town groups and committees at the meeting are
planning improvement projects for the Town, some of which overlap with initiatives pursued by one or 
both of the other local organizations.  All three groups would likely benefit by keeping one another 
aware of each others' projects, and thereby combining efforts where two or three are planning similar 
ventures.  Barb then listed examples of projects that Park and Rec members are considering: 

● Signage to Shanty Boy Cemetery
● Establishment of an official walking path to Shanty Boy
● Stocking of the south pond in Pipke Park with fish (to include perhaps a study of the pond 

fish population by DNR, also to include a new kiosk by the fishing pier); 
● Assignment of fire numbers at each public boat landing—There are eight landings with kiosks

and several additional landings without kiosks 
● Signage at all boat landings clearly identifying them as “public”
● Develop standardized sign protocols to be used throughout the town
● Paddle boat and canoe for public use at Pipke Park

Discussion followed  pointing out that Pete Cober completed a survey of all kiosks, including 
photographs of each one showing information posted.   It was pointed out that three categories of 
information belong on all kiosks: Town information, including reference to ordinances; DNR 
information; Individual lake association information pertaining to the particular lake.  Pete submitted 
his inventory to Discovery Center, who in turn submitted the survey to DNR, who are expected to use 
Pete's survey when they inspect boat landing kiosks.  Barb pointed out that Pete's survey was provided 
also to the Presque Isle Town Lakes Association, and after reviewing this report, the Association stated 
that it was the Town Lake Association's job to maintain the kiosk town information, and probably 
DNR's job to post fishing limits and other rule-oriented information.  It was suggested that 
representatives from the three town groups might want to visit a Town Lakes Committee meeting. It 
was recognized that our three groups meeting today should keep in touch.  One attendee wondered if 
there is still a beautification committee, and the answer is yes.

Some open discussion and back-and-forth comments followed.  There are plans for individual 
downtown business owners to install plantings.  Electric power is planned for Sensenbrenner Park.  The
recent cleanup projects at the cemetery and downtown by a large contingent of volunteers certainly 
enhance the public good.  The Town may purchase three lots on Main Street to access Pipke Park and 
to offer a viewing corridor from the main street to the park.  Bonnie raised the question of installing 
memorials for two recently deceased prominent town leaders.  It was recognized then that the Town 
does not engage in memorial creation.  Rather, memorials are normally established by donations and 
private groups.  Another possible access to Pipke Park might be down the wide cleared slope west of 
Last Wilderness Restaurant, which would require a land use agreement.  It was pointed out that 
American Disability Act requirements must be considered on many of these initiatives.  Another 
discussion followed regarding decorations placed on power poles.  Cathy Weber suggested that perhaps



this consolidated group should try to get grants for much of the cost to complete downtown 
improvements.  

Action Item 1
Further discussion followed about how to identify and apply for appropriate grants.  Meeting 
participants agreed that a grant subcommittee should be formed to tackle grant identification and 
application.  The group settled on these five people to form a grant investigation sub-committee: Cathy 
Weber, Christine Wolter, Sarah Johnson, Pete Cober, Steve Smith.  Barb asked Pete to convene the sub-
committee. 

Further discussion followed, focusing on the upcoming Ayres report, the importance of parking and 
possibly sidewalks on the downtown main street, and other items affecting the upcoming changes to the
downtown street configuration. 

Action Item 2 
The group next determined that many downtown street design features needed to be decided upon by 
town residents, but particularly by town businesses.  These design features need to be established 
before the grant-writing subcommittee can settle on grant sources and on dollar amounts required.  
Accordingly, a downtown design sub-committee was also established at this joint meeting.  This sub-
committee will meet at 1:00 P.M. on Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at the Presque Isle Chamber office.  All 
town business representatives are invited, as well as all other town residents, with these specific 
participants named, as follows: Carl Wolter, Brenda Dyre, Bonnie Byrnes, Pete Cober, Linda Harrison, 
Bruce Nelson, Dave Zastrow.

The joint meeting adjourned at 3:08 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Drum
Designated Secretary



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting May 29, 2019

Call to order—The special meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 
order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:05 A.M., May 29, 2019, at the Town offices.  Also present were Pete 
Cober, Cathy Weber, Al Drum; Eric Benn and Bob Barofsky.

The meeting was a field visit traversing portions of the trail system surrounding the Town Offices and 
the Pipke Park south pond.  

Trails in the vicinity of the Town Offices
Meeting members walked a pathway to Shanty Boys Cemetery, part of the shared snowmobile trail, 
and the apple orchard trail.

Conclusions from this walk are as follows:
● Eliminate the overgrown Shanty Boy Trail that parallels Highway B
● Improve the short trail segment leading from Shanty Boys Cemetery to the shared portion of 

the snowmobile trail
● There needs to be a series of trail signs at each trail system intersection, including each trail 

ending or beginning
● The Town Office trail system consists of these elements:

--Apple Orchard Trail
--Shanty Boy Trail, beginning at the ball diamond and joining the shared snowmobile 

trail.  That will provide two accesses to the cemetery: 1) Ball diamond access; 2) Nature trail
Al agreed to work up the signage for trail intersections.

● The washout area on the shared nature trail/snowmobile trail needs to be fixed

Pipke Park
● Meeting members considered how to expand automobile parking capacity for large crowds.  

One quick estimate that members arrived at was the need for a total 125 parking spaces for some very 
well-attended programs.  Areas discussed were along the river bank on the side of the road as it 
approaches the existing kiosk parking area, the clear area across the road from the pavilion, and the 
area between the Quonset hut and the first entrance to the north pond trail.  This subject needs 
continued study.

● Members observed the now-marked property line between town lands (Pipke Park) and the 
private lands extending northerly/southerly along the westerly side of main street (Highway B).

● Members identified the need to clean up the wooded area on the town side of this line.
● Invasive species are being managed in Pipke Park

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed on June 8, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting June 12, 2019

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:07 A.M., June 12, 2019, at the Community Center Board 
Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky and  liaison Cathy Weber.  

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  the Regular Meeting of May 8, 2019,  the Special Joint Meeting of 
May 21, 2019 and the Special Meeting of May 29, 2019------Eric moved to approve the three sets of 
minutes listed above, seconded by Pete.  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Correspondence
Item 3A-Playground Equipment-Two donors (Judy Hickman and Bruce Nelson) offered to 

donate used playground equipment in the form of a single multiple-use wood structure, to be installed 
in Pipke Park.  Discussion followed regarding liability to the Town, and liability insurance.  Cathy 
discussed this question with Lorine.  Further inquiries are needed with Town officials about complying 
with the Town insurance carrier's liability concerns.  Cushioning of the ground below play equipment 
to reduce impacts when children may fall from the equipment is one issue.  Pete urged that the 
Committee accept the proposed donated equipment, contingent upon compliance with the Town 
insurance carrier's liability requirements, and that the Committee recommend this initiative to the Town
Board.  Members then realized that the Committee needs to decide upon a specific location within the 
park before going forward with the recommendation.

Item 3B-Additional watercraft donations for Pipke Park-Barb reported that a donor has offered 
an aluminum boat to be included in the Pipke Park watercraft program. Pete moved, seconded by Eric, 
to accept the boat.  Motion carried.  Barb will talk further with the donor.  Pete added that he may also 
have located a second donated canoe for the park.

Item 4.  Public Comment.  None 

Item 5.-Old Business
Item a-Town recreational use survey-There was a large return of recreational use survey forms. 

Barb reviewed some of them and reported her findings.  Bob commented on the format of the survey.  
Survey forms went to all property owners in Presque Isle.

Item b-Fish Survey-DNR Application-Bob discussed DNR techniques for fish surveys.  Cathy 
and Pete discussed how to qualify as a public fishing asset.  There will have to be a kiosk installed.  
Eric volunteered to investigate how to arrange for a fish survey and to get on the DNR fish survey 
schedule.

Item c-Pipke Park Land Use Agreement with DNR-Al reported that the agreement is still a work
in progress.  Marshall is also talking with Niccole Smith, the DNR official working on the agreement.  
Some further discussion followed.

Item d-Second Pier for south pond-No news-Max will be talking with Team Retreat.
Item e-Watercraft-Barb asked if there are other life vests that Committee members can produce 

from donors.  Discussion followed about labeling equipment.
Item f-Log Pavilion engineering repair study-Al summarized the Hunter Engineering inspection

report, in which Chuck Hunter recommended that all 12 exterior columns need to be shortened to 
eliminate rotted portions, and new bases likely involving concrete and steel need to be installed up to 
the cut-off portions of column.  Al will ask Hunter to develop a design proposal for these 
recommendations, to include an estimate for the complete remediation project.

Item g-Little Horsehead Boat Landing-Pete is investigating improvements for the landing with 



Coleman Engineering.  The hope is to qualify for DNR grants.
Item h-Electric power extension to Sensenbrenner Park-Discussion followed about providing 

underground power to the pavilion at Sensenbrenner.  Xcel Energy is expected to propose a cost 
estimate for their part in this project.

Item i-Pedestrian bridge across Presque Isle River-The Town Board is considering this question
Item j-Keeping track of attendance at Town parks and recreational events-The Presque Isle 

Chamber is considering ways to measure participants at events 
Item k-Joint meeting With the Chamber and EDC-The meeting took place on May 21; it was a 

useful meeting.
Item l-Kiosk inventory-The DNR is responsible for showing fishing bag limits on kiosks.  The 

Town Lakes Committee is responsible for overall kiosk messaging maintenance.  Bob will attend a 
meeting of the Town Lakes Committee to report the Park and Rec Committee's concerns for including 
safety messaging on kiosks.

Item 6-New Business  
Item a-Nature Signage-Ecology signage-Barb will talk to Discovery Center to see if we can get 

help with nature signs.
Item b-Town Boat Landings-Barb asked what the Committee should do with all landings.  

Should we improve them? Leave them as is? Pete wondered if we should really consider putting money
into landings.  At least, having “BOAT LANDING” signs at all landings would help.  DNR landings 
have them.  Town landings not so much.  Town should have 'BOAT LANDING” signs for landings, 
installed on town and county roads announcing landings.  The Committee will table this question for 
the future.

Item c-Canoe/kayaking paddling and portaging trail thru five lakes-Still pending.
Item d-Canoe landing at Pipke Park accessing Presque Isle River-A good access point is not 

easy to find-lots of wetlands.  It is not obvious that we can make this happen.
Item e-Clean up on east Pipke Park boundary-This project probably should wait until the Town 

decides to purchase Pipke Park access lots adjoining Main Street (CTH B).  Discussion followed about 
stormwater drainage from Main Street to the Pipke Park area.

Item f-Heritage Society worry stone and kiosk-Pete advocates an attempt to move the stone to 
Sensenbrenner Park to make it more visible.  This will require Town Board approval.  Discussion 
followed about the feasibility of moving the stone.  Perhaps the stone can stay in its present place, but 
the sign describing the stone can be mounted in a more public position.

New Item---Item g-Pete briefly described historical photos located at the Heritage Society, that 
really deserve to be made more available to the public.

Item 7-Next Meeting-July 10, 2019, 10:00 A.M..

Item 8-Adjournment-Meeting adjourned at 11:47 A.M.

Respectfully ,

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed June 30, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting July 10, 2019

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:04 A.M., July 10, 2019, at the Community Center Board 
Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky and  liaison Cathy Weber.  

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  the Regular Meeting of June 12, 2019--Pete moved to approve the  
minutes of June 12, 2019, seconded by Eric.  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Public Comment—Jorja Burke attended as a member of the public

Item 4-Correspondence---Regarding the survey of information on kiosks, the Presque Isle Town Lakes 
Committee (PITLC) has responsibility for the management of this information.  Bob reaffirmed that 
this is PITLC's responsibility.  Discussion followed.  Pete added that the DNR seems to agree that 
safety messaging belongs on kiosks.  There was further discussion regarding kiosk safety messaging 
among committee members.  Barb and Bob felt that the P & R Committee can just let go of this issue.  
Pete felt that the inclusion of safety messaging on kiosks is really important.  The consensus of 
members indicated that it would be appropriate for Pete to approach PITLC as a member of the public 
to express to that committee his concerns for safety messaging.  Pete would not be presenting a 
recommendation from Parks and Rec, however.

Item 5-Old Business

Item a-Survey     analysis  —Barb presented four pages summarizing survey responses.  Barb    
reminded members that we owe the public a public hearing on this survey.  Discussion followed to 
establish timing for the hearing.  Actually, this public gathering would be better described as a “Public 
Informational Meeting”.  

The Informational Meeting will be scheduled for Saturday, August 10, 2019, at 10:00 A.M. in 
the Presque Isle Town Board Meeting Room.  

In order to prepare for the Informational Meeting, the Committee decided to schedule a special 
committee meeting on Wednesday, August 7, 2019, 10:00 A.M., Town Board Meeting Room, to 
analyze survey results.

Al will contact Lorine to prepare a Public Notice for the Public Informational Meeting, to be 
published in The Lakeland Times.  Lorine will also describe this Informational Meeting on the Town 
website.  Al will copy the Lakeland Times notice on colored paper and post at the Town's three posting 
locations.  Barb will likely need to prepare and post, in addition, an official agenda for this Public 
Informational Meeting. And finally, Barb will prepare a message on the Town LED display.

Item b-Land Use Agreement—The Land Use Agreement between Presque Isle and the DNR for
Pipke Park is still under development.

Item c-Watercraft—The public is using the watercraft, consisting of one canoe and two 
paddleboats.  Bob reminded the Committee that we do not intend to offer watercraft for use on the 
north pond.  Al will bring a second donated canoe to the park from Rob and Sally Pierce (Stateline 
Lake).  Al will check with Lorine to see if it's okay to just purchase inexpensive paddles for the second 
canoe, and in addition, to procure two or three additional life preservers.

Item d-Hunter Engineering Proposal to design repairs to log pavilion—Al presented Hunter's 



proposal to prepare a complete design for repairs to the log pavilion, totaling $2550.00 (for the design 
work only).  Al moved to recommend to the Town Board that the Town accept Hunter's proposal, 
seconded by Bob.  Motion carried.

Item e-Little Horsehead Boat Landing-Pete presented a comprehensive proposal to improve this
landing and to make it into a showcase landing in the process.  A total of 82% of the total cost of the 
improvement project could be covered by successful grant applications.  With grant coverage, the 
grants would pay for 82% of the total project outlay of $122,643, and Presque Isle would pay 18%, or 
$22,050.  Pete moved to recommend to the Town Board that the Committee pursue grant applications 
to fund this project, seconded by Barb.  Motion carried.

Item f-Town Boat Landings-Marshall reviewed Presque Isle boat landings, discovering that 
Wildcat Lake landing is owned by the DNR, and not by Presque Isle.

Item g-Electric Power for Sensenbrenner Park- Barb has talked with XcelEnergy personnel 
about installing underground single phase power to the pavilion in Sensenbrenner Park.  We will have 
to fill out an application form.  An engineer will then visit the site,  followed by submittal of a cost 
estimate. 

Item h-Pipke Park additional parking-During Presque Isle Days, parking space was offered on 
the grassy space between the Quonset Hut and the entrance to the walking path on the north pond, 
resulting in twenty cars successfully parking there.  That is a good start on extending parking space in 
Pipke Park.  Al and Eric offered to do some measuring for additional parking in the grassy space across
from the pavilion, as well as along the road leading back toward the snowmobile bridge.

Item i-American Disability Act (ADA) requirements-Barb is trying to arrange to meet with a 
representative from the DNR to get advice on ADA requirements in Presque Isle parks.

Item j-Playground Equipment for Pipke Park-The Committee discussed placing the donated 
playground wood structure on the ground just beyond the pavilion toward the south pond, just above 
the rack for the canoes.  The installation would include a plaque honoring the donors.  Discussion 
followed.  The Lions would move the equipment into place.  Engineered chips will be needed under the
equipment for fall safety.  Bob will seek information regarding the chips, and will inform Cathy about 
the cost prior to the July 18 Town Board meeting.  There is some urgency in the timing of this 
installation. Cathy and Lorine researched insurance concerns, and the town's insurer approves of the 
installation as long as normal safety concerns are provided for.

Item k-Guard railing at Wilderness Park-At the next regular meeting, costing for this guard rail 
will be considered.

Item l-North Pond Trail muddy section improvements-Bob wondered if a “french drain” 
technique could be implemented to intercept water heading downhill toward the muddy trail area and 
directed to the pond, relieving the trail of water infiltration.  Bob will talk with Vilas County experts for
advice on this technique, and will ask for the DNR to do a wetland delineation in the area.

Item m-Shanty Boys Cemetery-Al presented a cost estimate to develop seven signs along the 
Community Center Trail System, which consists of  the Nature Trail, the Orchard Trail and the Shanty 
Boy Trail.  Previously, the Committee decided to abandon a fourth trail paralleling Highway B.  The 
seven signs would be placed at intersections and end points on the system.  Estimated design and 



printing costs for the seven signs totaled $930.00.  Eric moved to recommend to the Town Board to 
develop these signs for the estimated cost of $930.00, seconded by Bob.  Motion carried.

Item n-New Signage status-Pete is investigating a new genre of signage for use throughout the 
Town.  Several vendors are being considered.

Item o-Trail Nature Signage-Nothing to report at this time

Item 6-New Business 

Item a-VCLRA Blue Heron Award-On July 12 at a county lakes committee meting at Nicolet 
College, Rhinelander, a Blue Heron Award for good lakefront stewardship was presented to Presque 
Isle, with Pat and Bob Barofsky accepting the award.  The award recognized the improved shoreline in 
Wilderness Park paid in large part by a grant from Vilas County several years ago.

Item b-Alternative uses for the non-lighted ball field-Nothing new as yet

Item c-Cemetery Ordinance Signage-Three new ordinance signs are needed in the cemetery.  Al 
will ask Lorine if we can just buy them without specific approval from the Town Board.

Item d-Next regular meeting is Wednesday, August 14, 2019, 10:00 A.M.

Item 7-Adjournment-Meeting adjourned at 12:13 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 
Minutes transcribed Thursday, July 18, 2019



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes

Special Meeting August 7, 2019

Item 1 - Call to order – The special meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:05 A.M., July 10, 2019, at the Community Center Board
Room. Also present were Pete Cober, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky and liaison Cathy Weber.  Al Drum was
not present.

Item 2 - Public Comment – Jorja Burke attended as a member of the public.  Jorja noted that the Public 
Survey seemed to be focused on a specific set of issues – especially Pipke Park, but did not cover other 
issues potentially of interest to members of the community.  Committee members described the context 
and intent of the survey, which was to gather public sentiment on specific opportunities/initiatives and 
was not intended to survey the public on all issues related to Parks and Recreation.  Jorja subsequently 
raised questions or asked for clarification during the subsequent committee's discussions.

Item 3 – Discussion of Survey Results and Presentation of Results at 10 August Public Informational 
Meeting – 

Item 3.a – Barb opened discussion by asking the members of the board if they had reviewed the 
survey results and formulated their own thoughts on the findings.  Members noted that Pete had 
compiled and written up his characterization of the findings, that this compilation was useful, and 
generally agreed that Pete's findings were similar to their own.

Item 3.b – This was followed by a general discussion of the member's thoughts on the findings 
and how we could/should proceed.  

 Pete noted there are four general issues that do not have significant public support and that we 
should remove them from further consideration.  These (No Public Support For) are (1) separate
pedestrian bridge over Presque Isle River to access Wilderness Trail, (2) purchasing additional 
land adjacent to the Crab Lake boat landing easement, (3) golf course, (4) driving range.  This 
was generally supported by the members of the committee.

 Pete noted that most of the other issues had a general even spit from the survey respondents – 
about half supporting and about half not supporting.  Bob suggested that without clear support 
from a majority of the respondents, we should consider not pursuing any initiative or proposal. 
Others on the committee suggested that without a fuller understanding of what would be 
involved in pursuing the initiative, it was probably not appropriate to drop it based on the 
survey alone.

 Committee members noted that the survey revealed a lock of general knowledge among many 
of the respondents about community resources (such as our parks) and that there were probably 
significant opportunities to enhance public awareness and facilitate public activity and 
commerce (signage & maps, key POCs, commercial resources, etc).  This applies beyond Parks 
& Recreation and there would be value to developing a general strategy for coordinating and 
publicizing public and private resources in Presque Isle.

Item 3.c – On developing an agenda and approach for conducting the Saturday 10 August public
meeting.



 Members established we should:
◦ describe for the attendees why these specific questions were asked
◦ be prepared to discuss why we asked respondents to describe themselves as Full-Time, vs 

Part-Time, vs Seasonal residents
◦ make clear to the  attendees that we do not have specifics or program plans for many of the 

issues raised in the survey; this phase to establish if there was public interest/support and 
that the next steps would be to describe/define how we would achieve the objective and 
bring it forward as a proposal to the Town

 Memberrs discussed what materials describing the survey results should be made available to 
the public:
◦ at a minimum, the single page summary should be available to the public as a hand-out at 

the Saturday meeting
◦ there is general support to making all of the survey results (to include Pete's compilation) 

available to the public.  Proposal was to post these results on the Town web-page as a link to
the committee meeting &/or to the posted minutes of the meeting. There was also a proposal
to pass out a copy of Pete's compilation at the Saturday meeting.

◦ There was general discussion of not disseminating too much information at the Saturday 
meeting to help focus discussion/minimize distraction/minimize tangents.

◦ There is agreement the committee will gather new comments raised at the Public Meeting 
and make them available as part of the Survey findings

Item 3.d – Barb said she would lead the discussion at the Public Meeting on Saturday, but 
wanted/expected all members of the committee to help shape the discussions, gather and refine public 
responses, and help make the public engagement informed and constructive.  Members committed to 
being fully engaged.

Item 4 - Next meeting is the  Public Informational Meeting Saturday, August 10, 2019, 10:00 A.M. in 
the Community Center Board Room.  Next regular meeting of the Committee will be Wednesday, 
August 14, 2019, 10:00 A.M. in the Pipke Park Pavillion. 

Item 5 - Adjournment - Meeting adjourned at 11:15 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,
Eric Benn
Member, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed Wednesday, August 7, 2019



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE

Public Information Meeting
Saturday, August 10, 2019

10:00 A.M.
Presque Isle Community Center Board Room

Chair Barb Peck opened the informational meeting at 10:02 A.M.  Additional committee 
members present were  Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky, Pete Cober, Al Drum; Town Chair Marshall 
Reckard was also present.  Members of the public in attendance were Mark Riegelman, Pat 
Barofsky, Pat Newel, Debbie Smith, Cathy Wirtz, David Wirtz.

Barb then outlined the three phases of the meeting: 1) Present information in responses from 
the recreational surveys mailed to all town property owners; 2) Listen to observations from 
public attendees on the subjects contained on the surveys; 3) Listen to any ideas or questions 
attendees may have on town recreational subjects not covered in the surveys.  Barb followed by
discussing how committee members chose survey subjects.  The committee had developed a 
long list of possible recreational projects, some of which would be inexpensive to implement, 
and some of which promised to cost various amounts of money.  To begin the process of 
development, we chose to complete some of the projects not costing much.  Included in these 
were the public watercraft offerings, using donated equipment, and the overhead lights and 
wood stairs at the south pond waterfront installed and paid for entirely by the Presque Isle 
Lions.  Projects that promised to be costly for the town were placed on the survey, so the 
committee and the town board could assess support for some ideas, and perhaps non-support 
for other ideas, before committing any funds.  Residents are invited also to read over the 
Outdoor Recreation Plan recently completed by the committee, primarily prepared by Pete 
Cober, that highlights town recreation amenities and ideas for the future.

Barb then distributed copies of the survey questions and responses (from the 304 returned 
questionnaires) while also introducing the Parks and Recreation Committee members.  Barb 
then asked for questions from attendees after allowing time for attendees to refresh their 
memories by reading over the questions.

One person then asked why the survey asked for survey respondents to identify their status as 
full time, or part time, residents.  Barb and Eric answered that the survey data analysis by the 
committee might benefit from knowing what these different categories of landowners thought 
about each issue on the survey.  Two persons then commented that it seemed unnecessary and 
perhaps bothersome to ask respondents to categorize themselves.  Barb added that all recipients
of the survey were one common group, property owners.  The committee was simply curious to
see how full time and other than full time property owners might answer on the various 
questions.  Some further discussion followed.  One person then asked how many surveys were 
mailed out; Barb answered that over 1590 mailings were sent.  One person felt that the survey 
arriving in a Chamber of Commerce shared envelope caused confusion about who was 
sponsoring the survey.  Committee members added that the survey is available for reading in 



the library.  Pete added that we really do need to know how broadly a project is supported by 
town residents and property owners before large sums are committed.  One person felt the 
survey was quite interesting.  Bob added information on recreation plans that have been 
prepared in the past.  Barb said again, we need input.

One person stated that he felt that keeping Presque Isle Wisconsin's Last Wilderness is 
paramount, and that we shouldn't do anything to damage that image.

One person then asked for a description of the proposed wildlife platform.  Pete answered that 
although we've discussed having a platform, we haven't yet defined how it would look or where
it would go, and that it first arose in discussions involving main street improvements.

Barb then distributed the page detailing comments from respondents, and asked for 
observations from attendees.

The first questioner asked why the traffic gates had been installed on the roadway around the 
south pond.  Bob and Al explained that committee members, the American Legion, and the 
town board were concerned that the new Legion Wilderness Veterans' Memorial would 
complicate traffic in the park, and that some control measure was necessary.  The gates seemed 
like a good way both to allow access to park amenities and to reduce traffic around the entire 
south pond roadway.  Further discussion followed.

One person pointed out that the south pond has been stocked.  Barb pointed out that some 
residents don't know where Pipke Park is, and in fact are not fully aware of many other 
recreational attractions available in Presque Isle.  Further discussion followed, including the 
fact that Natural Lakes residents may identify more with Boulder Junction than with Presque 
Isle.  Keeping geese out of the park is another priority that attendees agreed with.  There was 
discussion then about keeping waterline foliage high to discourage geese, but that some areas 
of the dam berm needed to be mowed short to facilitate periodic inspections of the integrity of 
the earthen dam.

One attendee asked if dogs need to be on a leash in the park.  The answer was “yes”.

Another comment: We need to promote silent sports.  Discussion followed.  Another question:  
What's happening with bike trails?  We need connections to other trail systems.  Al described 
efforts by the Wilderness Pedalers, including attempts to line up large dollar donors, and recent 
expenditures of funds for engineering studies to analyze feasibility of certain bike trail routing. 
Estimates of costs for bike trails in Presque Isle are up to $800,000 per mile because of steeply 
sloped terrain and the presence of lengthy wetlands requiring long and expensive boardwalks.  
Other Vilas County trails may cost only one fourth of the development costs we will need.  The
snowmobile club locally is okay with sharing their trails, and that can save some money.  But, 
progress is slow.

Farmers markets would be good for Presque Isle.  It was pointed out that a there is a farm 



product vendor who regularly sets up in Presque Isle on Friday.  Perhaps people just aren't 
aware of this.  Further discussion followed.  

Sometimes the digital message board is hard to decipher, and the town calendar. 

One person asked if the committee saw anything on these comments that it wants to pursue and
that helps in decision-making.

Barb referred to the first page, pointing out that Pipke Park is widely used and visited. People 
really like the trails.  A wildlife platform is another possibility, given that there was a modest 
positive reaction to that idea.  We've ruled out the golf course and driving range.  Considering 
improvements to the Crab Lake landing, since the landing is privately owned, the committee 
will not pursue projects there.  Barb added some further discussion on this subject.  Some 
added discussion centered on DNR land near the boat landing.  But, survey respondents 
overwhelmingly answered “no” to Crab Lake landing improvements, so this idea will be 
abandoned in any event.  The committee actually won't be pushing ahead with any project with 
overwhelming “no” as the preference choice.  And, as said before, the pedestrian bridge will 
not happen.  The committee will do further discussing on these survey results and project 
selection.

Barb mentioned playground equipment.  We do have a donated play set for Pipke Park, made of
wood.  Installation costs will primarily be the installation of a soft chip-like material on the 
ground under the play-set to act as a cushion for kids who may tumble off the play-set.

Anything else?  Any new comments or suggestions we haven't yet addressed pertaining to 
parks and recreation? 

The in-ground stairs at Wilderness Park need railings.  Will that be in your budget?  This will 
be a maintenance item, part of the town budget.  Discussion followed about how budgeting is 
accomplished. Pete and Eric both described the process whereby the committee will participate 
with the town board in a couple of months to set next years' park and rec projects, and expense 
and capital outlays.

A driving range on the never-used ball field was discussed briefly, as was a pickle ball court.  
Disk golf?  

Discussion followed about the difficulty of getting input for future projects.  One person felt we
should move slowly until we get more feel for the numbers of people who will make use of 
new facilities.

The public beach subject was discussed for some time.  One person discouraged the placement 
of a beach on Presque Isle Lake.  Bob described difficulties with placing safety barriers around 
swimming areas, and the fact that Vilas County prohibits creation of manufactured beaches.  
Further discussion speculated on where beaches could be established in other town natural 
beach locations.



Where do we go from here?

Barb used as an example the north pond walking path portion that needs remediation to 
eliminate the periodic muddy condition on the easterly stretch.  The committee has been 
discussing this.  The survey showed an overwhelming “yes” for this remediation.  Bob has 
some suggestions, and he met on site with Quita Sheehan of the Vilas County Land and Water 
Conservation Department.  Quita has access to professional engineering experts for initial 
analyses, and can help in identifying grant sources and in the completion of grant funding 
applications to deal with this remediation.  Eric expanded on the process the committee will use
to analyze which projects to pursue.  He further discussed how we will develop costs and 
present them to the Town Board.

Better signage is needed.  Barb offered that signage will be improved.  Some funding has 
already been authorized for Shanty Boy area trail intersection signs.  Standardized town sign 
formats are also undergoing consideration

Barb announced the normal meeting schedules for Parks and Recreation, which is generally the
second Wednesday each month.  On August 14, the committee will meet in the Pipke pavilion 
with a DNR specialist who will discuss needs for ADA requirements (American with 
Disabilities Act) in Pipke Park and perhaps other locations in Presque Isle, including fishing 
piers.  Everyone is welcome.  

Barb thanked attendees for attending and participating.

The meeting adjourned at 11:06 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed August 13, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting August 14, 2019

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:00 A.M., August 14, 2019, at the Pipke Park pavilion.  Also 
present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky, liaison Cathy Weber and Nathan Benoy, 
Facilities Engineer with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  July 10, 2019, Special Meeting August 7, 2019 and Public 
Informational Meeting August 10, 2019.  Pete moved to approve all three sets of minutes, seconded by 
Eric.  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Public Comment—None

Item 4-Correspondence---Bob received a note from Quita Sheehan that she had checked wetland 
mapping and found no identified wetlands along the section of the north pond trail that the Committee 
is considering improving.

Item 5-Old Business

Item a-American Disabilities Act (ADA) —Barb introduced Nathan Benoy, Facilities Engineer 
with the WDNR.  Nate visited the meeting to discuss ADA requirements that may pertain to the Pipke 
Park fishing pier, and also to discuss broader ADA requirements the Committee may need to be aware 
of on other projects. 

The group gathered at the fishing pier.  Upon initial observation, Nate stated that the pier itself 
appeared already to comply with ADA requirements.  The pier appears to be 3 feet wide or greater, with
a turn-around area that appears to be five feet or greater in width and length.  The wood side bumpers 
along the pier decking are sufficient, and no railing is required by ADA.  These observations were a 
pleasant surprise to committee members.  As the group observed the two sloping ground trail paths 
leading down to the pier, Nate used a four-foot level to check both of the slopes.  Both paths appear to 
have an acceptable slope of just below the maximum allowable value of 5%..  Upon further 
observation, the group noted that the sloping ground approach for the last 8 to 10 feet leading to the 
actual pier appears to have a slope greater than 5%.  Nate pointed out that this short section, if outfitted 
with appropriate side railings, can have a slope of up to 8.33%.  A nearby designated ADA parking 
space would also have to be provided.

Pete asked if there was more the Committee should know about ADA requirements in general.  
He asked further that if a second pier were provided on the south pond, would that additional pier also 
have to be ADA compliant.  Nate answered that, no, only one pier on the pond would need to be ADA 
compliant.  In fact, for any park feature that has more than one such feature, only one of the duplicate 
features must be ADA compliant.

Nate offered to email the Committee some further general ADA compliance documentation.  Al 
will send Nate an email containing all committee members' email addresses, which Nate can then use 
to “reply” to all committee members with the ADA attachments.

Nate Benoy's visit turned out to be extremely helpful to the Committee and to its understanding 
of ADA compliance requirements.

Item b-Pipke Park Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with DNR---Analyzing this 
document will require a special meeting.  For the September 11, 2019 meeting, the MOU will be the 
primary agenda item.  Some further discussion followed regarding with whom the Committee should 
discuss the MOU, such as Niccole Smith of WDNR, the town board, and so forth.



Item c-Log pavilion engineering study update---Al reported that Hunter has a signed contract 
for the study, with no date yet known for his completion of the study.

Item d-Little Horsehead boat landing---This subject is on the next Town Board agenda.
Item e-Pipke Park parking---Establishing an ADA parking slot is a good idea.  Eric and Al 

measured the land area just across the roadway from the pavilion to analyze extended parking capacity 
possibilities for future events.  A map of the measurements and a trial parking layout will follow.

Item f-Play-set at Pipke Park update---Pete described the play-set proposed positioning, which 
was adjacent to the south pond on the relatively flat land just down-slope of the pavilion.  Members 
briefly gathered there to rake a look.  Al will check with Vilas County Zoning to discuss the possible 
need for a shoreland alteration permit, for approximately a 30 foot by 30 foot alteration.

Item g-North Pond improvement---Quita Sheehan will contact Kyle McLaughlin of WDNR to 
observe the proposed improvement site on the north pond trail for possible wetland presence.  Stacey, 
the DATCP engineer with whom Quita works, can perform preliminary engineering.  Quita can help 
with grant applications.

Item h-New signage status---The town board approved the expenditure to design and purchase 
seven trail intersection guidance signs for the town upper campus trail systems.  Pete will present an 
overall town sign redesign program at the next town board meeting.  This overall sign redesign 
proposal does not pertain to the trail signage mentioned above.

Item i-Nature signage on trails---A Discovery Center staff member may visit to help in 
establishing  nature signage on the upper town campus trail system.  There may be a cost.  Cathy can 
help in this liaison with Discovery.

Item  j-Cemetery ordinance signs---Perhaps this signage will summarize actual requirements 
followed by applicable ordinance numbers.

Item k-Review low cost/high cost project list from March---Bob reviewed this list—Most had 
been completed or were dropped off the list, so no detailed notes of the discussion were preserved, 
except for the following items that will appear on future agendas:

● Barb will continue to contact Xcel Energy about underground electric power to 
Sensenbrenner Park.

● Check on Kathaline Lake landing, regarding its exact location and condition.
● Bob is investigating the canoe landing for Stateline Lake.
● Check on Annabelle lake landing condition.

Item l-Healthy Lakes Grant---This item is to be dropped
Item m-Garbage cans-This item was tabled

Item 6-New Business-No Action-Take up at next meeting. 
NEXT MEETING SEPTEMBER 11, 2019, TOWN OFFICE, 10:00 A.AM

Item 7-Adjournment-Pete moved to adjourn, at 12:05 P.M., seconded by Eric; motion carried

Respectfully submitted
Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed August 18, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting September 11, 2019

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:00 A.M., September 11, 2019, at the Headwaters Real Estate 
office.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky, liaison Cathy Weber and 
Town Chair Marshall Reckard.  

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  August 14, 2019--  Pete moved to approve the 8/14/19 minutes, 
seconded by Eric.  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Public Comment—None

Item 4-Correspondence---
Item A—Bob reported that he located the canoe access corridor to Stateline Lake.  It's 

overgrown, about ¼ mile long.
Item B—Bob commented that a wetland delineation is needed on the easterly portion of the

south pond trail where it is muddy at times, so that a remedy for the muddy condition 
can be developed.  He is trying to work with Quita Sheehan to arrange for Kyle of the
DNR or Dave of Vilas County zoning to do the delineation.

Item C—Al reported that Vilas County zoning will enforce a 75-foot setback for the placement
of the donated playground equipment because no structures are permitted within the 75 
foot shoreline setback.  This restriction applies to the south pond shoreline.  We will 
need to re-think placement of the equipment.

Item D---Al reported also that Eric and Al measured the proposed parking area across the 
         roadway from the Pipke Park pavilion and have a sketch illustrating two possible

parking schemes at that location.
Item E---Pete reported that a citizen has concerns with the large amount of traffic on East Van 

Vliet Lake Road resulting from visitors to the east trailhead of the Van Vliet Hemlocks
State Natural Area.

Item 5-Old Business
Item 1---Wilderness Trail Land Use Agreement (LUA) with DNR—As a group, members

acknowledged that it is important to understand trail standards that DNR can hold the
Town accountable for in the maintenance of the Wilderness Trail.  There appear to be 
two published standards we need to have in hand: 1) Trails handbook, 2540.5; 2) De- 
sign Standards Handbook, 8605.1.  

The Town's liability insurance will cover town volunteers and employees maintaining
the Wilderness Trail, those at the meeting believed.

Marshall expressed concern that the agreement seems one-sided, in favor of the DNR.
Members agreed that it is a “boilerplate” type of document, steeped in “legalize”.

Bob stated that Tony Martinez is the DNR official that we need to consult on matters of
trail maintenance.  And, we cannot really improve or modify the trail beyond what it is.

Pete asked what kinds of trail maintenance the Town can likely conduct.  Members 
agreed that we need to be able to cut and clear to ensure safety and trail clearance on our



own, as we see fit.  This point should be added to the agreement.

Marshall asked why we would want to manage and maintain the north pond trail.  In
response, Eric suggested that perhaps we should specify Wilderness Trail and North 
Pond Trail upkeep and management activities using similar language in the LUA.  

Eric then referred to item j. on page 6 of the LUA, in which the DNR reserves the right
to require access to the DNR lands in the vicinity of the Wilderness Trail for logging 
purposes, where this access would cross lands owned by the Town.  This statement in the
LUA needs to change to protect land owned by the Town. 

Pete suggested that perhaps we should draft two agreements, with one agreement 
addressing DNR lands west of the Presque Isle River, and the second agreement 
addressing lands east of the river.

Eric suggested a somewhat different approach.  There would be one agreement, but the
agreement would list operational requirements differently for the Wilderness Trail and
for the North Pond Trail.

Marshall stated that the LUA as written is not acceptable to the Town.

Barb asked if we should try to meet with Tony Martinez.  Bob offered to arrange for
Tony to meet with the Committee at its meeting on October 9, 2019.  Bob added some 
comments describing some of the elements contained in the two DNR publications
mentioned earlier in these minutes.  Eric listed different trail designations published by
DNR.

Members then discussed the need to have one committee spokesperson communicate 
with Niccole Smith, Real Estate Specialist, Wisconsin DNR, who oversaw the 
development of the LUA document.  Eric will be the spokesperson.  He will contact 
Niccole to convey our concerns with the existing agreement draft, and to let her know 
that the Town will prepare counter-proposals to modify the existing draft and submit the 
proposals to her.

Item 2---New signage status—Pete reported that the new Presque Isle signage program has 
stalled because of concerns by some who are not in favor of the lumber industry logo.
Discussion followed about how long ago the new logo was first presented, the process
by which the logo came to be the preferred imagery and the fact that now at this late
date there has arisen some opposition.  The Ayres report was part of this logo evolution.
This subject will be taken up at future town board meetings.

Item 3---Cemetery ordinance signs---Cathy read aloud the message layout on the proposed
cemetery signage.  Apparently, the cemetery is formally Evergreen Cemetery.  Perhaps
it can be identified as Presque Isle Evergreen Cemetery on the sign.  Discussion then 
followed about how much detail is needed on the sign.  Pete moved that the P & R 
Committee recommend that the Town Board adopt one sign at the cemetery according
to the verbiage proposed by Cathy, seconded by Barb.  Motion carried.

Item 4---Healthy lakes grant---Cathy met with Quita Sheehan to discuss details of proposed
plantings in Pipke Park.  Cathy will meet with Pat Goggins to study plantings  and 
locations for them as provided for in the Healthy Lakes grant received a year ago.

Item 5---Garbage cans---Cathy presented an attractive garbage can enclosure system used in 



Door County that Presque Isle could adopt for its parks.  Cathy will discuss producing a
sample with Max Wallace.

Item 6-New Business
Item 1---Alternative uses for non-lighted ball field---The Committee did not discuss this item
Item 2---Mud Lake fishing pier---No action-take
Item 3---Next Meeting is October 9, 2019, at 10:00 A.M., at the Town Offices, Town Board 

Meeting Room.

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed September 22, 2019

 



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting October 9, 2019

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:07 A.M., October 9, 2019, at the Presque Isle Town Board 
Meeting Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky, liaison Cathy 
Weber.   

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  September 11, 2019--  Pete moved to approve the 09/11/2019 
minutes, seconded by Eric.  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Public Comment—None

Item 4-Correspondence---It was noted that Tony Martinez, DNR Parks and Rec Specialist, has emailed
three DNR publications dealing with trail design, maintenance and signage to Bob, which have
been resent to all Committee members.

Item 5-Old-Business
Item a-Wilderness Trail Land Use Agreement with DNR---Eric reported that he has not yet 

heard from Niccole Smith, the DNR staff member managing the LUA, since contacting
her in September.  Eric also mentioned that the Town, and the committee, possess 
documents outlining instructions for management of the north and south pond dam and
inspection procedures.  Bob followed by explaining that mowing instructions specify 
certain shoreline areas that need mowing for dam and berm inspection purposes, while 
other shoreline stretches don't require mowing.  Further discussion followed.

Item b-North Pond Trail Wet Area---Bob reported that Kyle McLaughlin, NR Program 
Coordinator, DNR, sent an email stating that the trail wet area is in wetlands.  As a
possible solution to the trail wetness and mud problem, Kyle suggested that a ditch
serving as a water interceptor could be excavated for about 200 feet along the upland
side of the trail to catch water running downslope from CTH B, and that this water
could be discharged by gravity through a culvert at the lowest point of the ditch.  This
culvert would drain water from the ditch, under the trail, and release it toward the north
pond.  This project would not require a permit.  Quita Sheehan, and Stacy, the civil 
engineer on the staff of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP) will assist in the design of this proposed drainage system.  Bob will contact
Kyle for more detail.

Item c-Trail Safety Maintenance, Tilting Boardwalk---Al reported that boardwalks 1 and 2 each 
appeared to have a moderate tilt at one location.  The tilt measured approximately 
3 3/4% on boardwalk 1, and 4 3/4% on boardwalk 2. Boardwalk design specifications
require a maximum sideways tilt of 2%.  At this time, the tilted areas do not seem 
excessive or troublesome, from a practical standpoint.  Al talked to a technician at Ideal
Manufacturing, the maker of the helical supports, who said he had not heard from any
other user with this problem.  It would seem impossible for the helicals to move 
vertically, so this is a puzzle.  We will keep an eye on the boardwalks. Further  
discussion followed about regular maintenance and inspections of the boardwalks, 
including speculation about whether or not staining the visible surfaces would be a good
idea.

Item d-Donated Playground Equipment---Members discussed possible locations in Pipke Park,
and at other Presque Isle town parks and facilities, where the donated playground 



equipment could be installed.  The need for reasonably flat ground, and for positioning  
                       at a distance of at least 75 feet from water body shores made this placement difficult. 

Members concluded that this project needed to be abandoned.  Eric moved to decline the
generous offer by the donors for the equipment, seconded by Pete.  Motion carried.

Item e-Pipke Park Parking---Barb pointed out that additional parking is workable on the stretch
of ground extending northerly from the Quonset hut to just before the traffic gates, 
with room for about 12 vehicles, parking perpendicular to the edge of the roadway.  This
scheme would provide room for one additional space for handicapped users, just across 
from the fishing pier.  Members noted also a sketch developed by Eric and Al providing
11 more spaces across the roadway from the pavilion, again with vehicles oriented
perpendicular to the edge of the roadway.  Eric moved to recommend to the Town Board
that these 25 additional parking spaces be recognized as designated public parking 
spaces, seconded by Bob.  Motion carried. Barb will make this recommendation at the 
October 17, 2019 Town Board Meeting. 

Item 6-New Business
Item a-2020 Budget---General discussion began with members suggesting specific items that

the Committee should present to the Town Board as budgeted expense and capital 
outlays for Parks and Rec.  Bob suggested budgeting $3000 for an industrial grade 
snowblower for Max to use in the parks and the Community Building grounds.  A sum
of $300 was suggested to cover water quality testing.  Discussion focused also on what 
categories of budgeted items should be listed, such as Operating and Maintenance 
budgeting, expense and capital categorizing of budget items.  Pete suggested that
monies be budgeted for boardwalk inspections, and regular maintenance of the cemetery.
Barb and Al volunteered to meet Thursday, October 10, to fine tune the budget
categories the Committee will need for a meaningful budget, and to estimate specific
amounts for separate budget items.  They will present this budget proposal to the Town
Board on Saturday, October 12, at their budget workshop meeting.

Item b-Next Step After Survey---This item will be deferred to the November 13, 2019 meeting.
Item c-Alternative Uses for Non-lighted Ball Field---Defer also to November 13, 2019 meeting
Item d-Mud Lake Fishing Pier---The Town holds a warranty deed on the small parcel where

the pier is located, to be used only for fishing purposes, and prohibiting any further
development.

Item e---Winter Party at Pipke Park---The Chamber is planning an early February 2020 event.
They need volunteers to manage the event.  The Chamber asked if the Parks and Rec. 
Committee would sponsor a candle light snowshoe walk on the Wilderness Trail.  
Discussion followed, focusing on whether or not Parks and Rec. Committee should
actually organize and manage this snowshoe walk, or really any other event.  The
Committee decided as a consensus not to sponsor or manage the snowshoe walk.

Item f-Committee Members---Bob reported that he will not continue on the Parks and Rec.
Committee beyond the year 2019, the end of his current term.  Hearing this news, all
members understood that while all good and exceptional things must come to an end, 
they will surely miss the energy, knowledge, leadership, and just plain positive vibes 
Bob has contributed to this Committee for more than a decade.  Thank you, Bob!

Item g-Next Meeting---Wednesday, November 13, 2019.

Item 7-Meeting adjourned at 12:05 P.M.

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee, Transcribed October 13, 2019



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting November 13, 2019

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:05 A.M., November 13, 2019, at the Presque Isle Town 
Board Meeting Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Bob Barofsky, liaison 
Cathy Weber.   

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  October 9, 2019--  Pete moved to approve the 10/09/2019 minutes, 
seconded by Eric.  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Public Comment—None

Item 4-Correspondence---
Item a—Bob reported receiving no reply as yet from Kyle McLaughlin of the DNR regarding
the improvement project for the north pond trail

Item b—Eric reported that Niccole Smith, DNR Real Estate Specialist, who is working on the
Land Use Agreement for Pipke Park, reported interest in suggestions for the LUA forwarded to
her by Eric.  Eric sent information to her regarding maintenance and operations procedures for
the dam components in Pipke Park.  He will be sending additional information to Niccole.

Item 5-Old-Business
Item a—Wetland Trail east side of North Pond—Bob described data that Kyle submitted for this
section of the trail.  Discussion followed regarding Kyle's comment that no wetland fill permit 
would be needed.  Bob read an email he sent to Kyle to clarify what we can do to improve the
wet area of the trail.  Bob will continue contacting Kyle to arrange for a site visit.

Item b—Pipke Park parking update—Eric summarized the statement from Vilas County Zoning
prohibiting placing any hard surface for a handicapped parking space within 75 feet of the south
pond ordinary high water mark.  He then summarized how an additional 28 parking spaces, ar-
ranged perpendicular to the roadway and including one handicapped space, can fit along a
northerly and westerly stretch of roadway.  The parking spaces would be arranged across from
the pavilion, and continue along the portion northerly of the quonset hut, terminating near the
north pond trailhead.  Discussion followed about how to keep the spaces clear of snow in the 
winter.  The town crew would do the plowing for the spaces.  Pete commented that the Legion
may be planning an expansion to their building, which could produce a parking problem for the
Legion.

Item c—Healthy Lakes Grant update—Cathy explained that a tarp has been placed on the 
ground on the east side of the south pond where new plantings will go.  The tarp will remove 
existing vegetation.  Plants will go in during spring of 2020.  The grant provided $1000, re-
quiring an additional $1000 of in-kind work.

Item d—Electric at Pipke Park pavilion—A new electrician in town will install a manual light 
switch inside the pavilion to replace the existing motion sensor.  A new circuit is needed for 
high amperage appliances (coffee maker).  Discussion followed about alternatives for electric
upgrades.  The Town Board approved  electric upgrades for the pavilion and for the Community
Building.



Item e—2020 Budget—Barb presented to the Town Board a detailed budget proposal that 
originated in a previous Park and Rec meeting.

Item 6—New Business
Item a—Next Step after Survey—Members selected various items in a verbal give and take to
summarize ongoing efforts to make these items happen.  In order to coordinate more fully with 
other town committees and organizations in improving recreational opportunities, Barb will set
up a joint meeting bringing together the Chamber of Commerce, the Economic Development 
Committee, the Heritage Society and the Parks and Rec Committee.

Item b—Alternative uses for non-lighted ball field—One alternative discussed was a dog park. 
Cathy pointed out that dog parks, even in rural and more remote locations like Presque Isle, are
still effective.  Jorja Burke, as a member of the public, suggested that a DNR property near 
Shanty Boy Cemetery, that has been offered for sale in the past, may still be available to 
purchase for use as a dog park.  One objection to the use of the ball field as a dog park is that
this field is presently used successfully for PI Days celebration.  Members felt that there is no
urgency to develop a dog park.

Item c.--Orange fencing at Wilderness Park parking area for winter—Max will need to install
this orange fencing to warn off snowmobilers from the shore land vegetative improvements.

Item d—Lowland Trail behind Community Building—Eric pointed out the existence of this 
Lowland Trail which includes markers, and which is accessed from the Nature Trail.  
Discussion followed regarding this trail and its origin, followed by additional general trail and
maintenance topics.

Item e—One umbrella name for the Heritage Apple Orchard, Shanty Boy Hill Cemetery and
Community Center nature Trails?--Members discussed this umbrella trail naming idea.  Perhaps
“Community Center Trails and Park” would be a suggestion.  Barb will bring this item up
during the joint meeting discussed in 6A above.

Item f—Next Meeting—December 11, 2019

Item 7—Adjournment--Eric moved to adjourn, seconded by Pete.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Minutes transcribed November 30, 2019 
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