
Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes
Regular Meeting January 8, 2020

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 
called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:13 A.M., January 8, 2020, at the Presque Isle Community 
Center public gathering room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn and Liaison Cathy 
Weber, and new Parks and Rec member Rich Schmalzer.  Debbie Smith and Carl Wolter were present 
from the public.  Barb introduced Rich Schmalzer to all persons present. 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  December 11, 2019--  Eric moved to approve the 12/11/2019 
minutes, seconded by Pete..  Motion carried. 

Item 3-Public Comment—None

Item 4-Correspondence---
● Barb reminded members of the January 16, 2020 meeting, 5:00 P.M. at the town offices for a 

presentation by the Vilas County Highway Commissioner, Nick Scholtes and by  Corre, Inc. project 
manager, explaining the upcoming redesign and construction of CTH B as it passes through the platted 
village of Presque Isle. 

● Pete then reminded members of a second informational meeting for rework on CTH B at 
Headwaters Realty on January 9, 2020. 

● Eric reported that Niccole Smith, DNR staff member, has not forwarded any further 
information on the Land Use Agreement being written to legally describe the arrangement between 
Presque Isle and the DNR on NHAL lands that are being managed by Presque Isle as part of Pipke 
Park.  Eric will continue corresponding with Niccole.

● Barb received information from Bob Barofsky regarding repairing the north pond walking 
trail muddy areas, to be discussed in Old Business below.

● Cathy passed around the financial report for the year 2019, for Parks and Rec.  Discussion 
followed.  The report will be retained as part of these minutes.

● Cathy then described a bill submitted by Northern Lights Enterprises, LLC, electric 
contractor, who installed improvements to the Pipke Park pavilion interior electrical system, with a 
price well under budget totaling $752.50.  Some discussion followed.

Item 5---Old Business
First Item---North Pond East Side Trail Update---Barb read the email forwarded by Bob 

Barofsky and originally written by Quita Sheehan, Vilas County Conservation Specialist.  Quita 
outlined the process to obtain permits to do the kind of work needed to remediate the muddy areas of 
the Pipke Park north pond walking trail.  This email will be retained as part of these minutes.

Second Item---Little Horsehead Landing---Pete described the two types of grants that Presque 
Isle can apply for to provide up to 81% of the funding to improve the Little Horsehead boat landing.  
The first grant is for Federal funds, with a February 1, 2020 submittal deadline.  We would likely hear 
whether or not we received this grant by the end of April, 2020.  The second grant is for State of 
Wisconsin funding, with a submittal date somewhat later than for the Federal grant.  We would likely 
hear about this grant by the end of August, 2020.  The Town Board did authorize Parks and Rec to go 
ahead with grant submittals, but required a future report describing any “strings” that might be attached
to the grants and the funding.  Pete then reviewed the alternatives for the project.  Pete has secured the 
help of Annie Lechlar, a DNR staff member and boat landing specialist, who is writing grants on behalf
of the Town of Presque Isle.

Third Item---Mission Statement---Barb read the proposed mission statement placed in the 



12/11/2019 minutes for starters.  One concrete change was to remove the word “foot” from the 
expression “foot trails”.  Discussion followed, considering different wording and suggestions for 
emphasis on different elements that a mission statement might contain.  Members will think over the 
statement and report any new ideas at the February 12, 2020 meeting.

Fourth Item---Pipke Park Christmas Event Parking Update---The additional parking setup 
seemed to work well for the approximately 100 attendees at the event.

Item 6--New business
First Item---Lighting at Pipke Park---Discussion followed about additional outdoor lighting for 

events at Pipke Park.  Cathy will ask Ron Stultz about his ideas regarding external park lighting.
Second Item---Next Meeting---February 12, 2020.

Item 7-Adjournment—Eric moved to adjourn, seconded by Pete.  Motion carried. Adjournment at 
11:19 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Alan Drum
Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee
Transcribed January 20, 2020



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting February 12, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:05 A.M., February 12, 2020, at the Presque Isle Community 

Center Town Board Meeting Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy 

Weber, and Rich Schmalzer.    

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  January 8, 2020--  Eric moved to approve the 01/08/2020 minutes, 

seconded by Pete.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 4-Correspondence--- 

 ● Eric submitted new input to DNR staff member Niccole Smith regarding the Pipke Park Land 

 Use Agreement draft.  He has not heard back any response. 

 ● Eric and Al have developed a typical sketch for the upper campus trail intersection map signs 

 and will visit the county GIS director to develop a final map sign version.  For these signs, the 

 Committee felt that the short cutoff trail from Shanty Boy to the snowmobile trail should be 

 included; in addition, the snowmobile trail needs to be labeled as “snowmobile and hiking”. 

 

Item 5-Old Business   

 Item a. Little Horsehead Landing Update---Pete reported that the Town Board authorized Pete 

 to act as town spokesperson for grant applications and other project coordination activities.   

 Both the Federal grant application and the State grant application have been submitted.  The 

 result for the Federal application should be known by the end of April, 2020, and the result for 

 the State application should be known by August of 2020.  Marshall has indicated that the 

 ownership status for the landing, whether it is owned by the county or the town, still is not clear. 

 This question needs to be resolved if grants are successful. 

  

 Item b. Mission Statement---Pete and Barb both submitted alternative statements, in addition to 

 the statement proposed by Al at a previous meeting.  Discussion focused on the three statements 

 and on specific wording.  Eric moved to accept a hybrid version that incorporated elements 

 from all three proposed statements, seconded by Rich.  Motion carried.  The preferred mission 

 statement is as follows: 

 “Presque Isle offers a wide variety of parks, trails, waterways and 

 historical amenities for residents and visitors to enjoy outdoor recreational activities.  The 

 Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee advises the Town Board of maintenance and 

 enhancement needed for existing assets and of opportunities for developing additional 

 assets”. 

 

 Item c. Lighting at Pipke Park---The electrician for this project is out of town.  This item will 

 be discussed further at the March meeting. 

 

Item 6-New Business 

 Item a. Main Street Project---Barb pointed out that this project will not affect Sensenbrenner 

 Park. Pete suggested that landscaping improvements would enhance Sensenbrenner Park. 

 

 Item b.  Joint Meeting---Barb suggested that a joint meeting should be scheduled including 



 the Chamber, EDC, Parks and Rec, and the Heritage Foundation.  Barb will notify Committee 

 members of the date for the meeting. 

 

 Item c. Water Quality Testing and Fish Survey in South Pond---Steve Smith is active on the 

 initiative to study fish stocks in Pipke Park south pond.  Eric will follow up by contacting Steve 

 for an update. 

 

 Item d. List of Annual Spring Maintenance Tasks---Barb submitted the following proposed list 

 of maintenance tasks: 

  Trail Maintenance 

  Paddling trail maintenance-Parks, boat landings, trailheads 

  Picnic and playground maintenance 

  Pavilion maintenance 

  Kiosk and signage maintenance 

  Public boat/watercraft maintenance 

  Cemetery maintenance in general 

 

 Item e. Next Meeting---March 11, 2020—10:00 A.M. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 A.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed February 25, 2020 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presque Isle  Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting March 11, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:10 A.M., March 11, 2020 at the Presque Isle Community 

Center Public Meeting Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy 

Weber, Rich Schmalzer and Max Wallace.    

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of  February 12, 2020--  Pete moved to approve the 02/12/2020 

minutes, seconded by Rich.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 4-Correspondence---Al reported that Hunter Engineering expects to complete their engineering 

repair plans for the upper campus log pavilion before the end of the winter season (by the time snow 

disappears).  As a reminder, these plans will include detailed drawings and specifications sufficient for 

contractors to provide bids to repair the structure, and will also include Hunter's estimate for the likely 

total cost of the repair construction project.  Members also learned from Eric that the concept of 

construction estimates can be expressed in terms of the ROM (Rough Order of Magnitude).  Eric did 

not reveal to members, however, that ROM can also mean Right on the Money, a far more accurate 

predictive technique. 

 

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item a.  Little Horsehead Landing---It was pointed out that Town Chair Marshall Reckard and 

the Town Board authorized the application of the sum allocated for new paving for the Little Horsehead 

Lake landing in the 2020 budget ($25,000) for another purpose.  The $25000 can be reinstated for 2021 

budgeting to support the potential Little Horsehead Landing improvement project in the event that 

grant monies are awarded. 

 Item b.  Land Use Agreement-Pipke Park---Eric reported that Niccole Smith, DNR staff 

member, is continuing work on our Agreement counter-proposal. 

 Item c.  Lighting at Pipke Park---We should consider additional lighting in the Pipke Park 

extended parking areas.  Cathy suggested that the electrician contractor look into additional light 

installations near the gate by the beginning of the North Pond trail, and adjacent to the Quonset hut.  In 

addition, as Max suggested, there needs to be electric power installed inside the Quonset hut. 

 Item d.  Joint Meeting-Parks and Rec; Economic Development Committee; Heritage 

Foundation; Chamber---Barb stated that perhaps the groups could meet on March 25, 2020. 

 Item e.  Water Quality Testing and Fish Survey in South Pond--- 

  ● Water Quality Testing-Eric distributed a four-page document discussing water quality 

  testing (as well as fish survey information discussed below).  This document will be part 

  of these minutes.  Eric pointed out that citizen monitors and UW Stevens Point staff are 

  the active agents gathering information from water bodies around the state (in our case,  

  Pipke South Pond).  Different  methods of water quality data collection were presented, 

  along with the roles fulfilled by both citizen monitors and Stevens Point personnel.  Eric 

  suggested that possibly volunteers from the Parks and Rec Committee could act as Pipke 

  Park pond monitors, and presented a list of action points.   

   

  ● Fish Surveys-Organizing a fish survey program is quite difficult.  Not many such 

  surveys are conducted in Vilas County (perhaps from three to seven surveys annually). 

  The cost can be up to $1000.   



  ● Discussion followed about both subjects—Measuring South Pond quality features, and 

  the conducting of fish surveys.  The Economic Development committee is especially 

  interested in fish surveys.  Eric and Rich volunteered to focus strictly on the collection 

  of water quality data for the foreseeable future as citizen volunteers, for South Pond. 

 

Item 6-New Business   

 Item a. Park Bench Donation---A citizen volunteered to provide a memorial bench for a recently 

deceased resident.  Pete suggested Sensenbrenner Park as a good location.  Members discussed future 

consideration for selection of other memorial benches and for locations to place them. 

 Item b. Community Center Horseshoe Pits---A discussion followed about the future of the 

seldom-used horseshoe pits.  One element affecting the pits is that since the parking area adjoining the 

town building complex to the north is to be designated as a medical helicopter landing site, one or both 

of the horseshoe pits may be interfering with this new use of the parking lot.  In particular, the westerly 

pit would be a good place for an aviation wind sock to be mounted.  Discussion followed regarding the 

pits and the fencing adjacent to the pits.  Discussion also focused on the existing sign that directs 

drivers to go to the north parking lot for additional parking, and that perhaps that sign should be 

removed.  Eric suggested that perhaps the horseshoe pit adjacent to the pavement should be eliminated 

to help provide clearance for helicopter landings. The question still lingered as to where to position the 

aviation wind sock. 

 Item c. Next Meeting---The next meeting will be April 8, 2020, 10:00 A.M. 

 

Pete moved to adjourn, seconded by Eric.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:15 A.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed March 20, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting May 26, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:06 A.M., May 26, 2020 at the Presque Isle Community 

Center Public Meeting Room.  Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy 

Weber, Rich Schmalzer.  Sarah Johnson attended as a member of the public, with a brief attendance 

later on by Town Chair Marshall Reckard.    

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of March 11, 2020--Eric moved to approve the 03/11/20 minutes, 

seconded by Pete.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—Sarah Johnson spoke on behalf of a Pipke Park Amphitheater, discussed 

further below. 

 

Item 4-Correspondence---None 

 

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item a.  Little Horsehead Landing Ownership---Vilas County has agreed that the Town of 

Presque Isle may assume ownership of the Little Horsehead Lake boat landing.  To achieve official 

recognition of this property transfer, the Town first must have a property land boundary survey 

performed, followed by Vilas County signing over the property to Presque Isle by quit claim deed.  

This official transfer must happen soon so that the Town may stake full claim to the Federal and State 

funding awarded for the boat landing rebuilding project.  Discussion ensued about whether or not 

progress was being made to schedule the property survey and quit claim deed execution.  Town Chair 

Marshall Reckard attended briefly, and Committee members reiterated to him the need to schedule the 

survey and deed completion soon. 

 Item b.  Land Use Agreement-Pipke Park---Eric reported that Niccole Smith, DNR staff 

member, is continuing work on our LUA counter-proposal. 

 Item c. Electricity at the Quonset Hut at Pipke Park—Cathy will meet with the electrician later 

on today.  Cathy will relay the request to the electrician that this power center may need enough 

capacity to support band musical equipment. 

 Item d. Electricity at Sensenbrenner Park—Barb reported that a power pedestal to support this 

power installation is on order but delivery is still perhaps a month away.  A private electrician, Ron 

Stultz, is ready to install as soon as the pedestal arrives. 

 Item e. Water Quality Testing and Fish Survey in South Pond—Barb clarified that Rich and Eric 

will do water quality testing, in both the South and North Ponds.  Eric discussed details of gaining 

acceptance as a citizen monitor.  Regarding fish surveys, a DNR staff member offered to launch his 

boat to survey the south pond.  The group discussed methods for launching the boat.  Cathy added that 

it would be helpful to plant trees along the shore. 

 Item f.  Log Pavilion Update—Al has talked to the engineer, Chuck Hunter, urging him to 

complete the repair design and cost estimate report. 

 Item g.  Trails North of the Community Center—Al said that he and Eric will confer on 

designing a set of trail intersection signs.  Eric discovered two older trails somewhat obscured over 

time, recording GPS coordinates describing their routing.  The two trails both join the nature trail and 

the snowmobile trail.  The group decided to add these two reborn trails to the current inventory of three 

trails (Shanty Boys Loop, Orchard Trail, Nature Trail) for a combined total of five trails. 

 Item h.  Sink at Pipke Park—The sink installation has started, coordinated by the Lions, and is 

expected to be installed by the beginning of June. 



 Item i.  North Pond Trail Update—Bob Barofsky will arrange a meeting with Quita Sheehan of 

Vilas County and Al to meet on site to begin developing a remedy for the muddy portions of the North 

Pond walking trail. 

 Item j.  Bench Donation—Plans are being considered for the purchase of memorial bench 

donations and placement.  Barb will consult with Pam Eschenbauch who has coordinated memorial 

benches in the past.  Discussion followed about the number of benches to purchase and where to place 

them.  Pam may shed some light on prices for the benches.  A donor has graciously offered to purchase 

perhaps two benches, and would like to know the price.  Barb and Eric suggested also to initiate a 

coordinated effort for the benches with other community groups. 

 Item k.  Pipke Watercraft Program—Barb raised the question whether or not to open the Pipke 

Park watercraft for public use now that other facilities throughout the state are opening from previously 

restricted operations caused by coronavirus concerns.  Many park facilities in the area have opened 

with a “use at your own risk” understanding.  Social distancing would still be encouraged.  The 

pavilion is open now.  Rich moved to open the watercraft for public use, to be accompanied with 

computer-generated caution signs (to be weather protected by laminating or something similar), 

seconded by Eric.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 6-New Business 

 Item a.  Canoe Donation—An additional canoe is available from a donor.  The members agreed 

to accept the donation, bringing the canoe fleet to a total of three. 

 Item b.  Tree Donations—The subject of donations of memorial trees for Steve Smith and Kathy 

Vogt was enthusiastically endorsed by members.  Perhaps the Beautification Committee can 

recommend tree species suitable as memory trees. 

 Item c.  Pipke Amphitheater—Sarah Johnson introduced the concept of regularly scheduled 

concerts to be held perhaps in Pipke Park, possibly entitled “Tunes on the Water”.  It would be nice to 

set up a covered stage for the players.  Discussion followed about where to place the stage.  The fire pit 

location was mentioned as well as the hillside alongside and upland of the quonset hut.  It likely needs 

to recognize the 75-foot shore setback.  To expedite the music series, bands could set up in the pavilion, 

with the big doors open.  Audience members could bring their own camp chairs.  Several factors need 

to be researched: 1) alcohol use; 2) noise level; 3) other ordinance concerns.  Sarah felt that the 

scheduled time of day would be best set at 4:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.  The Committee endorses this idea. 

 Item d.  Maintenance Projects List—A major part of the maintenance list is town park 

inspections and identification of cleanup and clearing work needed periodically.  Pete suggested that 

each committee member take responsibility for inspecting particular parks and listing needed 

maintenance.  Barb will look over the parks list and set up assignments for each member. 

 Item e.  Next Meeting is June 10, 2020, 10:00 A.M. 

 Item f.  Adjournment—Eric moved to adjourn, seconded by Pete.  Meeting adjourned at 11:26 

A.M. 

  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed June 1, 2020 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting June 9, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:20 A.M., June 9, at the Presque Isle Pipke Park pavilion.  

Also present were Pete Cober, Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy Weber, Rich Schmalzer.      

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of May 26, 2020--Pete moved to approve the 05/26/2020 minutes, 

seconded by Eric.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 4-Correspondence---Information was received from a DNR fish biologist who offered to help in 

conducting a fish survey of the South Pond, and to help in designating the pond as a “municipal pond” 

to facilitate a fish stocking program. 

 

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item 1.  Little Horsehead Landing Ownership---The DNR acknowledges that the grant monies 

to fund the remodel of the Little Horsehead Lake boat landing is now officially designated for this 

project.  A quit claim establishing that the Town of Presque Isle is the owner of the boat landing 

property still needs to be executed. 

 Item 2.  Land Use Agreement-Pipke Park---Eric reported that Niccole Smith, DNR staff 

member, reported to him that the delays experienced were caused by a time-consuming revamping of 

certain DNR official forms.  The appropriate new forms are now available.  Niccole may have a draft 

of the LUA completed by Thursday, June 18, for the Town Board meeting that evening.  Cathy will put 

the LUA draft on the Town Board agenda. 

 Item 3. Electricity at the Quonset Hut at Pipke Park—Cathy reported that the electrician, Ron, 

suggests placing a fourteen foot light pole on the northeast corner of the Quonset hut to light the 

secondary parking area northerly of the hut.  Ron’s proposal seemed somewhat high.   Barb will talk to 

Ron to find out why the price is this high, and if any changes can be made to lower the cost. 

 Item 4. Log Pavilion update---Al reported that the engineer, Chuck Hunter, has not yet 

completed his repair design and cost 

 Item 5. Trails North of the Community Center---There are five trails in this grouping; no further 

progress has been made on setting up signage and other improvements.   

 Item 6. Sink at Pipke Park---The counter has been installed.  The sink will come next. 

 Item 7. North Pond Trail Update---Al reported that Quita Sheehan of the Vilas County Land and 

Water Conservation Department visited Pipke Park along with Bob Barofsky and Al a week ago.  Quita 

will schedule the civil engineer, Stacey, to take measurements and develop a design possibly 

incorporating a trench and culvert arrangement to solve the muddy trail problem. 

 Item 8. Bench Donation---Barb is trying to find out where Kathy Trzesniak’s bench was 

purchased.  We need to inform the donors what the cost for the benches will be.  Discussion followed 

regarding possible bench placement locations. 

 Item 9. Pipke Park Watercraft Program Needs---It would be helpful to add two paddles to the 

inventory.  There are now plenty of life preservers. 

 Item 10. Possible Pipke Park Amphitheater Site---For the proposed “Tunes on the Water” band 

concert program proposal, members agreed that for this summer, any visiting bands could set up 

temporarily in the Pipke Park pavilion, with spectators positioned in the secondary parking region.  For 

the permanent arrangement, a band shell, or amphitheater, could be placed opposite, and north of, the 

pavilion on the upslopes available in that region, north of the parking area.  Members discussed 



possible locations. 

 Item 11. Maintenance Projects List--- 

  ● Rich began by discussing Sensenbrenner Park, and the need for an ongoing painting 

program:  1) The biggest item is the pier.  The first section needs structural repair or replacement; 

2) The Jack Cecil memorial needs to be reworked, primarily refinishing; 3) Old weeds, mostly dead 

stuff, along shore, need clearing.  Rich also reported that the cemetery is in good shape, appearing as 

though someone unknown may have done considerable clearing of debris recently 

  ● Pete reported as follows: 1) The walking trail around the South Pond needs weeds 

scooped away, particularly where car traffic has ceased; 2) Debris along shore, such as containers, need 

removal; 3) Areas around exercise equipment need weed whacking; 4) The north pond trail has two 

depressions that could use a modest amount of fill 

  ● Al referred to a map of the Pipke Park Wilderness Trail marked with locations where 

grass growing in the middle of the path needs weed whacking and where boardwalks need removal of 

vegetation overhanging several of the five boardwalks/bridges. 

  ● Eric reported as follows: 1) The board outside the Heritage Building needs 

replacement; 2) The snowmobile trail, which doubles as a foot trail situated north of the office parking 

lot, has some ruts needing filling; 3) Trails in this same region can use more extensive vegetation 

removal and pruning; 4) Markers for natural features on the Nature Trail need attention; 5) Shanty Boy 

wood markers need painting or staining; 6) The abandoned trail along Highway B has a dangerous 

bridge.  Perhaps the Town Board could weigh in on what to do with the bridge.  Perhaps the Town 

Board should indicate whether or not they are okay with abandoning this trail. 

  ● Barb reported as follows: 1) The Wilderness Park vault toilets need attention; Cathy 

will notify Max; all else looks good at the landing area.  In the Wilderness Park picnic area, it would be 

good to clear some tree foliage for a better view to the lake, but Jim Janet of Vilas County Zoning 

should be consulted about how much removal, if any, can be done.  And finally, the “No Loitering” 

sign ought to be removed, given that people are usually encouraged to “hang around” to enjoy a public 

park. 2) The boat landing to PI Lake, from Highway P, has large depressions that need repair; this 

landing is a Town responsibility.  In addition, the approaches to this landing on Highway P have poor 

visibility. Tree branches overhead should be removed for improved line of sight to the landing. 

 

Item 6-New Business 

 Item 1. Pete suggested placing a kiosk near the Pipke Park fishing pier or pavilion that would 

explain and list fishing regulations.  The potential new status for the pond as a “municipal pond” may 

involve some different fishing parameters. 

 Item 2. Meeting Schedule---Members agreed on a new meeting day, the third Tuesday of 

every month, at 10:00 A.M.  Accordingly, the next meeting will be Tuesday, July 21, 2020, 10:00 

A.M. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 A.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed June 16, 2020 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting July 21, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 

order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:05 A.M., July 21, 2020, at the Presque Isle Town Office Main Meeting Room.  

Also present were Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy Weber, Rich Schmalzer, and former Chair Bob Barofsky 

as a member of the public.  Town Chair Marshall Reckard also joined the meeting at a later time.      

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of June 9, 2020--Rich moved to approve the 06/09/2020 minutes, seconded by 

Eric.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—Bob Barofsky, representing the Presque Isle Lakes Association, presented a letter from 

this association.  Bob outlined a history of shoreline improvements at Wilderness Park, on Presque Isle Lake, 

including in-ground steps built to a popular lake foot-access point and shoreline plantings to control erosion.  In 

the Parks and Rec meeting minutes of June 9, 2020, Bob pointed to the mention of clearing vegetation on 

Presque Isle Lake.  He continued with descriptions of improvements in three locations, and with a mention of 

near-shore brushing activities adjacent to the picnic area several years ago that produced a discolored vegetative 

region promoting erosion.  Bob’s concern, and that of the lake association, was that near-shore tree pruning and 

brushing intended to improve the view of the lake may actually harm the lakeshore.  Eric added that the group 

did discuss brushing at the previous meeting, and that he also was not a fan of brushing lakeshore.  Bob added 

that other lakeshores have suffered from vegetative cutting.  More discussion followed about remediation efforts 

and that lakeshore regions need to be respected and protected.  Our intent was not to do damage by vegetative 

removal.  Members also noted that the pruning mentioned in the June 9 minutes referred to trees blocking the 

view of the Highway P boat landing, a safety issue.  Bob added historical comments about the history of Presque 

Isle Lake boat landings, leading to further discussion about the two currently existing Presque Isle Lake boat 

landings.    

 

Item 4-Correspondence---Correspondence was covered in Item 3 above, where Bob Barofsky presented a letter 

to the Committee from the Presque Isle Lake Association.   

 

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item a. Little Horsehead Landing Ownership Update—An email from DNR staff member Annie 

Loechler that discussed a payment to be made to Presque Isle was referring to an initial down payment the DNR 

will forward to the Town as grant seed money for the Town to use to begin preparing for the design to rebuild the 

Little Horsehead boat landing next year.  This payment also locks in the grant (in the amount of approximately 

$125,000.00) as specifically Presque Isle grant monies.  Rich agreed to take over the monitoring of this project 

from Pete, who is moving from Presque Isle to Indiana. 

 Item b. Land Use Agreement (Pipke Park)---There is no further word from the DNR regarding 

completion of a new draft of the Pipke Park land use agreement. 

 Item c. Electric Power at the Quonset Hut at Pipke Park---Barb reported that the bid for electric power 

enhancement at the quonset hut seems high primarily because the power pole itself costs $1400.  When looking 

ahead also to the need for power at the proposed music band shell, the electrical contractor suggested that a new 

power pedestal supplying the quonset hut should have, in addition, the capacity to supply the power needs at the 

band shell.  To include the band shell, the total cost for additional power is now $3600.00.  Perhaps this dollar 

sum should be inserted in next year’s budget.  Barb added that, for electric power at Sensenbrenner Park, 

conductors will be extended from a power pole on main street, and fed to the Park underground and under Main 

Street to a power pedestal in the Park.  (Rich also added a comment that people who have difficulty walking may 

find the upslope along the roadway from the original designated parking area to the pavilion building in Pipke 

Park hard to manage, and that we should keep this in mind.) 

 Item d. Log Pavilion Update---Al referred to the Hunter Engineering design drawings for replacing the 

lower portions of all log posts supporting the pavilion, and the accompanying cost estimate to complete the 

replacements.  All members received the several pages of the redesigned post supports and the cost estimates by 

email.  Members were surprised at the low estimated overall cost ($20,853.00).  Discussion followed about the 



probable need to refinish all log structural members themselves.  Discussion followed also that the Committee 

should provide the Town Board with the likely cost to replace the existing building with a new structure as an 

alternative to the repair of the log post bases, just to provide a clearer picture when deciding the fate of the 

pavilion.  Al agreed to pursue examples of new pavilion structures and costs, and also to re-contact the 

refinishing contractor (Sullivan, 715 479 2047) who previously proposed to treat the surfaces of log structural 

members. 

 Item e. Trails North of the Community Center---Al reported that he is sending an email to the Vilas 

County Mapping Department with a sketch indicating the signage format we’d like for the series of trail 

intersections in the Upper Campus Trail System.  The mapping people will prepare a draft map for our review.  

There is not yet a time schedule for this draft. 

 Item f. Sink at Pipke Park---Thanks to the Lions, the new sink has been installed in the Pipke Park 

pavilion. 

 Item g. North Pond Trail Update---Bob Barofsky reported that he walked the trail recently, and found it 

walkable despite all the recent rainfalls.  Bob recalled that the muddy area seems worse in late June, and that it 

seems okay presently.  Al outlined the plan for which Quita Sheehan and the engineer Stacey will be making 

field measurements.  They will investigate the feasibility of creating a ditch to catch water from Highway B to 

the east and at higher elevation than the trail, and installing a culvert system to drain that water underneath the 

trail and into the North Pond. 

 Item h. Bench Donation---Barb is still attempting to find the supplier of other benches dedicated to 

former town residents.  Barb is also searching for new sources for benches.  Discussion followed.  Barb felt that 

a bench presently may cost as much as $600.  Further discussion followed regarding creation of a “donation 

policy”, perhaps in the form of a municipal ordinance. 

 Item i. Main Street Project---Eric delivered a general summary about the downtown improvement 

construction project, in order to inform committee members generally about the overall project.  He pointed out 

that any communications between Town residents and either the project designers or the Vilas County Highway 

Commissioner need to be delivered first to Town Chair Marshall Reckard so that Marshall can deliver the 

communications as a single source.  Eric’s summary included identifying major design factors of interest to town 

residents.  Eric pointed out that only a limited portion of the critical design factors are of direct interest to the 

Parks and Recreation Committee; the Committee’s official concern is focused strictly on how design factors 

affect Sensenbrenner Park and possibly eventually Pipke Park.  Eric reiterated the importance of transmitting 

questions that citizens may have regarding the downtown project to the project designers.  Committee discussion 

followed; no committee action was taken. 

 

Item 6-New Business 

 Item a. Possible Committee Vacancy---With Pete Cober moving from the community, the Parks and Rec 

Committee will need a new member. 

 Item b. Next Meeting will be August 18, 2020.  Note: The new regular meeting schedule for the Parks 

and Recreation Committee will be the third Tuesday of each month. 

 

Item 7-Adjournment—Meeting adjourned at 12:26 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed on August 2, 2020 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting August 18, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:10 A.M., August 18, 2020, at the Presque Isle Town Office 

Main Meeting Room.  Also present were Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy Weber, Rich Schmalzer.      

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of July 21, 2020--Eric moved to approve the 07/21/2020 minutes, 

seconded by Rich.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 4-Correspondence---Rich presented verbal correspondence from a Meeting of the Lions: 

 ● In the Pipke Park south pond, weeds have built up around rocks previously set in the pond for 

erosion, and are in need of removal. 

 ● Lions members reiterated a former concern among citizens that a Presque Isle beach is 

needed.  Barb added at a later point that it does seem strange that Presque Isle cannot offer a public 

beach. 

 ● If the music shell idea is pursued, there are trees that probably should be removed to 

accommodate audience members, in Pipke Park.  At a later point, Eric referred back to this tree 

removal suggestion, pointing out that some trees in the vicinity of the proposed band stage were placed 

using state grants and cannot be removed.  At a later point, Cathy added that she would like to 

minimize tree removal.  Perhaps just trimming would do the job.  Also, at a later point, Barb suggested 

that the Committee meet at Pipke Park to review the tree removal question.  Barb then added that she 

wondered if Pipke Park is not the best place for music programs because of difficult and insufficient 

parking opportunities.  Perhaps conducting music programs would be better in the downtown area. 

 ● Parking areas in Pipke Park should probably offer designated handicapped parking.  Again, at 

a later point, Eric commented that steep slopes, referenced at a previous meeting as difficult for some 

park visitors as they walk to and from parking areas, may not be as difficult as first thought. 

 ● The Lions ask who is now organizing the efforts to develop an off road bicycle trail in the 

South Crab Lake Road region. Members felt that the Economic Development Committee was now 

pursuing the project, currently by drafting land use agreements. 

 

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item a)  Land Use Agreement for Pipke Park—No further action to date. 

 Item b)  Log Pavilion Update---Al suggested that Hunter’s pricing seemed low; it might be best 

to go ahead and ask for bids to find out what contractors really tell us the project will cost.  Any project 

over $25000.00 must be bid anyway.  It would be faster to bid right from the start.  Discussion followed 

about whether it would be better to bid the construction and log refurbishing at the same time, or at 

separate times. Members concluded that since the two projects will require contractors with very 

different specialties, separate bidding is probably better.  Eric summarized his discussion with the 

Camp Manitowish Grounds Manager and with the builder who constructed the new log pavilion at the 

camp.  Both people held Hunter in high regard, and both also felt the price estimate was low.  Both also 

felt that a new pavilion to replace our existing pavilion would cost $100,000 or more.  Al agreed with 

this replacement cost estimate.  Al will pursue bidding documents, starting with consultation with 

Marshall and with Lorine. 

 Item c)   Trails North of Community Center---Al sent a sample map sketch to the county GIS 

map department director, who will put it in his schedule to produce a first map draft.  It may be 

necessary for our Committee to have someone with an accurate GPS unit to create tracks of some of the 



actual trail segments that the county does not have on their mapping. 

 Item d)   North Pond Trail Update---Al contacted Quita Sheehan.  Quita will re-contact the civil 

engineer, Stacey, to set up a date to do field measuring and then to make sketches for the proposed 

drainage system design.  (This project was set up to eliminate the muddy conditions on a portion of the 

Pipke Park north pond walking trail.) 

 Item e)   Committee Vacancy---Members agreed to keep looking for potential new members 

interested in serving on the Parks and Recreation Committee. 

 

Item 6-New Business-Next Meeting---The next meeting is Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 11:00 

A.M., at the Pipke Park pavilion. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed August 29, 2020  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting September 16, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 11:12 A.M., September 16, 2020, at the Presque Isle Pipke Park 

pavilion.  Also present were Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy Weber, Rich Schmalzer; these four  

members and liaison Cathy Weber represent the full current committee roster. With the resignation of 

former member Pete Cober, the Committee is seeking a new fifth member.      

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of August 18, 2020--Eric moved to approve the 08/18/2020 minutes, 

seconded by Rich.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 4-Correspondence---Al mentioned observing a land survey crew performing a site survey at the 

Little Horsehead Lake boat landing, from Coleman Engineering.  They are gathering site information in 

preparation for redesigning and reconstructing the Little Horsehead landing, the project initiated by 

Pete Cober.  Eric added that he has a copy of boundary survey information for the landing.  There was 

further discussion, mostly focused on the upcoming main street design and construction work. 

 

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item a)  Land Use Agreement for Pipke Park—Eric sent a query message to Niccole Smith, with 

no answer yet at this time. 

 Item b)  Log Pavilion Update---Al read aloud a one-page proposed request for bids document 

that Lorine will hand to interested construction companies who will submit bids for the pavilion 

structural repairs.  Members agreed that a suitable project completion date, to be included in the bid 

request, would be September 1, 2021.  Al will submit the request document to Marshall and Lorine for 

approval and to trigger placement of a newspaper ad requesting bids. 

 Item c)   North Pond Trail Update---Quita Sheehan and civil engineer Stacey took site 

measurements which will lead to a design sketch for a water drainage construction project to alleviate 

the muddy north pond trail condition.  Presque Isle will be responsible for the design sketches and for 

financing the project.  Quita can help in identifying possible grant money sources.  Stacey and Quita 

will submit elevation contours to Presque Isle for the area affected by the periodic muddy conditions. 

 Item d)  Pipke Park Designated Parking Area---Rich reminded members that the steeper slope 

of the south pond circle road leading to the pavilion from the original designated parking area may be 

difficult for some citizens to manage on foot.  Discussion of this concern followed.  Members 

concluded that reserving three parking positions for citizens who may have difficulty on foot as 

mentioned above would help alleviate the above concern.  These reserved spaces would be identified 

by deploying temporary signs for heavily attended events.  Members also felt that placing gravel in the 

parking area across the roadway from the pavilion would improve the surface and encourage users to 

park there.  For heavily attended events, temporary one-way traffic signs might be placed to help guide 

traffic, and parallel parking along the south pond roadway could be established.  Further discussion 

ensued regarding traffic patterns and parking possibilities. 

 Item e)  Pipke Park Band Stage---Members initially considered the high point across from the 

pavilion located just beyond the westerly end of the pavilion as the favored band shell location.  One 

drawback with this choice is that several newer trees are in the foreground of this location, partially 

blocking the view of the band shell, and these trees are valuable both as amenities of the park and 

because they were placed using grant money.  Further discussion followed.  One suggestion followed 

that perhaps the band shell could be placed across the pond on the upslope leading to the church atop 



the hill, but on lands still owned by the Town. 

 Item f)  Pipke Park South Pond Weeds---Submerged weeds growing near the south pond shore 

easterly of the pavilion may discourage both waders and people fishing.  Members considered whether 

or not it was worth the effort to remove these weeds.  Perhaps gravel could be added to the original 

wading area.  Further discussion is needed. 

 Item g)  Committee Vacancy---Eric will ask for volunteers to fill the vacant seat on the 

Committee at the next Presque Isle Town Lakes Committee meeting. 

 

Item 6-New Business 

 Item a)  Vault toilet Soffit---Cathy discussed installing soffits on the vault toilets at a cost of 

$1200.  Perhaps this sum could be paid from the contingency fund.  Further discussion followed. 

 Item b)  Bike Trails/Presque Isle Land Use Plan---Barb pointed out that the Zoning Committee 

is updating the Presque Isle Land Use Plan.  Al pointed out that efforts to finance and construct a bike 

trail are being pursued by the Wilderness Pedalers, Inc., a 501(c)(3) corporation, and not the Town of 

Presque Isle.  The advantages of the corporation organizing the bike trail are that the private donations 

being sought will allow a “no-bid” project whereby a preferred contractor can be engaged at likely 

lower cost, and that certain design standards need not be so rigidly adhered to. 

 Item c)  Budget---The Committee needs to develop a list of suggested town budget items.  Here 

is the start of such a list: 

 ● New gravel in the Pipke Park wading area 

 ● Provisions for additional signage and other features for Pipke Park parking 

 ● Upper Campus trail intersection signs, both design and procurement of signs 

 ● Log pavilion structural rebuild—Additional sum of $10,000 

 ● Log pavilion post and beam log members-Surface Refurbishing-$18,000 

 ● Pier at Sensenbrenner Park—Major overhaul—Cost as yet unknown—Rich will check into 

 what needs to be done to upgrade the pier 

 ● Benches for parks 

 ● North pond muddy area remediation--$2500 

Members should think about other budget items between meetings; send email to Barb with any new 

suggestions 

 Item d)  Maintenance Projects---Maintenance project list will be considered at next meeting 

 Item e)  Next meeting is October 20, 2020, 10:00 A.M., town large meeting room 

  

(Secretary’s Afterthought Reminder:  Several days following the above meeting, an intermediate 

meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, October 7, 2020, Town main meeting room, to discuss 

further additional items for the town budget.) 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alan Drum 

Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Transcribed October 4, 2020  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2020 

 

Item 1-Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was 

called to order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:10 A.M., November 17, 2020, in the Presque Isle town office 

large meeting room.  Also present were Al Drum, Eric Benn, Liaison Cathy Weber, Rich Schmalzer. 

 

Item 2-Approval of the minutes of October 7, 2020—Eric moved to approve the 10/07/2020 minutes, 

seconded by Rich.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 3-Public Comment—None 

 

Item 4-Correspondence---Eric stated that he has no further word from DNR staff member Niccole 

Smith, who is working on the Pipke Park land use agreement. 

  

Item 5-Old Business 

 Item a)  North Pond Trail Update---Al commented on the north trail topographic documents 

received since the October 7 meeting, and which Al emailed to committee members.  The documents 

show topographic elevation contours that are needed for establishing positions for culverts that may be 

installed to carry water under the trail, hopefully eliminating the muddy conditions.  Al will contact 

Quita Sheehan to discuss the documents.  Al and Eric will work on a proposed culvert scheme. 

 Item b)  Committee vacancy---Judy Farling may be a candidate to fill the committee vacancy. 

 Item c)  Budget---Barb commented that the Town Board eliminated the proposed year 2021 

town budget set-aside amount of $10,000 for rebuilding the log pavilion support columns.  The Board 

apparently accepted all other budget items proposed by the P & R Committee.  Members believed that 

a total of $30,000 has already been “set-aside” from previous budget periods to pay for the pavilion 

rebuild.  Cathy pointed out that the Board will likely look at the pavilion total repair very carefully 

because of the large sum needed not only to repair the log columns, but the added cost of $18,000 that 

is expected if the entire log structure is also treated by Sullivan Log Refurbishing. 

 Item d)  Maintenance projects---Barb suggested we identify what entities will accomplish the 

items included in the October 7, 2020 minutes and listed as “Miscellaneous Operations and 

Maintenance Expenses-All Parks.”  Eric suggested these three categories: 

 ● (1) Project to be undertaken by town crew 

 ● (2) Project to be undertaken by volunteers 

 ● (3) Project to be undertaken by contractor, or to be accomplished by making a purchase 

The table below is the list of proposed operations and maintenance expenses, so far, for the year 2021, 

and is reproduced from the October 7, 2020 P & R minutes, with the above categories (1), (2), (3) 

added:   

 

Park Expenses         Budget $ Amount 

  

 Miscellaneous Operations and Maintenance Expenses-All Parks     

 (1) Pipke Park pavilion staining      $500 

 (3) Jack Cecil sign replacement-Sensenbrenner Park   $100 

 (1) Artificial sand/gravel placement in Pipke wading/launch area      $1500 

 (3) Removable (mobile) parking control signs Pipke Park           $1000 

 (3) Trail signs-upper campus               $1000 

 (2) (3) Sensenbrenner pier rebuild materials (Lions provide labor)  $600 



 (1) (3) Remediate muddy trail portions north pond Pipke Park           $2500 

 (2) (3) Tree and vegetative maintenance (parks, and trails)            $1000 

 (2) (3) Pipke Park Wilderness Trail boardwalk maintenance             $750 

 (1) (3) Concrete apron repair (waterproofing) Pipke pavilion  $500 

 *(See Below) Other        $500  

 Total Expense                  $9950 

*Barb suggested that members continue to identify additional maintenance items and bring suggestions 

to the December 16, 2020 meeting. 

 

 Item e)  Little Horsehead Landing---Rich is in contact with Coleman Engineering.  Presque Isle 

has now committed funds to the reconstruction of Little Horsehead Lake landing, qualifying the grant 

as an active project and the Town of Presque Isle as the designated recipient of the grant funding.  Rich 

also is in contact with the DNR regarding this project. 

 

Item 6-New Business 

 Item a)  Next Meeting---Next meeting is Wednesday, December 16, 2020 

 

Item 7-Adjournment---Meeting adjourned at 11:05 A.M. 

   

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee  

Transcribed November 27, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 



Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 16, 2020 

 

Call to order—The regular meeting of the Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee was called to 

order by Chair, Barb Peck, at 10:03 A.M., December 16, 2020, in the Presque Isle town office large 

meeting room.  Also present were committee members Al Drum, Eric Benn and Rich Schmalzer, and a 

member of the public, Al Eschenbauch.  Liaison Cathy Weber did not attend. 

 

Item 1-Approval of the minutes of November 17, 2020—Eric moved to approve the 11/17/2020 

minutes, seconded by Rich.  Motion carried. 

 

Item 2-Public Comment—See Item 4e, where Al Eschenbauch joined the discussion 

 

Item 3-Correspondence--- 

 ●Eric stated that he placed a call to Niccole Smith of Wisconsin DNR, with no response as yet. 

Ms Smith is responsible for drafting a land use agreement to formalize the management of Pipke Park 

between DNR and the Town of Presque Isle. 

 ●Rich discussed issues relating to installation of electrical services to Sensenbrenner Park and 

Pipke Park. 

 ●Barb commented on forms and permits required between Presque Isle and the State of 

Wisconsin affecting Sensenbrenner Park. 

  

Item 4-Old Business 

 Item a)  North Pond Trail Update---Al expects clarification soon from Quita Sheehan explaining 

the field elevation measurements collected by Quita and civil engineer Stacey. 

 Item b)  Committee vacancy---No new developments relating to the committee vacancy. 

 Item c)  Budget---Barb handed out a sheet, labeled with a penciled A at the top and which is part 

of these minutes, dated October 7, 2020.  Penciled notations at the bottom showed that the official town 

budget for 2021 for the Parks and Recreation committee is $37,688, including the portion of Max 

Wallace’s salary devoted to Parks and Rec.  Noted also at the bottom is the Parks and Rec capital 

budget for 2021 totaling $23,600.  Barb pointed out that the Committee needs to have data showing our 

actual discretionary budget, which would not include the salary portion for Max, in order to track 

expenditures effectively throughout the year of 2021. 

 Item d)  Log Pavilion---Al Drum pointed out that Al Eschenbauch, after reviewing all of Hunter 

Engineering’s pavilion repair drawings, recognized that one feature of the design exposed the pavilion 

to potential frost-heave pressure and possible structure damage.  Al Eschenbauch elaborated on his 

concern.  The new concrete pedestals proposed by Hunter will not only rest upon the existing building 

concrete foundation posts, which is a good thing; the pedestals also will rest upon the ground alongside 

the existing foundation posts, most likely subjecting the pedestals to frost-heave forces, which is a bad 

thing.  Al Drum passed around a sketch (marked with a penciled B at the top and part of these minutes) 

illustrating how this problem might be eliminated.  The new pedestals would be installed so they rest 

only upon the existing concrete foundation posts, while leaving an air gap under the overhanging 

pedestals of several inches.  This air gap would allow the ground to heave and rise without contacting 

the pedestals.  Members commented and agreed that this problem needs to be addressed. 

 ● Al D. moved that the Committee recommend to the Town Board going ahead with this 

pavilion repair project, and that this recommendation should be presented at the January 7, 2021 Town 

Board Meeting, with one important stipulation—The Committee must be convinced that the frost heave 

potential has been resolved before presenting the recommendation.  Al Drum will consult with 



interested parties (Hunter Engineering, the contractor NASI Construction, LLC, members of the public 

including Al Eschenbauch) prior to the January 7, 2021 Town Board meeting to seek resolution of the 

frost concern.  Eric seconded the motion; motion carried. 

 ● Rich suggested that perhaps the existing twelve concrete foundation posts could be removed 

and replaced and that perhaps the cost of this approach would not exceed the cost of the current 

proposed design.  Eric moved that this alternative should also be explored, seconded by Rich.  Motion 

carried.  Al Drum will include this question along with the frost heave considerations between the 

present time and January 7. 

 Item e)  Maintenance Projects---Barb distributed a Word document entitled Presque Isle Parks 

and Recreation Maintenance Planning/Budgeting CY 2021 followed by a similar handout in Excel 

format distributed by Eric (marked at the top in pencil as C and D respectively and part of these 

minutes).  The Committee examined and discussed the notations in the documents, making certain 

changes as the examination progressed. 

 

Item 5-New Business 

 Item a)  Grill at Pipke Park pavilion—Rich reported that a new grill for Pipke Park has been 

assembled; Eric added that the grill was purchased by the Economic Development Committee.  Max 

will prepare a concrete base for it.  Further discussion focused on anchoring the grill to prevent 

unwarranted removal and the protocol for managing and replacing the propane fuel tank.  Eric will 

contact Cathy Weber asking her to discuss maintenance of the grill with the EDC. 

 Item b)  Paddling Trail---Eric, Rich and John Maclean are investigating establishing canoe 

routes for canoeists. 

 Item c)  Main Street Development---Eric reported that Vilas County is behind schedule in the 

Main Street development project.  Eric then discussed a proposed stormwater detention and treatment 

vault expected to be constructed on one or more lots on Main Street.  Possibly the Town may end up 

purchasing lands where the vault is installed.  These lands might work also as an access from Main 

Street to Pipke Park.  Periodic maintenance is required for the vaults.  Tree cutting for an access trail 

was also discussed. 

 Item d)  Beaver Damage to Pipke Park Around Ponds---Rich reported that eight beaver have 

been eliminated from the American Legion lands on the south pond, at a cost to the Legion of $100 per 

beaver.  Eric added that mostly popple trees have been felled by beavers, on Legion lands, but that 

perhaps the tree damage will spread to Pipke Park as well.  Members discussed possibly saving trees in 

the Park by protecting tree bases with anti-beaver wrappings.  Protecting trees seems a better approach 

than continually removing beavers.  New beavers will likely replace those removed.  Rich suggested 

contacting DNR foresters for advice on beaver protection as well as visiting the Park to mark  

vulnerable trees for future armoring.  The Discovery Center may also be able to help.  Rich will contact 

the DNR. 

 Item e)  Next Meeting---January 20, 2021. 

 

Item 6-Adjournment---Meeting adjourned at 11:15 A.M. 

   

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Alan Drum, Secretary, Presque Isle Parks and Recreation Committee  

Transcribed December 24, 2020 
 

 

 



 

 


