
TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes Jan. 12, 2021, 8:30am, Presque Isle community Center 

Members Present:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson; Paul Specht (Zoom);  Al Drum; 

Carmel Farwell (Zoom).   Chairmen Dick Hemming opened the meeting at 8:30 am. Motion to approve 

the agenda by Al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting held Dec.  8, 2020 meeting, by Al Drum.  Paul Specht requested language indicating the 

State has “dropped the ball” be removed.  As amended, with a second by Paul Specht.  All Aye.  

Dennis Lawrence began review of Chapter 7 of the draft Comprehensive 2020 Plan at page 62 outlining 

four major future land use classifications – residential, commercial, forestry/woodlands and outdoor 

recreation.  Paul Specht emphasized the plan needed to have residential district set asides for housing 

that was affordable for young families and for a possible business park.  Eric Benn brought up our 

undeveloped downtown area with many vacant parcels, their development limited, as Carl Schoenecker 

observed, by septic and sanitary issues and by lying within the shoreland district, as Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner stated.  The Committee’s discussion led to a consensus that we need to develop a future land 

use map and that now was the appropriate time to set aside areas to address identified needs.  Eric 

Benn’s example of the proposed water bottling plant ending up in Michigan highlighted that need.  Paul 

Specht stated that our plan should have already set aside appropriate areas for such development.  

Peggy Johnson Wiessner observed our limited commercial corridors along county B & W needed to be 

expanded and Al Drum was in favor of a sub-committee to work on identifying potential map areas.  

Ultimately the Committee will address that together at an extra meeting to be scheduled.   

Peggy Johnson Wiessner questioned the difference between forestry/woodlands and outdoor 

recreation and the overlap when considering hiking and biking trails.  That discussion involved 

intergovernmental cooperation and led to Chapter 8 on how our plan might utilize adjoining units of 

government to help meet identified needs and expand services.   Eric Benn commented on how our 

location within ceded lands might involve more federal and state cooperation and Al Drum reminded 

the Committee how very few elements of this process are controlled by the town within the shoreland 

district. 

In summing up our discussion Paul Specht called for the Committee to craft specific goals and objectives, 

prioritizing 3 or 4 items action items within primarily the land use and housing areas to make our plan 

truly proactive.  Marshall Reckard will provide each Committee member with a copy of the present land 

use plan for their use in preparing for the next meeting set for January 26, 2021.  We are also 

encouraged to use the Vilas County GIS mapping site. 

Next Meeting is January 26, 2021 at 8:30 am.  Following that we will meet on February 9, 2021. 

Motion to Adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Paul Specht.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 am 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes January 18, 2022, 3:00pm, PI Community Center  

Members Present:  Carl Schoenecker; Al Drum; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul Specht; Marshall Reckard;  

Forrest Jukich, Zoning Administrator.   Acting Chairmen Al Drum called the meeting to order at 3:00pm. 

Motion to approve the agenda, by Paul Specht, second by Marshall Reckard. All Aye. Motion to approve 

the minutes of the regular meeting held November 9, 2021, by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker.  

All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A Storage Containers.  Carl Schoenecker researched this issue with Vilas County.  Jim Janet 

returned his call and stated that basically Vilas County is treating these structures as garages and is not 

presently considering further regulation.  Such containers must meet the setbacks and other Vilas 

County ordinance requirements for garages.  Surrounding communities were also checked and 

Winchester seems to be the only town considering regulation of storage containers although nothing 

final has been done.  The real objection to such structures seems to be aesthetics.  Al Drum found an 

ordinance from Canton, Texas dealing with this issue which appears to be comprehensive and 

reasonable.  The ordinance excluded them in residential districts, restricted advertising, living quarters, 

placement on the property and several other issues discussed by the committee.  Paul Specht would 

restrict such containers to non-commercial use; Carl Schoenecker liked the requirement for screening 

them; Marshall Reckard suggested time limits.  Forrest Jukich allowed that storage containers are not 

currently a serious problem in our town.  On motion by Carl Schoenecker, second by Paul Specht, the 

Committee will seek direction from the town board as to whether they would like the Committee to 

pursue this issue further. 

Item 5.B.  Camping on Unimproved Lots.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner looked at how Vilas County handles 

this issue.  There are three things the country requires for camping on unimproved land in Vilas county: 

written permission from the town; a code compliant POWTS (private on-site waste treatment system) 

and a zoning permit to set the camper on the property.  Manitowish Waters zoning ordinance section 

5.2.M covers all types of temporary habitation structures, including tents, and requires a sanitation 

permit from Vilas County and is limited to 2 weeks in a calendar year except where a building permit has 

been issued.  In reviewing Presque Isle’s camping section 903.4, Forest Jukich expressed the need to 

amend this section to include a limitation on his authority to extend the time camping is permitted on 

unimproved lots.  His unwritten policy has been a limitation of six months.  Forrest will bring suggested 

changes to the next zoning meeting.  It was noted that town board approval and a public hearing would 

be required for any changes. 

Item 5.C.  Zoning Permit Fees.  Committee reviewed Vilas County permit fee structure along with 

Presque Isle’s current fees.  It appears the current fee structure covers our zoning administrator’s salary.  

Forrest submitted a comparison of the number of permits issued for the last 4 years which showed a 

healthy increase in 2021 sufficient to trigger a bonus for him.  Committee also discussed that the town’s 

fees are in addition to the county’s fees and would normally be somewhat lower.  Forrest will make 

specific recommendations for adjusting Presque Isle’s fees and Carl Schoenecker will check other 



jurisdictions (Manitowish Waters, Lac du Flambeau, and St. Germain) for their fees.  We will discuss this 

again next month. 

Item 6.A. Appointment of a Permanent Chairperson.  Committee reviewed its authority to select its 

Chairperson when it acts as a Zoning Committee and Marshall Reckard noted that Town Board action 

was required for appointment of a Chairperson of the Plan Commission.  Historically the same person 

has filled both seats.  Paul Specht moved to nominate Marshall Reckard, Al Drum seconded.  Marshall 

declined consideration and Peggy Johnson Wiessner expressed her interest in this position after more 

than 25 years as Secretary of the Committee.  Paul Specht withdrew his motion.  Carl Schoenecker 

volunteered that he would be available for the position of Secretary.  Paul Specht then moved to 

nominate Peggy Johnson Wiessner as Chairperson and Carl Schoenecker as Secretary, second by Al 

Drum.  All Aye.  Carl Schoenecker stated he would be recording the meetings to assist with his new 

position as Secretary.  

Item 7.A. Zoning Administrator’s Report.  Forrest Jukich submitted a four-year comparison of zoning 

permits issued for houses, garages, additions, commercial, miscellaneous and subdivisions.  Report is 

attached. 

Marshall Reckard informed the Committee that Vilas County Zoning Administrator Dawn Schmidt is 

retiring on June 1 and that he would continue to attend all Vilas County Zoning meetings to keep the 

town abreast of what is happening at the county level.  He also noted that the property in town 

belonging to Carl Gagliano at 11595 McKenzie Place had been condemned and a June 1 deadline for 

repair has been set by the county.  The property will be set for demolition if the deadline is not met. 

Next meeting scheduled for February 8, 2022 at 3:00pm. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Paul Specht, second by Al Drum.  All Aye.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm.   Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes Jan. 26, 2021, 8:30am, Presque Isle community Center 

Members Present:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson; Paul Specht (Zoom);  Al Drum; 

Carmen Farwell (Zoom); Barb Peck; Eric Benn.   Marshall Reckard also attended. There was difficulty 

with the town microphone and those attending by Zoon could not hear.  Carmen Farwell exited the 

meeting and Paul Specht continued participating by cell phone   Chairmen Dick Hemming opened the 

meeting at 8:40 am. Motion to approve the agenda by Al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Jan. 12, 2021 meeting, by Al Drum.  Paul 

Specht requested the word “should” be changed to “may” in his remarks on the 4th line of the 1st 

paragraph.  As amended, with a second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Paul Specht favored discussing agenda item B concerning the goals and objectives sections of the Plan 

prior to discussing any revisions to the future land use plan map.  The Committee agreed and Paul 

Specht began with detailed suggestions for additions to Chapter 2 concerning the Wisconsin National 

Heritage Inventory Program.  It became clear the other members of the Committee were not prepared 

for such specific additions to the goals and objectives and were concerned rather with developing a 

more realistic set of achievable goals and objectives for the town. 

 Carl Schoenecker stated the goals in the draft were too esoteric and felt as though we were only 

fulfilling a government requirement.  Paul Specht also noted that there was not uniformity in calling for 

“goals and strategies”, “goals and objectives” or “goals and policy” in the document.   

Dick Hemming noted the broad range of the Plan greatly expanded the jurisdiction of the Zoning 

Committee.  He was also concerned about the user aspects of the Plan as it relates to developments 

within the town.  He used the proposed wake boat ordinance as an example.  Eric Benn added that our 

Plan already supports working on a wake boat ordinance and questioned whether we were trying to 

overachieve with the lofty goals stated in the draft.  He also reminded that change can happen very fast 

and that we needed to conserve our energy for those items we can actually achieve. 

Peggy Johnson Wiessner reminded there were several town committees already involved with many 

issues addressed in the Plan.  None of the Committees had even been made aware of what the Plan 

proposed for their areas.  They need to receive copies of the document pertinent to their subject areas 

and be asked for input. 

Barb Peck stated that to really make the document relevant you need to narrow down the objectives 

and include only those that are specific to Presque Isle.   The objectives need to be measurable and 

include ending dates to assess whether progress had been made.  

Paul Specht suggested that perhaps we could leave much of the long-term goals as written so they are 

not forgotten but add 2 or 3 realistic priorities per chapter we really want to work on.  We should have a 

high- level, periodic review of these priorities involving also the Town Board for reporting purposes (Eric 

Benn). 



Discussing a “commercial” base versus an “industrial” base for the town, Paul Spech said we needed to 

encourage “smokestack free” enterprises and “clean” businesses.  Al Drum spoke about a town of 

Phillips design firm – Marquest (?) Design that employed 20 plus individuals in various light industrial 

pursuits, as what we should encourage.  He emphasized “achievable milestone goals” and favored 

paring down the present massive lists of goals. 

The committee concluded with a commitment to review all chapters defining more specific, realistic 

goals and objectives for our next meeting.  Paul Specht will email his notes on work he had done on this 

so far.  We were also to use Map 5 in the draft Plan to identify any changes we propose for the next 

future land use Plan map. 

Peggy Johnson Wiessner will notify Dennis Lawrence of our need for additional work on this draft Plan. 

Next Meeting is February 9, 2021 at 8:30 am.   

Motion to Adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Carl Schoenecker.  Meeting adjourned at 

10:00 am 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 

 



 

 

TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes February 8th, 2022, P.I. Community Center  

Members Present:   Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Al Drum; Marshall Reckard, Carl Schoenecker; Paul Specht; 

and Forrest Jukich/ Zoning Administrator.    Chairmen Peggy Johnson Wiessner called the meeting to 

order at 3:00 pm. Motion to approve the agenda, by Marshall Reckard, second by Al Drum. All Aye. 

Motion to approve the minutes with correction of the regular meeting held January 18, 2021, Al Drum, 

second by Marshall Reckard.  4 Ayes, 1 Nay.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A Storage Containers.  Details of storage containers were not discussed in extended detail, 

however discussion of the same relating to Town Board committee direction was.  General committee 

consensus was that the town board did not give clear direction how to proceed forward with the matter.  

A motion was made by Marshall Reckard to write a letter to the Town Board to clarifying their stance on 

potential storage container regulation.  Al Drum seconded.  All ayes. 

Item 5.B. Camping on Unimproved Lots.   Majority of discussion was centered around the present 

legalities of travel trailer use within the current zoning regulations as it relates to 903.4-5.  It was noted 

that despite having written regulations in Presque Isle, the township is less restrictive compared to other 

townships, but the lack of county enforcement of camping sanitary regulations, makes it appear 

otherwise.  Forest Yukich was directed to bring to the next meeting his written recommendations of his 

future camping regulation modifications/additions.  

Item 5.C. Zoning Permit Fees.  Carl Schoenecker contacted numerous town clerks in the area, and with 

their help directed him to their current fee schedule for Zoning Permit fees in specific communities, if 

those communities did in fact have a zoning fee.  A spreadsheet form was sent to all zoning members 

reflecting those individual town fees.  Upon examination the committee, agreed that our fees where in 

the “ballpark”, compared to other townships. 

A motion was made by Carl Schoenecker to re-visit this issue in November of 2022.  Seconded by Peggy 

Johnson Wiessner, all aye . 

Item 5.D. County Zoning monthly meeting attendance appointee.  A discussion relating to Marshall 

Reckard appointment to the Zoning Committee raised questions on some committee members if 

Marshall was the sole appointed representative at Vilas County monthly Zoning meetings.  As a Presque 

Isle citizen Marshall, in the past, has been attending many county meetings, and as a citizen will 

continue to attend those meetings at his discretion.  If, in the future, it is determined that someone 

from the Zoning Committee needs to be at a specific meeting, the Zoning Committee Chairman will 

appoint someone on the committee to attend.  To flag the necessity to attend those meetings, Carl 

Schoenecker will get on the County Zoning agenda e-mail list and will review and recommend to the 

committee.    

Item 7.A. Zoning Administrator’s Report. NSTR 

Next meeting scheduled for March 8th, 2022 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Meeting adjourned @ 4:08 p.m. 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes Feb. 9, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson; Paul Specht;  Al 

Drum; and PPP members Carmen Farwell; Barb Peck; Eric Benn; also Marshall Reckard.   Chairmen Dick 

Hemming opened the meeting at 8:35 am. Motion to approve the agenda by Al Drum, second by Paul 

Specht. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Jan. 26, 2021 meeting, by 

Carl Schoenecker. with a second by Al Drum.  All Aye.  

Paul Specht initiated a review of the goals and objectives of Chapter 2 stating the draft document did 

not need a complete re-write but rather the Committee should add or subtract those goals or objectives 

it deemed necessary or felt strongly about in each of the eight chapters. 

Barb Peck countered that each Chapter should contain only one or two items for the town to actually 

work on and implement. 

 Eric Benn thought that many of the more lofty goals should be left in place to form a framework for a 

larger strategic long term plan.  He noted the town contained many dedicated citizens who might work 

toward implementing only certain items in the plan. 

Al Drum said Barb’s comments resonated with him and we should note 2 or 3 items of each Chapter’s 

list to have the town concentrate on in the next decade.  His choice was #10 relating to septic issues in 

Chapter 2. 

Paul Specht felt we should retain all of the Objectives under the stated goal of “Maintain and enhance 

the aesthetic, ecological quality, function, and other values of the town’s land and water resources,”  

adding  and prioritizing those objectives we believe important for the next 10 years. 

Eric Benn favored reviewing and revising the objectives and then tasking or involving the relevant town 

committees under a new heading of strategies.  Al Drum noted that objective #6 would fit right in with 

that thinking and Dick Hemming used the proposed Wake Boat Ordinance as an example of where the 

Plan could be used to direct town actions and involve, for example, our several lake associations. 

Peggy Johnson Wiessner observed the significant town resources that had already been expended in 

furthering objectives 7, 8, and 9 by researching and documenting our lakes water quality levels – 

information which exists largely unknown and not updated in reports stored away in the library. 

Carmen Farwell thought perhaps we should add protecting groundwater resources to #11 but Al Drum 

noted that was wholly within the purview of the DNR. 

Eric Benn favored deleting the goal of “Preserve Forest Integrity” because it pertained mainly to 

commercial forest products and perhaps folding objective #2 relating to retaining large tracts into Goal 

#1.  There was discussion on whether the town had a forest management plan and where that fit into 

the comprehensive plan.  Eric proposed a goal directed toward the preservation of culturally significant 

structures and places as an addition to Chapter 2 



Moving onto Chapter 7, Paul Specht proposed adding three strategies under goal #1.  Those strategies 

pertained to developing a comprehensive Home Occupation Ordinance; developing a plan for a “smoke 

stack free” Business Park and planning for the creation of a moderate to low-income housing district 

perhaps using a form of cluster development. 

Dick Hemming noted we were no longer under the requirement that we maintain our current zoning 

map and wanted the committee to address how changing that map would affect planning and 

development.  Paul Specht favored developing a checklist to guide zoning changes and Eric Benn 

directed our attention to the objectives listed at the end of Chapter 7 for strengthening local control of 

land use divisions. 

Chapter 3 on Housing was briefly addressed.   Paul Specht observed the town needed more awareness 

of the multitude of housing and loan assistance programs available to further the development of low 

and moderate income housing and Eric Benn asked who in the town would properly do the work of 

monitoring that information.  He thought that the town might consider some taxing strategies to further 

the goal of rehabilitating existing housing if appropriate. 

Time constraints prohibited further work on the Plan and the meeting was adjourned by mutual consent 

at 10:35. 

Next meeting date was set for February 26, 2021 and members were to email the Secretary with specific 

language for the strategies discussed to be added to the draft Plan. 

 

Peggy Johnson Wiessner will notify Dennis Lawrence of our need for additional work on this draft Plan. 

Next Meeting is February 9, 2021 at 8:30 am.   

Motion to Adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Carl Schoenecker.  Meeting adjourned at 

10:00 am 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes Feb. 23, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson; Paul Specht;  Al 

Drum; and PPP members Carmen Farwell; Barb Peck; Eric Benn.   Chairmen Dick Hemming called the 

meeting to order at 8:30 am. Motion to approve the agenda by Paul Specht, second by Al Drum. All Aye. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Feb. 9, 2021 meeting, by Paul Specht. with 

a second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Initial discussion focused on using the proposed alternative format suggested by Al Drum in his 2/22 

document sent to the Committee.  Committee agreed each chapter will conclude with “Objectives” and 

“Strategies” and that some strategies (only a few per Chapter) may be labeled “Action Items.”  Barb 

Peck commented this approach would make the Plan a “useable” document. 

Chapter 3 – Housing.  The first Goal ”Promote housing development that provides a variety of housing 

choices for residents of all income levels, age groups, and people with special needs” will be re-named 

an “Objective” and will include a note that “This is a long range guidance statement.”  

 The second “Goal” again re-named “Objective” is to “Promote the availability of land for the 

development or redevelopment of low- and moderate-income housing.”  The following strategy under 

this Objective will be labeled an “Action Item.”  “Identify lands suitable for low and moderate income 

housing.  In this Process, recognize that for the town to influence speedy and robust development of 

thee lands, town ownership is a great advantage.  Accordingly, lands already owned by the town should 

be considered. As part of this strategy, the Future Land Use Map will be updated to identify the suitable 

lands.” Carl Schoenecker did not favor the town pursuing private property for town purchase and 

removing it from the tax base.  Barb Peck felt tax policy could be used by the town as a part of this 

strategy, Paul Specht proposed a second “action” strategy under this Objective to read “Identify and set 

future housing inventory goals for the Town to assist in its land use planning efforts.”  Paul Specht also 

proposed a third action strategy which is to “Research and understand the various State housing grant 

and partnership programs available to the Town as it considers its housing development objectives and 

strategies.”  Carmen Farwell summed up by noting this Chapter would contain 2 Objectives and 3 Action 

Strategies. 

Chapter 4 – Utilities and Community Facilities  -  Following the “Objective” and “Strategy” format 

agreed upon, Al Drum proposed the following as the first objective  “Provide a safe and healthy 

environment to live, work and recreate.”  Under this would be 3 strategies.  The first 2 would be labeled 

“Long range guidance statements.”  Strategy 1: “Provide high quality public services (roads, public 

safety, fire and rescue, municipal and educational) to meet existing and future demand.”  Strategy 2: 

“Balance community improvements with all available funding sources to ensure reasonable levels of 

taxation.”  Strategy 3: (Action Item) Monitor and evaluate shared service agreements in accordance with 

increased demand.” 

Second Objective is “Enhance and develop year round recreational opportunities in the Town.”  

Strategies 1 through 6 will be labeled “long range guidance Statements.”  Strategy 1: “Maintain the 



Town’s existing parks and natural resources, and provide for recreation facilities.”  Strategy 2: Maintain 

existing public access to waterways.”  Strategy 3: “Maintain existing Town snowmobile, hiking, skiing 

and biking trails.”  Strategy 4: “Recognize the need to accommodate all age groups and all physical 

abilities in recreational pursuits.”  Strategy 5: “Work with, support and cooperate with service clubs and 

organizations related to maintenance and development of recreational facilities.”  The next 3 strategies 

are labeled “Action Items.”   Strategy 6: “Partner with landowners and public entities whose properties 

are open for public recreation such as the WDNR, The Nature Conservancy, and public land trusts.” 

Strategy 7: “Pursue state and federal funding programs which could aid in the development and/or 

acquisition of Town recreational facilities.” (from Eric Benn) Strategy 8: Annually review the Town’s 

recreational facilities.”  Carl Schoenecker asked here whether the Town’s comprehensive plan was ever 

mentioned or reviewed at any annual meeting.  This has not been the case in the memory of any 

committee member.  Strategy 9:  Enhance the Town’s network of bicycle trails with an eye on 

connectivity of the Town center to the broader Vilas County Regional bicycle trail system.” This last is 

from Paul Specht. 

Committee discussed how the town funds periodic replacement and upgrading of fire and emergency 

equipment.  Paul Specht suggested that funding be “institutionalized” and Dick hemming thought the 

town must already have “set asides” and “reserve” funds akin to a sinking fund.  Eric Benn suggested 

there be a required report on such issues at the annual meeting.  This issue did not rise to the level of an 

objective or strategy for inclusion in the plan. 

To re-cap Chapter 4 – there will be two objectives.  The first would have 3 strategies with one being an 

“action item.”  The second objective would have 9 strategies with three “action items.” 

Chapter 5 – Transportation -Committee initially discussed recommending a survey to determine interest 

in alternative transportation services for low income ,elderly and disabled residents.  Eri Benn noted 

that the need for such services could be assumed.  Also discussed was the regional transportation plan 

that already has been expanded to neighboring towns and should be a focus of the town’s efforts as 

part of intergovernmental cooperation. 

There was only one Objective specified for this Chapter – “Provide and maintain a safe and reliable 

transportation network that meets the needs for all citizens.”  Under that objective there will be 8 

strategies.  The first 6 will be termed long range guidance statements and the last two will be labeled 

action items.  Strategy 1: “Provide high quality public roads.”  Strategy 2: “Provide for annual road 

maintenance evaluation and implementation.”  Strategy 3: “Develop and maintain a town road plan to 

address long-term need in the community.”  Strategy 4: “ Incorporate emerging trends in transportation 

into Town plans and investments.”  Strategy 5: “Support transportation services for the elderly and 

disabled.”  Strategy 6: “Consider impacts on the transportation system when reviewing development 

and land use plans and proposals.”  Strategy 7: “Provide for annual road maintenance evaluation and 

implementation.”  Strategy 8: “Explore opportunities to develop a town bike and multi-use trail system, 

including connections with surrounding communities and the Vilas County network of bicycle trails.” 

Carmen Farwell, observed, and the committee agreed, that many of the strategy and action items 

spanned several Chapters.  There was some discussion given to organizing the action items at the end of 

the document as a sort of index to the plan. 



Chapters 6 and 8 will be the focus of the next meeting to be held March 9 at 8:30.  Meeting will be by 

zoom again.  The zoom meeting number and address remains the same.  An additional meeting on 

March 23 was also scheduled. 

Motion to adjourn by Dick Hemming, second by Peggy Johnson Wiessner.  All aye. Meeting adjourned at 

10:04 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes March 9, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul 

Specht;  Al Drum; and PPP members Carmen Farwell; Barb Peck; Eric Benn. Marshall Reckard, Town 

Chairman and Dennis Lawrence, consultant, were also present.    Chairmen Dick Hemming called the 

meeting to order at 8:45 am. Motion to approve the agenda by Paul Specht, second by Carl 

Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Feb. 23, 2021 

meeting, by Al Drum with a second by Paul Specht who noted the repetition of one line in the minutes 

of 2/23.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: Marshall Reckard informed the Committee that Vilas County is preparing to re-write 

its entire ordinance.  We will be kept informed of their progress.  Also, the Local Government section of 

Wisconsin Extension will present its annual Case Law and Legislative update on May 4, 2021.  Marshall 

Reckard will email the Committee instructions on how to attend the presentation. 

Chapter 6 – Economic Development   The Committee continued its review of the Objectives and 

Strategies section which lists only one Goal and four Objectives.  Eric Benn suggested a fifth Objective - 

“Provide infrastructure and amenities that allow residents to live and work locally while employed by 

entities that have no direct stake or interest in our Town.” 

Dick Hemming proposed adding an objective concerning the provision of medical services and Eric Benn 

added an endorsement of telehealth services.  No language was suggested and this objective might be 

better added in perhaps Chapter 4, of the draft Plan..   

Paul Specht added the following three Objectives: 6.” Develop and implement a plan for the creation of 

an environmentally appropriate smoke- stack free Business Park within the Town”.  A related Strategy 

under this Objective is “Identify land within the Town appropriate for the development of a business 

park and include identified parcels in the Town’s Future Land Use Plan with the appropriate 

classification. 

Objective 7.” Develop and implement a plan for the creation of a moderate to low-income housing 

district within the town to attract and retain working families”.  Strategy – “Identify land within the 

Town appropriate for moderate to low income housing and include identified parcels in the Town’s 

Future Land Use Plan with the appropriate classification.”  Strategy – “Investigate all County, State and 

Federal programs designed to assist the Town in efforts to increase moderate to low income housing 

within the Town. 

Objective 8. “Develop a comprehensive marketing plan designed to attract both businesses and 

residents to the Town.” 

(Objectives 6 & 7 were discussed by the Committee at the March 9 meeting as additions to Chapter 6 

however they were also added as Objectives 10 and 11 to Chapter 7 by Eric Benn in the very helpful 

document he emailed the Committee after the March 9 meeting.  There is overlap in the Objectives and 

Strategies sections of the Land Use, Housing and Economic Development Chapters.)  



Eric Benn noted that the Committee should have concern for the heavy soils that are adjacent to the 

Town center when identifying locations for low income housing or business parks.  Carl Schoenecker 

questioned whether compressors would be considered “smoke-stack” free and would fit within the 

“technical business park” favored by the Committee. 

  Dennis Lawrence applauded the details in these objectives and strategies but recommended the 

Committee focus on only one or two goals in each area and require at least an annual look at the plan by 

the Committee and perhaps the Town Board.  Eric Benn noted that the Plan was required to have an 

implementation section and Dennis Lawrence took responsibility for authoring that section. 

Committee discussed the method for adoption of the 2020 Plan and Dennis Lawrence noted it is the 

jurisdiction of the Zoning Committee to develop the Plan but the Town Board must adopt the Plan.  

Marshall Reckard referred to Chapter 801 of the PI Ordinances which deals with the adoption of the 

Plan. 

Chapter 8 – Inter Governmental Cooperation 

Eric Benn directed the committee’s attention to his comment previously emailed to the Committee.  

“What are the measures of quality & equitability of Town services and administration?  How do you 

build this into planning and operations?”  He also asked “What is good enough?  What is 

accountability?”  The last Goal (#3) “Maintain high quality Town services and equitable administration.” 

Should apply to the entire Plan according to Eric. 

Paul Specht would like a revision of Chapter 8 stating that Goal #2 was perhaps in the wrong Chapter 

and that maybe only one Goal was appropriate for chapter 8 with identified Strategies.  There seemed 

to be general agreement to eliminate Goal #2 in Chapter 8. 

With respect to Objective #1 under Goal #1, Marshall Reckard noted that attempts had been made to 

consolidate purchasing of materials most notably materials for road construction and paving.  He gave 

the recent example of Boulder Junction’s loss of all their plowing equipment because of a fire.  Presque 

Isle and adjacent towns volunteered use of their equipment to Boulder Junction. 

Eric Benn mused that perhaps we can only achieve efficient, quality town services through shared 

services with adjacent communities.  He recommended that Objective #9 under Goal #3 be added as  

Strategy #1 under Objective #1  (Goal #1) and that a Strategy #2 be “Plan to meet with adjacent 

communities to formulate a plan for sharing resources whenever possible”. 

Dennis Lawrence noted that now only the Future Land Map and Implementation sections needed to be 

addressed. 

The next meeting was already scheduled for March 23.  An additional meeting was scheduled for April 

13, 2021.  The Zoom address remains the same for all meetings.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner will include a 

Zoom link in the agenda to facilitate joining the meeting. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Paul Specht.   All Aye.  Meeting adjourned at 

10:05. 

Respectfully submitted by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 



 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes April 13, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul 

Specht;  Al Drum; and PPP member Eric Benn.  Marshall Reckard, Town Chairman and Dennis Lawrence, 

consultant, were also present.    Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 8:40 am. 

Motion to approve the agenda by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve 

the minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 23, 2021 meeting, by Paul Specht, second by Carl 

Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Committee discussed resuming in person meetings at the Community Center.  Paul Specht moved, 

second by Carl Schoenecker to hold our next meeting on May 11, in person, at the Community Center.  

All Aye. 

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A. -Goals & Objectives Section - Dick Hemming noted the exhaustive work done by Eric Benn to 

reorganize the Goals & Objectives sections of each chapter of the draft plan and compile the 

Implementation section which followed.  Eric’s work included explicit documentation of how the Goals 

& Objectives incorporated all the Committee’s past suggestions.  Eric nevertheless gave a few examples 

of minor issues that had not been specifically included.  Paul Specht and the Committee agreed these 

has been subsumed in the broader language of the Goals & Objectives and the Committee gave a well-

deserved “atta boy” to Eric for “blood, sweat and tears” he had expended on this work.  Dick Hemming 

believed that consensus had been reached on the Goals & Objectives section, which included the 

Implementation items and Paul Specht moved to accept the re-written section as is.  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner seconded.  There was discussion of the need to prioritize the lengthy Implementation section 

and Dennis Lawrence thought that might be done following finalization of the Plan.  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner and Paul Specht thought at least some degree of prioritizing needed to accompany the Plan 

and with that understanding the motion passed unanimously. 

Item 5.B. Future Land Use Planning Map – Reference was made to the maps of town-owned lands that 

had been provided to the Committee by Peggy Johnson Wiessner and, more specifically, by Eric Benn.  

Marshall Reckard reminded the committee that we were not actually changing the zoning by designating 

usage on the map but merely indicating the direction the Comprehensive Plan proposed for future 

development in that area.   Peggy Johnson Wiessner observed that the Community Center Campus area 

might be an obvious appropriate location for multi-family /commercial development.  Paul Specht 

agreed and moved that area be designated as such on the Future Lane Use Map, second by Peggy 

Johnson Wiessner.  All Aye. Eric Benn noted that the Committee should also consider privately owned 

lands in the town that might be appropriate for future development.  Marshall Reckard and the 

Committee agreed.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner noted the 2020 Future Land Use Plan Map (Map 5 in the 

2020 Plan) included the corridors along County B from town to Crab Lake Road and County W from town 

to County P as commercial zones and that multi-family housing might appropriately be added to those 

zones.  Eric Benn observed that the corridor along County B from town north to the state line might also 

be added as Commercial/Multi-Family.  When the discussion was broadened to include the 



consideration of private lands within the township, the Committee decided to table final action on the 

Map to the next meeting. 

Item 5.C. Implementation Section -   Discussion on this issue concluded with the decision to review the 

section and recommend a limited number of items as priorities to be included in a separate section of 

the Plan.  Members should bring their recommendations to the next meeting. 

Item 6.A. – Public Hearing.  Dennis Lawrence clarified that a Public Hearing on the Plan was required 

after approval by the Town Board.  The final version of the draft Plan would be recommended to the 

Town Board by means of a Committee Resolution.  Prior to submitting that Resolution, Eric Benn 

suggested the Committee (or a spokesperson) attend a Town Board meeting to alert the Town Board 

and the public about the Committee’s process and progress in developing the Plan.  The May 20, 2021 

Town Board meeting was set as a goal for that informational presentation.  Dick Hemming hoped that 

the Committee Resolution might be ready for the Town Board in June or July and that the Public Hearing 

might be held sometime in August, with the Plan being finalized prior to Labor Day. 

Dennis Lawrence promised to provide the Committee with a revised draft of the Plan thus far no later 

than a week before the Committee’s next meeting which will be May 11, 2020, in person, at the 

Community Center. 

Motion to adjourn by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:50. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes April 13, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held by Zoom 

Members Present – all by Zoom:  Dick Hemming ; Carl Schoenecker;  Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul 

Specht;  Al Drum; and PPP member Eric Benn.  Marshall Reckard, Town Chairman and Dennis Lawrence, 

consultant, were also present.    Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 8:40 am. 

Motion to approve the agenda by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve 

the minutes of the Regular Meeting held March 23, 2021 meeting, by Paul Specht, second by Carl 

Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Committee discussed resuming in person meetings at the Community Center.  Paul Specht moved, 

second by Carl Schoenecker to hold our next meeting on May 11, in person, at the Community Center.  

All Aye. 

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A. -Goals & Objectives Section - Dick Hemming noted the exhaustive work done by Eric Benn to 

reorganize the Goals & Objectives sections of each chapter of the draft plan and compile the 

Implementation section which followed.  Eric’s work included explicit documentation of how the Goals 

& Objectives incorporated all the Committee’s past suggestions.  Eric nevertheless gave a few examples 

of minor issues that had not been specifically included.  Paul Specht and the Committee agreed these 

has been subsumed in the broader language of the Goals & Objectives and the Committee gave a well-

deserved “atta boy” to Eric for “blood, sweat and tears” he had expended on this work.  Dick Hemming 

believed that consensus had been reached on the Goals & Objectives section, which included the 

Implementation items and Paul Specht moved to accept the re-written section as is.  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner seconded.  There was discussion of the need to prioritize the lengthy Implementation section 

and Dennis Lawrence thought that might be done following finalization of the Plan.  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner and Paul Specht thought at least some degree of prioritizing needed to accompany the Plan 

and with that understanding the motion passed unanimously. 

Item 5.B. Future Land Use Planning Map – Reference was made to the maps of town-owned lands that 

had been provided to the Committee by Peggy Johnson Wiessner and, more specifically, by Eric Benn.  

Marshall Reckard reminded the committee that we were not actually changing the zoning by designating 

usage on the map but merely indicating the direction the Comprehensive Plan proposed for future 

development in that area.   Peggy Johnson Wiessner observed that the Community Center Campus area 

might be an obvious appropriate location for multi-family /commercial development.  Paul Specht 

agreed and moved that area be designated as such on the Future Lane Use Map, second by Peggy 

Johnson Wiessner.  All Aye. Eric Benn noted that the Committee should also consider privately owned 

lands in the town that might be appropriate for future development.  Marshall Reckard and the 

Committee agreed.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner noted the 2020 Future Land Use Plan Map (Map 5 in the 

2020 Plan) included the corridors along County B from town to Crab Lake Road and County W from town 

to County P as commercial zones and that multi-family housing might appropriately be added to those 

zones.  Eric Benn observed that the corridor along County B from town north to the state line might also 

be added as Commercial/Multi-Family.  When the discussion was broadened to include the 



consideration of private lands within the township, the Committee decided to table final action on the 

Map to the next meeting. 

Item 5.C. Implementation Section -   Discussion on this issue concluded with the decision to review the 

section and recommend a limited number of items as priorities to be included in a separate section of 

the Plan.  Members should bring their recommendations to the next meeting. 

Item 6.A. – * Public Hearing.  The final version of the draft Plan would be recommended to the Town 

Board by means of a Committee Resolution.  Prior to submitting that Resolution, Eric Benn suggested 

the Committee (or a spokesperson) attend a Town Board meeting to alert the Town Board and the 

public about the Committee’s process and progress in developing the Plan.  The May 20, 2021 Town 

Board meeting was set as a goal for that informational presentation.  Dick Hemming hoped that the 

Committee Resolution might be ready for the Town Board in June or July and that the Public Hearing 

might be held sometime in August, with the Plan being finalized prior to Labor Day. 

Dennis Lawrence promised to provide the Committee with a revised draft of the Plan thus far no later 

than a week before the Committee’s next meeting which will be May 11, 2020, in person, at the 

Community Center. 

Motion to adjourn by Paul Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:50. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

*After the meeting, Dennis Lawrence corrected that the Public Hearing must be held after Plan 

Commission approval and prior to Town Board adoption.  This may change the timeline noted above. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes May 11, 2021, 8:30am, Meeting held at the PI Community Center 

Members Present –Dick Hemming; Carl Schoenecker; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul Specht (by phone); 

Al Drum; and PPP members Eric Benn; Barb Peck; Carmen Farwell. Dennis Lawrence, consultant 

attended by phone.  Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 8:35 am. Motion to 

approve the agenda by Al Drum, second by Paul Specht. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting held April 13, 2021, by al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

 Except for the Future Land Use Planning Map, the Committee had received Dennis Lawrence’s revision 

of the entire nine chapters of the PI 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  Dennis reviewed the remaining next 

steps to completion of the Plan.  After any changes to Dennis’ revision, the Committee needs to add the 

Future Land Use Planning Map, finalize the Implementation Chapter, and approve a Resolution 

transmitting the Plan to the Town Board.  Dennis will draft the Resolution for the Committee to approve 

at its next regular meeting.   After receiving the Committee’s Resolution, the Town Board will set a date 

for a Public Hearing.  Adjoining jurisdictions and Vilas County will be notified of the Hearing.  Ultimately 

the Town Board will pass the Plan as an Ordinance.  Eric Benn asked what the obligation of the Town 

Board was to address issues that might be raised at the Public Hearing.  That appears to be entirely 

within the purview of the Board itself whether to adjust the plan to pass it as is. 

Item 5.A. Future Land Use Planning Map – After discussion of additional locations for commercial 

activity (Paul Specht on Parcels 22-1150 & 1152 and Carl Schoenecker on County P) the Committee 

focused on adding a commercial corridor north on county B to the state line.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner 

moved that the Land Use Planning Map designate the areas one-quarter mile on either side of county B 

from Crab Lake Road to the Michigan state line and county W from the junction of B & W west to county 

P as future commercial planning.  Motion seconded by Paul Specht & Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  Eric 

Benn volunteered to provide Dennis Lawrence with a copy of that area for inclusion in the Plan. 

Item 5.B.  Implementation Section – After discussion whether to prioritize items in the Implementation 

Chapter (Al Drum offered nine suggestions) the Committee asked Dennis to prepare a summary 

paragraph at the end of the Chapter noting that the Plan Commission would annually review items to be 

especially addressed in the coming year.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner urged that a review of the Plan be a 

mandated part of the Town’s Annual meeting.  Paul Specht framed that suggestion as a motion with a 

second by Eric Benn.  All Aye.  It was noted that our next annual meeting is May 18, 2021 at 6:00pm and 

that the Plan commission should give a brief overview of our work on the Plan at that meeting. 

Paul Specht had one correction to Chapter 4 on page 40 where the second bullet address an 18- mile 

bike loop.  That reference should be eliminated because that route does not exist.  Also, the Map on 

pages 43 & 44 should be eliminated.  Also questioned was whether the population numbers for the 

town could not be updated.  Eric Benn noted our full-time resident numbers are trending upwards 

especially in view of the Covid influence. 



The Committee agreed to add all the names of the Public Participation Members to the Plan with a 

special, well-deserved note to the important contributions made by member Eric Benn. 

Dennis Lawrence noted that there was no uniformity in citing goals for all the Chapters with Chapters 6 

& 7 lacking goals.  Eric Benn reminded the Committee they had decoded to eliminate “Goals” and 

instead summarized each Chapter with Objectives and Strategies.  Dennis Lawrence will revise 

accordingly. 

Next meeting was set for Tuesday, June 8 at 7:00.  The change of meeting time was made to 

accommodate attendance of the Zoning Administrator. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Paul Specht.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:55. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes June 8, 2021, 7:00pm, PI Community Center, Outdoor Pavilion  

Members Present –Dick Hemming; Carl Schoenecker; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul Specht; Al Drum 

and Dennis Lawrence, consultant.  Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. 

Motion to amend the agenda by Peggy Johnson Wiessner (omitting item #3 from new business) second 

by Dick Hemming; Motion to approve the agenda, as amended, by Paul Specht, second by Al Drum. All 

Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 13, 2021, by Al Drum, second by 

Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A. Future Land Use Planning Map   Paul Specht questioned the use of the term “commercial” on 

the map since “commercial” is not an actual Presque Isle zoning designation.  Dennis Lawrence stated 

the map is a planning tool and not actual zoning and should therefore use broader, more genaric terms. 

The Committee had received material from Eric Benn regarding several parcels in the township on the 

present land use planning map that seemed inappropriate or out of conformity with the surrounding 

area.  Some parcels designated commercial were former commercial locations no longer operating or 

single family designations within state natural areas etc.  The Committee reviewed each anomaly and 

suggested corrections which Dennis Lawrence will incorporate into the final future land use map.  With 

those corrections, a motion to approve the future 2020 land use planning map was made by Paul 

Specht, second by Al Drum, All Aye 

Item 6.A Dennis Lawrence had completed the final revisions suggested by the Committee at its previous 

meeting.  After review of those corrections, a motion was mad by Paul Specht, second by Al Drum to 

approve the revised 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  All Aye. 

Item 6.B.  Resolution LUP 2021-1.  Committee reviewed the draft Resolution by which the Committee 

recommended adoption of the 2020 Comprehensive Plan to the Town Board, and having approved 

thereof, affixed their signatures to the resolution, thus ending the Committee’s work on the 2020 

Comprehensive Plan. 

Discussion of whether to continue with the 7:00pm meeting time concluded that the next meeting 

would take place at 7:00 pm on July 13, 2021.  The change of meeting time was made to accommodate 

attendance of the Zoning Administrator. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Al Drum.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes July 13, 2021, 7:00pm, PI Community Center, Outdoor Pavilion  

Members Present –Dick Hemming; Carl Schoenecker; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; and Al Drum.  Absent: 

Paul Specht. Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Motion to approve the 

agenda, by al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular 

meeting held June 8, 2021, by Al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A.  Public Hearing by the Town Board scheduled for August 10, 2021 – Discussion focused on how 

the Zoning Committee could assist the Town Board facilitate the Public Hearing.  It was determined that 

Eric Benn would be asked to give an overview of the process involved in drafting the proposed 2020 plan 

and outline the structure of the Plan. Eric would also include Chapter 1 on Demographics in his 

presentation.   Individual members of the committee would then be assigned to give a brief recap of 

each chapter and focus on the implementation proposals for that chapter.  Al Drum would take Chapter 

2 and Chapter 6; Carl Schoenecker would do Chapters 4 & 8; Dick Hemming Chapter 5 and Peggy 

Johnson Wiessner Chapters 3 and 7.  Paul Specht had informed the Committee he was not going to be 

available for the August 10 Public Hearing. 

Town Clerk, Lorine Walters was to be contacted to  place an item concerning the Public Hearing on the 

agenda for the next Town Board meeting on July 16 to inform the Board of the Committee’s plans. 

Item 6.A. Future review of the Zoning Ordinance.  Brief discussion on the Committee’s review of the 

entire zoning ordinance. 

Next meeting scheduled for September 14, 2021 at 7:00pm.  

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Al Drum.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes September 14, 2021, 7:00pm, PI Community Center  

Members Present:  Dick Hemming; Carl Schoenecker; Al Drum; Paul Specht.   Absent:  Peggy Johnson 

Wiessner.   Chairmen Dick Hemming called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Motion to approve the 

agenda, by AL Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular 

meeting held July 13, 2021, by Al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A.  Recent actions by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, and related correspondence with the consultant, 

to make sure necessary corrections to the Comprehensive Plan were discussed. Those present felt that 

no further action was necessary until further discussions with Peggy occurred.  Motion to have the Plan 

simply called “Comprehensive Plan” with no reference to date made by Carl Schoenecker, second by Al 

Drum. All Aye. 

Item 6A.  Efforts to-date for reorganize Zoning Ordinances to better reflect on and off water differences 

and related labeling and wording inconsistencies were discussed. Based on previous comments and 

concerns put forward by Peggy Johnson Wiessner those present felt in important to have Peggy be part 

of discussions for how best to move forward.  This item will be put on the agenda for the next meeting 

of the Committee. 

Item 6B. Those present thanked Dick Hemming for his years of service on the Committee.  The processes 

for filling the vacancy created by Dick’s departure and the selection of the Committee’s next Chair were 

briefly discussed.   

Item7. The issue of Forrest Jukich attendance at Zoning Committee meetings to provide his 

Administrator’s Report was discussed.  Paul Specht volunteered to contact Forrest to request his 

presence at the Committee’s October meeting for further discussion. 

Item 8. Next meeting scheduled for October 12, 2021 at 7:00pm.  Paul Specht to call in for that meeting. 

Motion to adjourn by Carl Schoenecker, second by Al Drum.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Paul Specht. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes October 12, 2021, 7:00pm, PI Community Center  

Members Present:  Dick Hemming; Carl Schoenecker; Al Drum; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul Specht (by 

phone) Forrest Jukich, Zoning Administrator.  Public attending: Nellie Hemming.  Chairmen Dick 

Hemming called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Motion to approve the agenda, by AL Drum, second by 

Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 14, 

2021, (subject to a typo correction in 6.A. by Paul Specht) by Al Drum, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All 

Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A.  The Committee would like the record to reflect they wished not to accept the resignation of 

Chairman Dick Hemming but in deference to his request, reluctantly did so.  Paul Specht moved to make 

Al Drum temporary Chairman, Carl Schoenecker seconded the motion.  All Aye. 

Item 5.B.  Paul Specht addressed the difficulty the Committee has had with communication between it 

and the Zoning Administrator.  Part of this is due to a conflict between the Zoning Administrator’s work 

schedule and Committee meeting times. After discussion of alternatives, Al Drum moved and Peggy 

Johnson Wiessner seconded a motion to set the Committee’s regular meeting at 3:00pm on the second 

Tuesday of each month.  All Aye.  Accordingly, the next Committee meeting will be November 9 at 

3:00pm at the PI Community Center. 

Forrest Jukich then noted there have been 48 permits issued thus far in 2021, including 10 permits for 

new home construction. He also brought up several issues he wanted the Committee to address, the 

most immediate of which is an application for a permit to construct a new home on Oxbow Lake by Dr. 

Rodney Swan under the name of Swan Point Properties LLC.  The application is for an additional 

condominium unit to the Oxbow Point Condominium on parcel 22-1396-200, formerly known as the 

Hill’s Resort.  Whether this was a conversion condominium governed by Sec. 904.5.4 of the PI Zoning 

Ordinance is at issue and whether Sec. 904.5.4.3.3 is applicable.  Forrest is to research the condominium 

documents and report to the Committee prior to the next meeting.  Paul Specht moved to table this 

issue, second by Al Drum.  All Aye 

The Zoning Administrator also requested the Committee address the issue of storage containers as 

governed by our Ordinance.  This has become more common and is not covered by Vilas County 

Ordinances.  Paul Specht agreed to do some research in this area and it will be placed on the 

Committee’s December agenda. 

Forrest has also received complaints regarding camping on unimproved parcels.  Conflicts between the 

PI Ordinance and state law may exist.  Self-contained units such as large RV’s with or without septic 

holding provisions need clarification. 

Lastly, Forrest requested the Committee address possible increases in our zoning fees.  He will research 

our fees in comparison to what other towns charge. 



Because of the several issues raised by the Zoning Administrator and work to be done in those areas, 

Item 5.C. was not discussed in any detail. 

Item 8. Next meeting scheduled for November 9, 2021 at 3:00pm.  Forrest Jukich to call in for that 

meeting as he will be out of town in November. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 

 



TOWN OF PRESQUE ISLE 

ZONING COMMITTEE & PLAN COMMISSION 

Minutes November 9, 2021, 9:00am, PI Community Center  

Members Present:  Carl Schoenecker; Al Drum; Peggy Johnson Wiessner; Paul Specht; Forrest Jukich, 

Zoning Administrator (by phone).  Public attending: John MacLean, Alex VanNatta; Rod Swan.  Acting 

Chairmen Al Drum called the meeting to order at 9:05am. Motion to approve the agenda, by Paul 

Specht, second by Carl Schoenecker. All Aye. Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 

October 12, 2021, by Carl Schoenecke, second by Paul Specht.  All Aye.  

Public Comments: None 

Item 5.A Oxbow Point Condominium Building Permit.  Alex Van Natta representing Wausau Home 

Builders and the homeowner, Rod Swan were both present.  When the condominium survey for unit #3 

was overlayed with the building footprint for the Swan unit there was one point at which the building 

unit extended beyond the boundary for the unit by less than 4 feet into the limited common element 

area surrounding the unit boundary.  The condo survey also revealed that Units 1 & 2 also had portions 

of their building in the limited common element area.  The plans for unit #3 meet all required setbacks 

of the Presque Isle ordinance.  An application for a Vilas County building permit is currently under 

review by the county.   On motion by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Carl Schoenecker the 

application for a building permit for Unit #3 owned by Rod Swan was approved contingent upon 

approval by Vilas County Zoning. 

Item 5.B.    Storage Containers .  General discussion on whether storage containers are a concern that 

should be regulated by our zoning ordinance.  Differences in temporary versus permanent and types 

such as pods and shipping containers were noted.  Vilas County has no regulation on such containers but 

Oneida County has done some investigation.  Carl Schoenecker will survey this issue & report at our 

January meeting. 

Item 5.C.  Camping on Unimproved Lots.  Committee reviewed Sec. 903.4 of our ordinance and Forrest 

Jukich noted his unofficial policy of permitting travel trailers to remain on unimproved lots for 6 months 

before requiring they be removed.  Discussion of lots with septic & water but no building, tent camping, 

“tiny” homes, RV’s etc. ensued.  Peggy Johnson Wiessner will look at how other township & counties 

handle this issue and more discussion will be had at the January meeting. 

Item 5.D.  Zoning Permit Fees.  Forrest Jukick noted that Presque Isle had not raise its fees in 12 years.  

He will review Exhibit “A” to our Ordinance and recommend changes if needed.  Carl Schoenecker will 

check other jurisdictions for their fees. 

There was no Zoning Administrator’s report. 

Item 8.  Committee decided not to meet in December, 2021.   Next meeting scheduled for January 18, 

2022 at 3:00pm. 

Motion to adjourn by Peggy Johnson Wiessner, second by Carl Schoenecker.  All Aye.  Meeting 

adjourned at 10:15am.   Respectfully submitted, Peggy Johnson Wiessner, Secretary. 


